Running Head: JORDAN EDWARDS: A CASE OF VICTIMIZATION	1

JORDAN EDWARDS: A CASE OF VICTIMIZATION	2











Jordan Edwards: A Case of Victimization
Name
Institution
Date










Jordan Edwards: A Case of Victimization
	The history of American is tainted with discrimination and victimization of the marginalized groups. Year after year, young and unarmed black men are shot in the streets of America under controversial circumstances. A report by the bureau of justice statistics suggests that while the black Americans account for only 13% of the total population, they account for 15% of nonfatal violent crimes. Besides, they account for almost half of all the homicide cases. The report indicated that young black males were most prone to victimization (Harrell 2007). The recent evidence of victimization is from the shooting of Jordan Edwards: a young black male aged 15 years.
	   According to the Cullen (2017), Jordan, his brother, and two friends were attending a party at a friend’s house at night. The police were called at the Balch Springs residence where the party was being held to restore order from drunken teens. On their arrival at the house, one of the police officer by the name T. Gross approached the car in which Jordan and his friends were in. He told the driver to stop, but he continued to reverse slowly. The policeman showed the driver his gun and ordered him to stop. At that moment the driver started to accelerate. Another policeman who had in the meantime gone to get a gun from his car shot at the speeding vehicle. In the event, Jordan was seriously injured. He was rushed to hospital where he later passed on.
	Jordan’s incident is an illustration of Lifestyle Exposure Theory. The theory proposes that an individual is likely to be victimized due to their way of life. Accordingly, several demographics such as age, race are also common elements in this theory. These elements hold specific role beliefs and societal hindrances (Pitcher and Johnson, 2011). It is such expectations and constraints that make young black males in America more exposed to victimization.
	Although the police did not shoot directly at the victim, the vehicle he was shooting at was carrying five young black men. These prevailing conditions are linked to negative stereotypes. Moreover, the youths were coming from the party where teenagers were drinking and causing disturbance to their neighbors. More importantly, the party was taking place at night. These factors must have significantly contributed to the shooting.
	Notably, the legal resource that was relevant in Jordan’s killing is the judicial system. Accordingly, Jordan’s parents sued Oliver for the murder of their son. They also filed a case against the Balch Springs Police Department for having failed to take action on Oliver, even though he had been involved in several victimization cases before. Days later, Oliver was fired from the police department at Balch Springs. He was later charged with the murder of Jordan. Notably, unlike previous murders when protestors flooded the streets, Jordan’s shooting did not attract demonstrations. However, a candle lit vigil was conducted at Jordan’s home. His parents discouraged the demonstrations so that the court case could not be diverted. Also, they needed peace during their son’s burial preparations (Emily, Tsiaperas and Thompson, 2017).
	In conclusion, victimization of the marginalized groups is not uncommon in America. The most affected group is young black males. Accordingly, Jordan’s case fell under this category, and it can, therefore, be used to illustrate the lifestyle theory of victimization. Unlike most of the previous murders of unarmed black youths where justice is not served, the culprit in Jordan’s case was charged with the murder.  
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