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The copyright law of 1974 is a law that seeks to protect authors of art, drama, literacy, architecture, music and other works against plagiarism. The law was first enacted in 1790 and has been amended since. The law protects both unpublished and published works. The internet is known for its notorious ability to distort the copyrighted work. The protection happens immediately and automatically when a material, say video, is released to a tangible medium.


The copyright law applies when an individual’s video is used without their permission. They can be easily accessed through the internet but creator’s work should be respected (Depoorter, 2016). Copy pasting an individual’s original created video can earn one damages and jail term which gets serious if the crime was done willingly 


A video release needs to be signed before having the shooting by the individuals appearing on your video. The individuals you focus in the video must sign the release to avoid legal issues whether they are going to use the video for non-commercial or commercial purposes. Those in the crowd need not sign a video release so long as they were not the target.


When the creator of the video feels his work is original and can be possibly stolen on the internet, he can have it registered(Engler, 2016).This is the time when the video is valuable and the registration process is inexpensive and simple.



The original creator of a video should put a copyright notice on his work. This is to brief that the individual has a complete ownership of the content in the video. The notice should also be included on the materials and packaging that contains the video. This is to notify everyone that intends to use the video that the individual who has placed the notice is the rightful owner. If the video has been created with images from another source, permission should be asked for first. 


When intending to use the copyrighted video, the sub-contractor must take caution. It is easy and best to look for the creator of the video and ask for permission. One can claim a use right on the particular video for scholarly or commentary purposes. On the course of the need to use an individual’s video, the sub-contractor needs to consider his competitiveness that is, if it can unfairly affect the sales of the original video. Also, there was the need to know how much of the material was taken from the original video and how much of the material taken was used to transform or for other purposes such as commercial gain(Diaz, 2016). If the video was used for commercial gains, then that would be unfair and would be considered as fraud. He must establish if he will be using the video in a non-competitive way to benefit a lot of people, but not for owns selfish interest such as to gain money and social prestige.


The subcontractor should determine if the video is available for use and is in the public outreach by finding out when it was published. The video can be accessed in the public domain if it was published before the year 1923 and if the video was released between 1923 and 1963, the subcontractor must check to ensure it was renewed. The video would be in the public domain if its original creator did not renew the copyright. 


Other options that the sub-contractor must undertake to ensure no breach to the copyrighted (Diaz, 2016). Video include asking a neutral party to compare the video with the original one. This is to ensure no dispute arises at the starting point. Also, the contractor can secure a license to use the video and the content in it. This will reduce the chances of bringing forth illegal issues.
References

Depoorter, B., & Walker, R. K. (2016). Unavoidable Aesthetic Judgments in Copyright Law: A Community of Practice Standard.
Diaz, G. C. (2016). The Text in the Machine: American Copyright Law and the Many Natures of Software, 1974–1978. Technology and Culture, 57(4), 753-779.

Engler, J. (2016). Sound Recording-Radio Spots-1974.

