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Introduction 
Thesis Statement: By all means is the most effective means of protesting an unjust law.
The following paper aims at discussing the philosophical background of civil disobedience and the best and effective way of protesting unjust law. The first part focuses on the three different positions relating to civil disobedience from three great thinkers including Socrates, Martin Luther King, and Malcolm X. The second part will argue why by all means the most effective means of protest is. By all means is the most effective method of protest since it will ultimately produce a winner or loser or bring a compromise, which in all cases something needs to happen even when applying the other methods. 
Critical Review of Possible Positions
To begin with focus on Socrates viewpoint on persuasion as the best means of protest. Firstly, Socrates illustrates his disappointment in Crito for worrying about the opinion of the majority to justify direct means of confronting unjust laws. Crito explains to Socrates that if he does not escape there will be public opinion on why he did not help escape and why he left his children behind. Nonetheless, in the view of Socrates, the opinion of the majority should not matter. Socrates claims that "and the opinions of the wise are good, and the opinions of the wise are evil" (Plato 1). By saying this, Socrates believes that persuasion is the most effective way for protesting since the opinion of an expert has more value than of the majority. Socrates even goes ahead to explain that even when some is training they do not listen to what the public says, but to what the trainer says (Plato 1). Furthermore, Socrates agrees that the majority can have their will forcefully in order to live, but the most dignified thing is not living, but living a good or fine life. Therefore, persuasion is the most effective means to protest, through arguments as well opinions rather than aggression. 
Socrates second support for persuasion is that any other action would be breaking the law and ineffective. He believes that paying off the guards and escaping would cause dire consequences for the city of Athens. This is because Socrates feared his actions could bring a lawless city better yet, even its destruction. If Socrates fled jail through his friends or the support of the majority, the rulers would rule that there are no rules and do as they wish (Plato 1). Moreover, Socrates believes that the alternative actions would go against his soul that eventually if the city was destroyed or its people. Therefore, he views persuasion as the most effective way of protesting.
Dr. King and non-violence direct action
King replies to a letter by clergy men from jai illustrating their disappointment with his approach to civil rights protests or protesting against unjust laws. The method he used was non-violence direct action. King believed that this was the effective method since all other viable and rational methods had failed. He indicates that for him to take non-violence direct action or demonstration was a result of lack of alternatives. As he states “It is unfortunate that demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham, but it is even more unfortunate that the city's white power structure left the Negro community with no alternative" (King 1). This means that King gone through the four processes so as to take the final decision on non-violence direct action including gathering facts, negotiating, and self-purification (resolving on non-violence). 
King also beliefs that persuasion is ineffective since confronting society with peaceful or persuasive methods only serves to brew violence. King believes that those who sit and do nothing are no worse than those who result to violence in protests. Therefore, persuading or sitting there waiting for fate is not an effective means of protesting. Moreover, King believes that the community of Negros should be patient as their oppressors were not willing to give up power easily or voluntarily. As such, it was ineffective to sit and waiting, but his method would pay-off in the end with patience. 
Lastly, King also believed violence to be ineffective because firstly it would cause repercussions such as violence in the community as well as people of his community being arrested. King also believes that violence is not effective since it is led by individuals and groups who have lost faith in nationalism and religion. This is because he does not believe violence has a chance neither a need based on the situation and being from a religious background, cannot condone such violence. On his part, it is not a matter of not being extreme, but the kind of extremism (hate or love). He even offers the example of Jesus by stating that “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you” (King 1). This illustrates the religious part of King's philosophy that is based on spreading love and not standing there but preaching love non-violence direct action. 
