	DB: 1. Taking into consideration the history you have learned this term, why is poverty so persistent among African Americans?
	Persistence poverty is described as experiencing deprivation for many years. It is characterized by incomes below the poverty line, it occurs to those who are marginalized; most particularly because of their social standing. Notably, this has been the case for the African American. This is despite the many poverty eradication strategies such as food programs, medical insurance, minimum wage laws among others (Cooper, 2011). There are certain reasons that can explain this persistence poverty in one of the richest country.
	One cause of the persistent poverty among the African American is the unemployment gap. In fact, research shows that since 1963, the rate of unemployment among the African American has only reduced by 6%. Besides, their rate of unemployment is double that of the whites. Therefore, the prevailing high rates of unemployment among the African Americans have contributed to their persistence poverty. Secondly, the low income among the employed African Americans stagnate them at the poverty cycle. It is estimated that in fifty years, the income gap between the whites and the blacks has only reduced by 7% (Heath, 2013). 
	Moreover, as a marginalized group, the African Americans are severely affected by historical events. For instance, during the great recession, the income and house ownership of the African Americans fell by double that of their white counterparts (Heath, 2013). Additionally, the strategies set to reduce the poverty among this group have focused on changing the individuals rather than the institutions that shape them. For instance, educating an African American without changing the employing institution does not break the cycle of poverty among them (Cooper, 2012).
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 Respone#1
	I totally agree with your description of driving while black. This scenario cannot be comprehensively explained without referring to the experiences of African Americans living in the neighborhood of the white residence. Notably, your illustration on Detroit versus Eastpointe is so much on point. The illustration has been able to point out how the Eastpointe police scrutinize the blacks living in Detroit, while the whites who live in the same region are treated with much leniency. Similarly, racial profiling of the blacks driving into white’s neighborhood is one of the bitter realities that black drivers face every day. But this is not the only occurrence where they experience such kind of discrimination. However, as you have explained black drivers are at a higher rate of being stopped by traffic police, searched, ticketed and even arrested. Accordingly, your work gives a very detailed illustration of the horrible experiences that black drivers go through in the US. Moreover, you have appropriately used relevant evidence to support your allegations. Your work is well researched, detailed and organized. 
Response #2
	Notably, you seem to have researched and written a lot of information for this work. However, you have taken more time to explain the political context following the presidency of Reagan. Yet you have given a little illustration on how these occurrences affected the economic status of African American. For instance, in the second paragraph, the reader is struggling to draw the main point. Your work should be more focused on what happened to the economic status of the African Americans during Reagan’s tenure. For instance, you have indicated that civil rights and welfare programs were reduced. But how did this affect the economic status of the African American? Likewise, in the last paragraph, you have stated that the economic reality for African American became a struggle. How and why did it become a struggle? For instance, you could have stated that the reduction of welfare programs during Reagan’s era reduced the accessibility of basic needs for the African Americans, increasing their poverty levels… In short, focus on the question and avoid irrelevant information. Well researched but poorly organized work. 
