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The Spanish Empire and Ottoman Empire
The Spanish and Ottoman empires are regarded as some of the greatest empires in world history between the 1400 and 1800s. The Spanish empire took off as one of the strongest empires in the western world in the 15th century, but would later disappear completely by 1650. However, the Ottoman Empire started small and grew gradually to become a long-lasting and dominant empire in the 15th century. The following paper aims at discussing the decline of Spanish empire as well as the continued dominance of the Ottoman Empire. Some of the common aspects of these two empires were the difference in economic, religious, political, and social strategies used in the two empires. 
Before the rise of the Spanish Empire rose into greatness, Europe or Spain faced a 5 century religious war between the Muslims and Christians. Spain has for long been conquered and dominated by Muslims from North Africa known as the Moors. One of the key elements of the Moors was their advancement in agriculture, science, mathematics, engineering, architecture, and even technology that did not match that of Spaniard or other Europeans.  However, an uprising in Spain grew stronger and retook Spain from the Moors in 1492 inheriting a rich and advanced territory that made the Spanish Empire the most advanced Empire in Europe (Peter Von Sivers et.al. 95). The Spanish Empire would later grow through exploration and colonization because it has one of the strongest armies as well as riches and knowledge than any other empire in Europe.  This saw the empire gain increased territory in Peru, Asia, and even in Europe. Nonetheless, after 1550, Spain began its inevitable fall from greatness (Peter Von Sivers et.al. 125). 
The first reason for Spain’s fall is based on politics and religion. The Spanish Empire was dominated by the Roman Catholic and people of the Christian faith. Its government was also based on the monarch system where the king had all the power. This in turn proved to be a big mistake after Kings went over their heads to attempt even some of the most impossible missions such as conquering America and brining in gold and silver into Spain. The lack of a decentralized government made saw the Spanish Empire come under bad leadership that eventually triggered its fall from 1550s. Another major reason for the decline of the Spanish Empire is its intolerance to religion. The ruling monarchs were Roman Catholics who were intolerant of other religions including Muslims and Jews. Moreover, the Spanish Empire conquered new territories or land with an aim of converting the inhabitants into Christianity or the Roman Catholic. This saw the expulsion of over 300,000 people from Spain who included Muslims, Jews and Moriscos (Peter Von Sivers et.al. 120). The Moriscos were actually Roman Catholics who converted to Muslims, but were still expelled. Firstly, after the 1497 war, Spain immediately expelled the Jews and Muslims and later in 1609 expelled the Moriscos. As a result, Spain lost a crucial part of the artisanal and commercial class as Jews, Muslims, and Moriscos were among the most literate and commercial classes in the Empire. Furthermore, the Spanish Empire also fell due to its economic unsustainability. With the loss of most commercial and artisanal classes, the country could not produce finished products and dwelled on imports. The increased exploration to other territories also brought in huge amounts of gold and silver that overwhelmed the country with inflation (Peter Von Sivers et.al. 155).  The empire also maintained its traditional tax structures that did collect enough revenue to support its goals and maintain its army. One of the notable events that were costly war for the empire was against the Ottoman Empire in the 1600s while supporting Austria.  By the end of the 30 years’ war between the Roman Catholics and other Protestants led Spain to become bankrupt in 1643.
When it comes to the Ottoman Empire, the story is different from that of the Spanish Empire.  The empire role gradually and was able to extend its dominance in the 15th century and beyond. Its major turning point was in 1453 after it conquered the Byzantine Empire capital of Constantinople under the leadership of Mehmed (Gardner 1). Its main success in this cause and many more to come was its superior army. The Ottoman Empire had specialized military power from soldiers to infantry specialized forces and even the navy. The empire even used gun powder in cannons, being the first to use such military technology. Additionally, the single most aspect that allowed the Ottoman Empire to dominate the region was tolerance. This means that the empire was accepting people from all different faiths. In the Byzantine Empire, the Orthodox Church was allowed to maintain its independence as well as territory as long as it accepted the Ottoman governance (Gardner 1). This allowed the different religions including Jews from Spain to practice their religion independently, but under the Ottoman rule. The Ottoman Empire was also diverse meaning that they had increased human capital as all the mixture enabled a thriving economy and social development. 
The governance system of the Ottoman Empire was also unique in that the sultan shared powers with some sort of prime ministers. At some point, the Ottoman political elite viewed the religious diversity as a threat based on the increased uprisings from wealthy Muslim families in an attempt to overthrow the sultan. The empire turned to requiting Turks or non-Muslims children especially boy who would be the slaves of the Sultan, but were not treated in anyway as slaves (Gardner 1). Rather it was the opposite; they were converted into Muslims and offered the best education available and later joined the ruling class or elite forces with an allegiance only to the sultan. These Christian boys would grow up to become personal assistants of the sultan known as the Grand Viziers illustrating the development and advancement of politics and bureaucracy in the Ottoman Empire (Gardner 1). The Ottoman Empire also gained increased dominance by conquering most territories around the Turkish territory. This offered leverage in terms of controlling trade routes from Europe straight into Asia. Overall, these were the founding aspects that allowed the Ottoman Empire to flourish and gain dominance in Europe in the 15th and 16th centuries.
In conclusion, the Spanish and Ottoman Empires are well renowned for their conquest in Europe during the 15th century. Nonetheless, they used different strategies to develop as well as maintain their empires that led to the fall of the Spanish Empire and the dominance of the Ottoman Empire between 1450 and 1650. The Spanish Empire fell mostly due to its intolerance of other religions that saw its economic and political abilities weakened. However, the Ottoman Empire was tolerant of other religions allowing it to thrive both economically, politically, and socially.         
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