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Gun Problem in America
	While in most nations it may be classified as a crime to own a firearm, the United States has allowed the citizens to hold such weapons. This means that one can walk into a firearm shop and purchase without the need for any documentation. In the recent years, the ground has shifted with regard to the firearms held by the private citizens. As the government and the society hope to reduce the crime rates within the nation, they have had to focus on the reduction in the number of firearms held by private citizens. The focus should been on the effects of firearms on the society as well as the measures being taken to correct the situation.
	Gun control is a topic that elicits mixed reactions within the society as individuals hold divergent opinions. A section of the society feels that individuals should be allowed to hold the guns as it is a constitutional right. A second section of the society feels that the guns yield more harm than good and they should be controlled. The problem of gun control has taken a political as well as a social turn (Elliot and Frizell 52). It has been used as a campaign tool as individuals use the emotive issues to whip emotions and convince the electorate that they have their best interest at heart. 
	A section of society would wish to see tighter gun control as it may be a solution for gun violence within the nation. Death and injuries that can be tied to firearms can be said to have increased over time as more individuals are issued with guns without proper checks. According to Stell (38), statistics show that assaults related to guns are 5 out of 7 times more likely to cause death as compared to the non-gun assaults. This is an indication that the society is suffering from the unchecked issuance of the guns to private citizens. 70% of the homicides recorded within the United States are gun-related (Stell 39). The recorded figures are worrying as members of the community are finding it easier to commit crime by using the guns at their disposal.
	The situation within the United States needs to change as other nations with similar recorded levels of assaults record lower levels of gun related homicides at 50% (Stell 38). This speaks to the societal and systemic problem within the nation that needs to be handled. The situation at hand may be handled through the use of well crafted policies that do not violate the constitutional rights but also protect the nation. Stell (38) also says that armed defense should not be used as a reason not to disarm the population since defending oneself using a weapon is more likely to result in death or injury.
	The community needs to treat gun violence as a disease that if not attended to might spread within the society. The Orlando gay bar shooting was a modern wake-up call that the society needs to relook the issue of gun control. The shooting led to the death of fifty individuals and the aggrieved section of the society might feel that they need to take retaliatory measures. As such, the society is put on a path of war since the pain is not healed. The community should not focus on arrests as well as incarceration but should focus on healing the existing wounds. The American Medical Association has classified gun violence as a health crisis (Sanburn 24). The society needs to look at the problem and aim to come up with curative measures that work for all. 
	Conflict mediation can be used a means to bridge the gap between the perpetrators and the aggrieved members of the society. This will result in peaceful resolution of the conflicts within the society. It ensures all stakeholders are taken into consideration and that the perpetrators are given a chance to reform and offer semblance to those they offended. The approach dubbed “cure violence” as seen a 67% reduction in shooting within Chicago’s most dangerous neighborhoods (Sanburn 24).
	The elected officials should be included in the national conversation as they help in the formulation of policy. That means they have to come up with policies that control the number of firearms within the population. They also need to ensure they are sold to individuals who have the capacity to handle them responsibly. During the 2000 election, it was hard to speak on the issue of gun control since it was seen as an issue that would not appeal to the American people (Elliot and Frezill 51). However, over time the ground has shifted and leaders such as John McCain as well as Hillary Clinton have spoken on the need for proper gun control policies. The public also support the issue of background checks with 9 out of 10 saying it will ensure responsible firearm handling.
	Gun control is a blessing that has been a long time coming and has been made possible by goodwill from various sections of society. The American people agree that firearms are necessary but should be used responsibly. This will lead to a reduction in gun related homicides and prevent injuries. Gun control will also ensure the societal wounds are healed and individuals can move forward together and build a prosperous. Background checks need to be conducted and their needs to be political goodwill in coming up with policies.
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