ARGUMENTATION
[bookmark: _GoBack]the topics that you might select from the reading selections could be appropriate for a younger audience that would not require very formal language and structure (your peers perhaps); however, you should still avoid slang and colloquial language (except as illustrations when needed), including contractions. 
First, academic arguments are not angry, sarcastic rants.  They are respectful, research based, and deliberately constructed with the intended audience in mind.  They respect and fairly represent the opposing point of view, but they also refute that view, using primarily logic and reasoning.
Choose a topic from the reading selections – or an idea inspired by one of them.  My suggestions from this week are the English Only Initiative, Political Correctness, Censorship or Book Banning, and the current debate about immigration.  These are very broad topics.  You will need to find a specific focus.  You may also select a topic of interest to you either personally or professionally.  (For example, a Criminal Justice student last year wrote an argument claiming that community programs with mentors and mental health counselors would be more effective for juvenile offenders than serving time in prison.  He was referring particularly to first time violent offenders between 15 and 17 years old, who apparently are often tried and sentenced as adults.) 
Once you have a topic idea, do some READING about it to be certain that you understand the context of the issue and all sides of the issue.  TALK to people about it.  Let them explain their views and question yours.
Formulate a claim about your topic.  Your claim cannot be a question; instead, it should be the answer to a question.  It must be debatable; that is, someone else could reasonably disagree with you.  Be very aware of your word choices: avoid using words that are moralistic or combative, words that might have different meanings for different people or words that will put your reader on the defensive. You could, for example,
· State a claim arguing that (despite popular opinion) something is or is not true.
(For example:  Contrary to the beliefs of many parents of young children, vaccinations are much less harmful than the diseases that they prevent.)
· State a claim arguing that something is (more or less) effective, successful, honest, (or some other adjective) than something else. (Like the example regarding treatment of juvenile offenders mentioned in the above paragraph.  Also, your Rhetorical Analysis essay made a claim about the effectiveness of an argument.)
· State a claim arguing the causes and/or effects (or potential effects) of something.  (For example:  The attempts to make playgrounds perfectly safe for children are actually having more negative than positive effects.)
· State a claim proposing that a specific someone or group should take a specific action in order to address this (well defined) problem. (For example:  The Ohio Department of Transportation must redesign the many entrance and exit ramps on Route 30 in Mansfield.
Identify your target audience. Your intended audience must be identified early so that all of your evidence can be gathered and arranged to have the strongest impact – for – this – audience.  The contextual background, level of formality, word choices, types of evidence, arrangements of evidence – all are designed for your specific audience.  You might be aware that there could also be a “peripheral” audience of others who would be interested in your issue, so you could build in some appeals for them while still focusing on your target audience.  For example, if you argue that public schools must require that all students be up to date on their vaccinations, your target audience would be those who could do something about it – the school board or perhaps the lawmakers; however, parents of young children would also be interested in the argument.  What might you do to reach them?  Both audiences will probably expect scientific and medical facts and statistics from very credible sources, but the parents will also be moved by emotional appeals.
Gather evidence.  Avoid random Web searches.  Instead, use the library databases – subject-specific databases if possible.  Look for a variety of types of evidence; don’t let your argument drown in oceans of research data.  You will need some evidence of the context surrounding the issue, some to illustrate the problem, some to provide insight into your opposing viewpoint, and perhaps some to provide some personal interest.
Consider the order of presentation.  The introduction and conclusion, of course, are fixed.  Every other part of your essay is yours to design.  
· You may decide to begin with your opposing viewpoint (your counterargument).  That way, each point you discuss throughout the rest of the essay can directly refute the opposition. You may break the opposing viewpoint into specific parts and discuss them throughout the essay.  This usually occurs when the writer wants to directly counter each point.  Or you may wait until the end.  Since you would have presented all of your evidence, this method usually minimizes the significance of the counterargument.
· The contextual background could be placed in the introduction (if it is minimal), it could be at the beginning of the body, or – especially if it is a sequence of events – it could be broken into parts throughout the body.  
· The deliberate rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos) will, of course, depend on your audience.  Emotional appeals may not be appropriate for some audiences; however, you might consider reaching out to your audience and establishing some common ground.  This is more of a human touch than what we often think of as emotional appeal.  In the example of arguing about vaccinations, a writer could simply acknowledge a parent’s fear of the potential harmful effects of vaccines.  Your ethos will be established in part by the quality of your sources, your fairness to the opposition, and – yes, actually – your writing skills.  Arguing a serious topic in an informal voice or showing many mechanical and proofreading errors will minimize the impact of your argument because it will appear that you have little pride in your work.  The logos of your paper will be not only the well-chosen, credible sources that you cite but also the reasoning you provide and the connections that you make between your sources.
Introduction:	There is not one single way to compose an effective introduction, but there are many options.  Your introduction is not limited to a single paragraph, but there is nothing inherently wrong with that.  Often, there is a paragraph of contextual background to introduce the issue or a personal interest narrative for an interesting opening.  Then the second paragraph introduces the specific issue and includes the thesis/claim.  I would suggest that you keep this introductory section under control; that is, do not let it go beyond the beginning of the second page before you get to your claim.  Your reader will be left to wonder where you are going.
Here is a link to some suggestions for introductions:
http://cmsw.mit.edu/writing-and-communication-center/resources/writers/introduction-strategies 

Body Paragraphs: Most of your body paragraphs will be presenting evidence of your claim.  They will probably be best placed in order of increasing importance, but there are many other methods of organization.  The important thing is not to leave your reader wondering where you are heading.  Use topic sentences to clarify the purpose of each paragraph and to clearly relate it to your thesis.  Do not use a quotation from a source as your topic sentence!  State your purpose first, and let the quotation support you.  You should also try to build in some transitions or “signposts” as signals to your reader that a point is coming to a close or that a new phase of your argument is beginning.  These two types of sentences or phrases will guide your reader smoothly through your argument and will clarify the structure and direction of your paper.  Constructing these guides will also help you remain focused on your overall argument.
Integration of sources:  You have three options for integrating material from your sources:  summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting directly (see ch. 3 in your text).  DO NOT OVER-QUOTE!  Quote only when any other method would cloud the meaning or weaken the impact.  When you do quote, quote ONLY what you need to make your point.  Keep quotations as brief as possible.  Remember that if a quotation is 4 lines or more, you must use block form, which does break the flow of your paper, so use this sparingly, if at all.  YOUR OWN VOICE MUST BE THE PRIMARY FOCUS IN YOUR PAPER!
Conclusion:  Here, you might consider beginning with a quotation if you have one that encapsulates your argument.  It might be a quotation from a song or poem or something from popular culture.  At some point, you should re-state your claim, using wording different from the   claim in the introduction.  Make it sound final, emphatic.  You might focus on the implications of your argument and stress the significance – for the present or for the future.  Consider setting your argument into a larger context or project into the future.  Another option for a conclusion is to refer to the beginning of your introduction – especially if you began with an idea intended to get attention.
