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GoFundMe Future
Currently, GoFundMe is the largest online crowdfunding platform with an estimated $3 billion of funds raised since its establishment in 2010 (Harris, 2017). GoFundMe has primarily focused on personal, group, or public causes that may include campaigns, memorials, or even medical bill assistance. This has placed it in a unique position as other crowd funding platforms such as Kickstarter focus on project-based initiatives. Nonetheless, GoFundMe covers a wide geographical region in America and Europe (Harris, 2017). The following paper aims at discussing if the new trend of crowd funding is the future of financing investment opportunities. 
GoFundMe is not a charity or philanthropic organization, but a for-profit organization. The company charges about 5% of the funds raised in campaigns (Harris, 2017). Most of the campaigns in the platform are for catering for medical charges or medical assistance. As such, the company does is not yet a fully functional crowd funding for equity platform. Nonetheless, this does not limit its ability to raise funds for a business venture or opportunity. GoFundMe can be used to raise finances for an investment especially for individuals who have experienced a disaster or misfortune such as being disabled or have a terminal medical condition (Harris, 2017). The main idea here is that crowd funding is a viable solution for raising funds to finance investment opportunities. Firstly, crowd funding offers access to a pool on non-accredited investors where one does not require all the details as well as obligations from mainstream venture firms (Michaels, 2015). Additionally, crowd funding offers an unlimited number of finances from different donors unlike the limited opportunities in the banking or venture industry. Moreover, crowd funding is driven by the social networking, which is currently driving both business and social life. In the future, business will be more social and the need to seek finances for investment opportunities will diversify to the online platforms. Therefore, crowd funding will be the most effective and efficient method of raising capital for new business ventures. 
Crowd funding is based on numerous aspects that represent an improvement of current capital alternatives such as equity, bonds, and loans. Firstly, there is no ceiling for crowd funding in that one can raise any amount depending on how many and how much donors or investors offers (Agrawal, 2016). For other alternative, banks offers limits to how much one can borrow. Crowd funding offers limited risks when it comes to funding for investments. Banks and other capital funding options attempt to reduce as much risk as possible. However, crowd funding allows entrepreneurs to access investors without any caps or conditions. Furthermore, crowd funding is not limited to location (Agrawal, 2016). Anyone in the world can sell their idea and acquire capital to invest in a business opportunity. The traditional financing methods are limited to locations and mostly tend to offer financing to people in the same country. 
Another major milestone of crowd funding is the ability to market one’s business and enhance sales as an addition to acquiring capital. Some of the available crowd funding platforms offers equity or reward based funding options. Some platforms can fund a campaign where contributors are offered shares and dividends of the new investment opportunity (Michaels, 2015). Additionally, donors can also offer money in exchange for some benefits such as funding a restaurant that can offer free meals or is within the locality of most donors. When such funding is offered, these donors who turn into investors eventually end up marketing the business through word of mouth or even social platforms offering additional promotion channels. Traditional capital sources such as banks are less interested in the running of any investment opportunity, but only care about the returns and interest rates. Overall, crowd funding has its pros and cons, but it all depends with the investment opportunities as well as type of business. 
Currently, crowd funding is still developing and thus faced with increased challenges. Firstly, crowd funding is faced with fraud where people come up with unreal or fake campaigns. Even platforms such as GoFundMe have been forced to set up safety and quality measures to ensure that fraud is not committed (Harris, 2017). Individuals can develop campaign on behalf of others, but not deliver money to the right people, which is fraud. Another major challenge is that aligning new investment opportunities to match what the crowd supports. Not all businesses can be crowd funded as people are more willing to invest in new ideas rather than common ideas (Michaels, 2015). As such, the crowd funding platforms have not been able to develop a straight forward platform for people to invest their funds. Additionally, it takes time for crowd funding projects to pay off. This is because unlike traditional methods where an individual has to meet certain requirements, crowd funding also requires self-marketing. One has to develop videos and multimedia content to convince donors to fund their campaigns (Agrawal, 2016). Overall, the crowd funding platform is changing the field of capital funding for investments. 
In conclusion, crowd funding has currently benefited technology startups or projects. New ventures in the technologies such as new products or applications stand to gain more through crowd funding. This is because, these are new ideas that have never been tested before and people are eager to help in developing new idea especially for individual with no capital to fund their projects.
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