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Description of the Image of God
	The bible in the book of Genesis clearly indicates that man was created in the image of God. However, the description of the image of God varies widely historically, biblically, and theologically. To begin with, all these different views share a common notion that man or human life is fundamentally valuable. The common descriptions of image of God are based on theological and biblical backgrounds. Firstly, human were created as personal beings, meaning humans were created with a personality. It simply means that while each human shares a certain attribute, not two people are the same, each has their own personality[footnoteRef:2]. Secondly, it means that man have morals in that humans have a conscience to distinguish between what is right and wrong. Humans are also created to reflect relationships as well as Trinity with God and the Holy Spirit. In the image of God also means that humans are emotional and rational beings. Therefore, humans feel emotions such as anger, love, or jealousy as well as the ability to think, learn, and make rational decisions[footnoteRef:3]. Lastly, humans are creative beings, they have an urge to create and innovate new things. Even in the bible it says that man should multiply and fill the earth meaning that man has to be creative.  [2:  Reid, Ashbaucher. Made in the image of God: understanding the nature of God and mankind in a changing world (Collierville, TN: Innovo Pub., 2011) 99-102.
]  [3:  Ashbaucher. Made in the image, 105-112.] 

	In history, early Christians believed that being created in the image of God had a divine purpose or meant that people were divine or had the ability to possess such capabilities or callings. This is the reason kings and queens declared their rule to be appointed directly by God. It also proves this divinity where distinguished people such as Moses and Abraham received instructions and certain divine powers from God. Additionally, the statues of kings and gods in most ancient civilization also signified the image of God in man as his representative on earth. This means the royal calling to be agents of God on other and take dominion or rule over all other beings on earth including animals and plants. In Genesis 1:26-27 this is made clear as God claims “let us make humankind in our image according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish, wild animals, creeping things, and birds…etc.”[footnoteRef:4].It is also considered that being created in the image of God  is having a soul, which helps reunite beliefs of evolution and Christianity. Adam and Eve were the first humans who were created and given a soul. Even in historical terms, these events of man’s first creation can be dated about 10.000 years ago. Overall, to be created in the image of God has different descriptions, but the common acknowledgement is that every man has value.  [4:  Bible, King James, and Various. King James Bible. (Project Gutenberg, 1996), 25.
] 

Vocation description
	After graduation, I would like to join the Christianity ministry. The Christian ministry is not necessary a calling but a vocation. Christian ministry covers numerous careers including child minister, pastors, reverends, and evangelists. It involves the process of ministering to the people of God through teaching the scriptures of God both spiritually and practically. As a minister, one is expected to offer spiritual guidance to the church congregation as well as the community. Additionally, church ministers preside over church service, wedding, funerals, and baptisms. The world minister is derived from the Latin word minister meaning attendant or servant. Church ministers may either take priesthood such as in Catholic Church or ordained clergy member as in Protestant churches. 
Implications of image of God in Christian ministry
	As a Christian minister, one is expected to follow in the footsteps of God or in his likeness. Firstly man was created in the image of God as relational beings both to humans and God. Humans were not created to live in individualism, they must yearn to communicate or interact with others and God. As a Christian minister, one should be devoted to communicating and interacting with others in the community. Most importantly is the need to develop a relationship with God through Trinity[footnoteRef:5]. As Jesus accomplished his life work of ministry through the Holy Spirit, so should Christian ministers yearn to teach through the power of the Holy Spirit.Ministers should always be committed to getting closer to God by interpreting scriptures, seeking salvation, and longing to understand the spirit of God. This requires one to read the bible and understand its meanings in the deepest manner.  [5:  Stephen, Seamands. Ministry in the image of God: The Trinitarian shape of Christian service (InterVarsity Press, 2009), 32.
] 

	Additionally, man is made in the image of God as moral being. This means having the conscience to determine the difference between right and wrong. Unlike the world views on the moral standings in the world, Christian ministers are expected to be truthful in their teaching as well as in their actions outside church. It was once said that do not teach water and then drink wine. All this means that Christian ministers should be an example to their congregation and the community at large by illustrating morals that are in the image of God. Ministers should always be truthful and people who can be trusted.
	Human beings were also created in the image of God as creative beings. Therefore, his glory is illustrated in his creation. Christian ministers should glorify God through their creativity. This is in terms of developing new ways to help others spiritually and personally. Ministers should not only teach the scriptures but develop additional programs such as children ministries or schools. This also means working with other ministers as well as churches to develop seminars on how to better deliver the teaching of the bible. Ministers should also seek to be better at what they do by acquiring theological and spiritual advancement. Again, ministers are also expected to illustrate the representation of God on earth by illustrating high spiritual values and commitment to the scriptures. 










Bibliography
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Ashbaucher, Reid A. Made in the image of God: understanding the nature of God and mankind in a changing world. Collierville, TN: Innovo Pub., 2011.
2. Seamands, Stephen. Ministry in the image of God: The Trinitarian shape of Christian service. InterVarsity Press, 2009.
3. Bible, King James, and Various. King James Bible. Project Gutenberg, 1996.

