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Cultural Imperialism across Time
The world’s history is characterized by numerous cultures owing to the diverse nature of its population. The emergence of different civilizations over time has always been a factor that influenced how cultural landscapes were shaped. For instance, the dominance of the Arabic culture at one point in history led to the creation and adoption of Arabic numbers as a unit of determining quantity worldwide. Similarly, nations such as England and Spain have historically played a significant role in the major languages that are spoken today all over the world. While the spread of different civilizations has often led to the emergence of new cultures, it has also played a significant role in the death of others. For instance, indigenous languages have often become extinct in the light of the spread of civilizations. In recent history, the manifestation of this trend has been in the emergence of the United States as a global superpower and its influence on other countries worldwide as a result. Americanization is a term that is often used to describe the cultural impact of the United States on other nations in the world due to its position as a global leader.
    	Since the turn of the 20th century, the rapid development of the United States and its dominance on the world stage has often given other nations an incentive to imitate its methods and processes whether they be on a political, economic or social front (Zettel 34). For instance, in the wake of the cold war, the United States developed mechanisms to show its cultural practices as more liberal and in the process influence other nations to adopt its political model as a measure against the spread of communism (Bonnett 1084). The political footprint of the United States can be seen further in other nations’ processes that have adopted similar ideologies and systems in recent history, with a good example of this being South Korea which adopted democracy owing to its relationship with the United States. 
    	On the economic front, the United States has always been viewed as the most economically stable and diverse country of the last two centuries. This has led to the expansion of American firms and enterprises into other world markets with brands such as Coca-Cola being dominant on this front (Baines et al., 1112). The entry of American services and products into the commercial markets of other countries has pushed a large percentage of the world population to adopt these amenities and consider them superior to their own further contributing to the death of certain aspects of indigenous cultures. 
    	Cultural imperialism facilitated by the United States has also manifested itself on the social front. In modern times, more and more nations are doing away with social practices such as modes of dressing in favor of American trends. The evolution of the world into the information age has further helped the American culture to spread to the rest of the world through the Internet and American movies. This is especially pronounced in young people who view the American lifestyle as “cooler” as compared to their native practices (Horn 4). 
    	The spread of American culture across the world over time has proved to be both beneficial and disadvantageous. The benefits of Americanization especially in politics and economics are profound. This has primarily manifested itself in countries which did away with old oppressive political systems in favor of a more democratic one with the influence of the United States. Similarly, nations that have adopted economic practices and services fronted by the United States have often experienced growth and progress. However, Americanization is not without some negative impacts to societies. For instance, while most American practices may seem attractive not all of them are good, and in some cases where they have been adopted, they have often eroded a society’s moral values. It has also led to entire countries losing their identities or what defines them as a nation and the extinction of certain cultures. A good example of this is its effect on the Native Americans. 
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