Malcolm X
Malcolm X gave a speech with his belief of '"any means necessary" as the most effective method to protest. His main reason was the underlying political philosophy of Black Nationalism. This was developed on economic, racial, and social justice for the blacks in America. He believes that only when blacks are allowed to vote can they make decisions on whom to vote rather than being misled or subjected to leaders who do not have their best interests. Moreover, he believes that thus so far, the white liberals have failed to offer justice and recognition to the blacks despite increased calls or movements by other forces or nationalists. Malcolm also contends that the liberation of the black community cannot come from anywhere else expect themselves. This is based on his self-help philosophy for the black community to progress. Additionally, he discredits any other means of resolution or liberty for the blacks except the ballot or the bullet. He even claims that “it doesn't mean that we're anti-white, but it does mean we're anti-exploitation, we're anti-degradation, and we’re anti-oppression" (Malcolm 1). The statement clearly makes sense in terms of seeking justice for the blacks as they do not deserve such treatment. Malcolm also distances himself from religious ideologies and asks everyone to forget their differences as time has run out for issues such negotiations or other means. Malcolm further goes to illustrate how far the blacks have been denied civil justice by comparing refugees and immigrants from European countries who are granted similar rights as Americans while blacks are denied. This further reinforces his call to ballot or bullet. Malcolm also believes this is the best option since they voted in the last election for an administration that passed legislature that degraded, oppressed, and disrespected the black community. Overall, Malcolm X believes it's a point of despair for Black Nationalism and "by all means" is the most effective way to protest.    
Malcolm X believes that persuasion is ineffective since sitting is not the solution and time has run out for than as it is time to swing. He believes that the blacks have been disregarded and oppressed one too many times and persuasion or doing nothing would not solve the case. Moreover, the idea of persuasion would not be effective in political philosophy that was playing part in the oppression and injustices (Malcolm 1). Furthermore, Malcolm X believes non-violent action not to be effective based on historical injustices against blacks. He also believes that no revolution can be won without violence. Malcolm X also pins non-violence roots in religion, which he considers as a personal business rather something to guide the masses and most of all the black community. 
Argument defending thesis
By all means is the most effective means to protest an unjust law. Most unjust laws often affect minorities, unprivileged people, and those without any power. Additionally, the nature of most unjust laws does not just touch on simple matter of society. They are intricate issues that influence the daily living of people. Another characteristic is that such people may be subject to continuous or historical injustices. Therefore, it is important to consider the most effective method for protesting such unjust laws. By all means does not necessarily mean violence, but it means what it will take to get justice. When society is united they can get justice, but this can only happen when they exploit all means possible. By all means is an effective method since it firstly illustrates solidarity and a kind of awakening in society that is sure to cause a stir or convincing recognition. The philosophy behind this is self-help where it can only take the people to get their justice. Such justice cannot be achieved through persuasion as only the opinions of a few will be heard with the potential of failure in the end. Even with demonstration, there is no direct or convincing action to trigger a reaction. The whole idea of a protest is to trigger a reaction from the oppressive side or those responsible for the unjust laws. It does no good when using a method that does not trigger even the slightest reaction or action from the other side. However, by all means is effective by offering conditions that if this does not work, then this is the next thing to happen and so on and until there is justice or injustice prevails. The point here is not winning justice, but the most effective method of protesting to acquire justice. Therefore, in a society guided by morals as well as standards, there should be laws oppressing others while favoring other in society. All people in society should thus forget their personal beliefs, philosophies, and religion and focus on the dignity of all humans. However, attempting to compete with other on philosophies, religion, and other beliefs will only prolong the time needed to acquire justice. In fact, most nations under imperialism including the U.S as well as all revolutions applied the by all means method. 
One of the main objections to the method of by all means is the aftermath of violence such as death or destruction. This may include massacres as well as continued hatred after such an occurrence. Another objection is that it would be ineffective since the minority cannot outweigh the majority. Nonetheless, this does not depend on the aftermath as injustice is already occurring meaning people are being undermined. But blood or death is a by-product of revolution or battle. Most unjust laws lead to increased suffering, death, or oppression. Even when massacres may occur, the future generations will enjoy the justice that their fore-father fought for, which is a historical philosophy or tendency all around the world. Even when the majority may seem intimidating, it will do good to surrender the fight for justice and continue to suffer for generations to come. The only viable and effective way to protest unjust laws is by all means possible. This means taking every possible action that includes negotiation, protests, and violence. But most of the others fail, leading only to violence, which at most times pays-off. 
Conclusion
To sum up, there are different philosophical aspects when it comes to civil disobedience. The three main position expressed by great thinkers include persuasion, non-violence direct action, and by all means necessary. By all means necessary is the most effective method for protesting unjust laws. This is because it has the ability to hasten the process of acquiring by illustrating determination and commitment of people and their need for social, economic, and political justice.  
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