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Abstract
	This paper explores prostitution in America as a human sexuality trend and a social issue. The paper offers a historical review of prostitution as well as the current trends. Moreover, it uses social theories to illustrate different perspectives of prostitution from a societal point of view. The paper highlights different elements of prostitution demographics. Further, the paper supports its claim by exploring on the viewpoints of social moralists, radical and liberal feminists and how their differing points of view hinder legalization of prostitution. Moreover, the paper describes human trafficking, drug abuse and spread of sexually transmitted as the major unintended outcomes of legalizing prostitution. Consequently, this paper recommends the US government to conduct intensive research on prostitution and derive inferences from regions that have legalized prostitution as a way of seeking a sustainable solution for prostitution.












Prostitution in America: A Controversial Sexual Issue
Introduction
	Prostitution is illegal in the US except in some counties in the Nevada where brothel prostitution is legal. Prostitution is a major societal issue; it impacts on a wide range of areas including political, economic, religious, health, morality among others. As a result, it is associated with different viewpoints (Sallmann, 2010). Therefore the policymakers have found it hard to settle on the decision of legalizing, decriminalizing or improving the status quo. From a societal perspective, different groups hold varying perspective about the issue. For instance, moralists opine that legalization would lead to moral decay. Conversely, radical feminists equate legalization of prostitution to upholding subordination and objectification of women. On the other hand, liberal feminists feel that legalization is necessary because it facilitates economic and social empowerment of women. In the same line, policy makers hold different opinions based on the health and security implications of prostitution. 
	Besides, the consideration of differing perspectives, policymakers are also concerned about the projected outcomes of legalizing prostitution. The link between legal prostitution and of sexually transmitted diseases, human trafficking, and drug abuse complicates the issue. Moreover, inadequate research on the subject has resulted on unsupported speculations which yield more controversies. This paper explores prostitution as a human sexuality issue that affects the US society. The paper opines that the diverse opinions and speculated social impacts of prostitution is a hindrance towards the establishment of a sustainable solution through legalization, decriminalization or improvement of the status quo. Further research will provide insight on the actual real-time facts and facilitate the establishment of a sustainable solution for this social issue.
Historical Perspective 
	Prostitution has always been considered as the “world’s oldest profession” meaning that it has existed throughout the historical period (Thornton and Timmons, 2013). According to Barkan (2013), prostitution in the US was common throughout the 19th century. Due to the few job options, most poor women turned into prostitution in order to get a source of income. While some worked in legal brothels, others worked independently from the streets, restaurants and other establishments. The practice was aggravated during the civil war because the Union’s and the Confederate soldiers sought the services of sex workers. After the civil war, prostitutes based their trades in the railroad construction camps. At the beginning of the 20th century, many legal brothels were established in the cities of America. However, from 1910, religious and other anti-prostitution group rose up against the practice. They argued that prostitution was leading to moral decay and numerous middle-class girls were engaging in the practice. As a result, there was a national wide closure of legal brothel. However, some brothels continued operating illegally. 
Demographics and Statistics
	Today, prostitution is illegal in most parts of US, excluding Nevada where brothel prostitution is allowed in some counties (Brents, 2014). Based on the nature and legality of the trade, most prostitutes conceal information regarding their sexual activities. Therefore, only a few researche have managed to establish the number of prostitutes in the US. Nonetheless, most estimations range the numbers of sex workers between 230,000 and 350,000. However, some estimations have gone as high as 1,300,000 (Clements, 2013). In Nevada, around five hundred women work on contract basis in about thirty of the legalized brothels. On the other hand, about 80,000 people are arrested every year in the US for prostitution. Female sex workers and madams account for 70% of this number, while the male prostitutes account for 20%. Conversely, the pimps and johns account for 10% of the arrests (HG.org). In the same line, 85% of the prostitutes who are sentenced to jail are women of color (Snyder, 2011). 
	The streetwalkers hold the lowest rank in the prostitution class system. This is a marginalized group that is driven into prostitutions by factors such as discrimination, poverty, abandonment, lack of education and unemployment. While this group is the most popular, it comprises of 20% of the prostitutes Hamdan (2014). Conversely, the middle class of prostitutes work from brothels, bars, massage parlors as well hotels. Their activities are more concealed and they earn more than streetwalkers but less than the escorts or call girls. The call girls also known as escorts hold the highest rank. This group accounts for the majority of prostitutes. They are more educated and sophisticated and they come from well up backgrounds. 
Medical and Social Consequences
	According to Clements (2013), different people and groups perceive prostitution from different angles. For instance, religious groups argue that that prostitution leads to moral decay because it involves selling one’s body for money. On the other hand, feminists regard prostitution as degrading to women. They argue that most prostitutes end up as victims of robbery, rape and other forms of violence. In the same line, policy makers argue that legalization of prostitution would increase the rate of human trafficking. The activity is also speculated to increase the rate of sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS. Consequently, prostitution has generated social controversy in America, leading to the question of whether it should be legalized or not.
