Discussion Board: Church Polity
	The major church governance systems also known as polity, include the Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Congregational. Each of these polities  exhibits different types of leadership depending on the individuals who have authority in making the decisions that concern the church. Basically, in the congregational polity, no decision can be passed without approval by the congregation. On the other hand, in the Presbyterian governance, major church decisions are passed by the body of church elders. They work closely with the deacons who oversee various departments of the church. Conversely, in Episcopal polity, the authority is held by one overseer or bishop. It is a hierarchal form of leadership with bishops at every level answering to those above them (Jamieson1s).  
	Personally, I feel that Presbyterian Church polity is the most biblical faithful. Just like the early church, the presbytery polity has a pastor and a body of elders and supporting deacons at the local church (Jamieson 2). This governance structure is described in 1 Tim. 3. 1-7. Also, the body of elders is mentioned several times in the New Testament. For instance, Paul appointed elders to head all the churches that he established (The New Oxford Annotated Version, Acts 14. 23). Besides, he urged his assistants to do the same (Titus 1. 5). Notably, besides heading the church, the elders perform spiritual duties such as praying for the sick. This corresponds to James’ advice to the sick; for them to call upon the church elders to pray for them (Jas. 5. 14).
	In the same line, the role and qualification of deacons in the Presbyterian leadership in today’s church corresponds to the role of the biblical deacons as described in Acts 6. 1-6. For instance, today’s deacons are given the responsibility of heading various departments in the church including charity, Christian education, among others (Jamieson 4). Based on this Biblical support, it is evident that the Presbyterian polity corresponds most to the biblical leadership. 
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