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Local trends in Crime and Migration
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Trends in Migration and Crime within a State
Trends and patterns of crime for a particular State or City within the past 10 years
	With the turn of the 21st century an influx of immigrants coming into the United States led to a general crime wave that resulted in a scramble by different federal as well state agencies for a remedy. Among the most affected states was the state of California and the city of Los Angeles in particular. To find ways of dealing with this increase, state agencies as well as city organs looked to the passing of stricter legislation as well as an increase in the funding for security as well as rehabilitation agencies. One of the most instrumental legislation that has been used since to tackle the rapid increase of crime is the three-strike rule that applies to the state of California in particular (Chen 2008). This piece of legislation has played a significant role in reducing the number of offenders in the past ten years.
	According to Kamala, in almost every violence and property crime category there was a significant drop in rate per 100,000 people in the state of California (2014). This drop was synonymous with a consequent drop in homicide and robbery crimes that decreased at rates of 4.3 and 10.0 percent respectively (Kamala 2014). There has also been a significant drop in the number of arrests with the last two years recording the lowest number of arrests made statewide in the last two decades. The decrease in the number of crime in California and the city of Los Angeles in particular is attributed to stricter laws on immigration, the three-strike rule whereby three time violent offenders face 25 years to life (Chen 2008) and an increase in the work force of law enforcement personnel (Kamala 2014). 


Trends and patterns of migration for a particular state or city within the past 10 years
	California is home to the largest immigrant population in the united states with the current percentage standing at approximately 10 million or 24% of the Californian population. Despite stricter laws and policies that are designed to regulate migration into the state, the number of migrants into the state has been on an upward trend for the last decade. For instance while the percentage of foreign born residents in California stood at approximately 26% in 2006, this percentage stood at around 27.5% in 2016. 
	Most of the migrants that settle in California unlike most other states in the US are foreigners looking for jobs. This is reflected in the more than 30% of foreign populations in at least eight Californian counties that incidentally also reported the highest rate of crime. According to data from the public policy institute of California, these numbers are however likely to slow down because of the general decline in international migration (2015).
Analyze what has happened in your area to decrease/increase crime
	There are a number of factors that have contributed to a decrease in the amount of crime in the city of Los Angeles and the wider California area. The most significant of among these factors is the effective regulation of people that flow into an out of the city. For instance while the state of California still has the highest population of immigrants, it also happens to boast of the highest percentage of documented residents at 49% (PPIC 2015). This means that authorities are in a better position to monitor individuals thus reducing the number of crimes committed significantly. 
	The introduction of stricter laws to regulate illegal immigrants has also helped to reduce the wave of crime that had become rampant in the mid 2000’s in California. This is also coupled with the fact that over time most foreign immigrants have become naturalized citizens raising the stakes and dissuading against crime. Finally there is also the implementation of the three-strike law that has played an important role in discouraging violent offenders from committing additional offences.
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