	According to Barkan (2013), there are various social theories that have been used to demystify prostitution as a social problem. Firstly, according to the functionalism theory, prostitution exists because it serves various functions for those who engage in it and for the society at large. For instance, the prostitutes earn an income from prostitution. On the other hand, the conflict theory suggests that prostitution arises from the lower standing social and economic standing of women, making them victims of sexual objectification. In the same line, the symbolic interactionism theory interprets that those who engage in prostitution understand their behaviors and use that fact to justify prostitution. 
VARYING VIEWPOINTS ON LEGALIZATION OF PROSTITUTION
Moralists
	This group feels that prostitution is a moral evil. Their belief is based on conventional religious norms on marriage, family, and sex. While this group may cite other justifications as to such as preventing sexually transmitted disease and objectification of women, their real motive for opposing the legalization of prostitution is to preserve the societal morals. Therefore, the moralists hinder policymakers from legalizing or decriminalizing prostitution citing that it will encourage immorality and distort the meaning of sex, family, and marriage (Mathieson, Branam, and Noble, 2015).
Radical feminists
	Clements (2013) found that this group interprets prostitution as the subordination and objectification of women. They equate it to other forms of subordination including rape, sexual discrimination or domestic violence. They view prostitution as an infringement of human rights. They view that women engage in prostitution because they are compelled by factors such as poverty. Therefore, they oppose legalization, citing that it would promote subordination and objectification of women. Nonetheless, this group endorses decriminalization as a path that would eventually end prostitution.
Liberal feminist
	According to Mathieson, Branam, and Noble (2015), this group opines that women should be allowed to decide on what to do with their bodies for their personal, societal and monetary well-being. They feel that prostitution is more empowering than degrading to women, and it should be viewed as a respectable occupation. Consequently, they endorse legalization of prostitution because it would it would facilitate sexual and economic independence for women (Clements, 2013).
  Policymakers
	Just like the other groups, the policy makers share diverse opinions regarding the legalization of prostitution. There are those who support it citing that it would reduce crime because prostitute would feel liberated to report cases of violence against them. Conversely, some policymakers feel that prostitution would increase secondary crimes such as human trafficking, and drug abuse. Therefore, due to the controversy surrounding the issue, the policy makers have not managed to reach a conclusive decision on whether to legalize prostitution or not (Thornton and Timmons, 2013).
UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF PROSTITUTION
Human trafficking
	Notably, legalization of prostitution is deemed to increase the demand for their services. As a result, human trafficking would increase. There has been a close link between prostitution and human trafficking. According to Hamdan (2014), an estimated 26% human trafficking are children. Human trafficking is significantly connected to the buying and selling of the young girls to work in the brothels. Therefore, legalization of prostitution is projected to yield child prostitution and sex slavery.

Spread Of Sexually Transmitted Diseases
	According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, (CDC), people who exchange sex for money are at a higher risk of contracting HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. This is because, they regularly engage in risky sexual behavior including unprotected sex, sex with multiple partners and sexual activities under the influence of drugs. Moreover, they are less likely to use protection with their regular customers and intimate partners. Also, their economic and social standing deny them the power to negotiate on the use of protection during the sexual contact. Accordingly, legalization of prostitution would increase the spread of STDs.
 Prostitution and Drugs
	According to Sallmann (2010), most prostitutes indulge in drugs before joining prostitution. In fact, some prostitutes enter into prostitution in order to get money to acquire drugs. On the other hand, some prostitutes engage in drugs in order to evade their worries and frustrations resulting from prostitution. Still, some of them indulge in drugs out of influence in order to fit in. whichever way, it is deemed that legalization of prostitution would create a gateway for drug and substance abuse.
Recommendation
	Notably, the controversy and implications surrounding the issue of prostitution cannot be ignored. However, due to the nature of prostitution, little studies have been conducted to confirm related allegations. Therefore, this paper recommends that the US government should realize that whether legal or illegal prostitution is a social issue. Therefore, comprehensive research should be conducted in order to establish the facts and determine the move that would benefit the society at large. Moreover, the policy makers should derive inferences from the countries or regions that have legalized or decriminalized prostitution. Subsequently, the government should establish equilibrium based on real-time proof in order to reach a conclusive decision on the legalization, decriminalization or improvement of the status quo. This would eliminate the stereotypes and implications surrounding the issue of prostitution and create a sustainable solution.
Summary
	In conclusion, the nature of prostitution and its impact on a vast range of factors including social, economic, religious among others has generated a lot controversy. Although it is illegal in most parts of the US, underground prostitution is still dominant and it creates significant impacts in the society. On its course to make legislative amendments, the policy makers encounter many hurdles. For instance moralists, radical and liberal feminist hold different opinions about legalization or decriminalizing of prostitution. On the other hand, there are projected undesirable outcomes of legalizing prostitution include human trafficking, drug abuse and spread of STDs. This notwithstanding, there is limited studies that could guide the policymakers in seeking a solution for this social issue. These factors act as a hindrance in the process of legalizing or decriminalizing prostitution or improving the status quo. In order to reach a sustainable solution, this paper recommends comprehensive research on the subject and derivation of inferences from regions that have legalized or decriminalized prostitution.
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