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How fossil fuels are causing global warming
The world’s largest sources of energy are fossil fuels such as oil, gas and coal. These fuels have been used for many years across the world and have been key drivers of the economic development of many countries. Nonetheless, these fossil fuels have caused a devastating effect to the environment that if not curtailed, may pose an irreparable danger to both the flora and fauna. Recent statistics by the Agency of environmental protection reveal that the fossil fuels were responsible for close to 80% of the total greenhouse emissions by 2010.  Fossil fuels pose a grave danger to our environment since the combustion of oil may trigger health problems; mining of coal on the other hand leads to a destruction of vegetation and soil while gas has led to an increase in temperature by insulating the planet.
	One reason that affirms why fossils fuels are indeed triggering climate change emanates out of the fact that the over-reliance on oil has led to an environmental degradation or destruction. Oil spills and extraction has posed significant risk to not only plants and animals but also to human beings. One example that affirms the above is the famous deepwater horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico that caused significant destruction to the aquatic life and also posed serious health threats to the neighboring communities. Furthermore, the combustion of oil also releases fine particles that cause problems to the respiratory system. Fossil Fuels article revealed that petroleum is responsible for over 42% of the greenhouse gas emissions which underscores why oil is indeed a danger to human, animal and plant life.
The other factor is coal which produces pollutants that harm the air such as nitrogen oxide, mercury and sulfur dioxide, which is induced by rain. Fossil Fuels article revealed that it is in fact responsible for over 32% of all greenhouse emissions. The mining process is detrimental to the environment since it leads to a destruction of both the soil and vegetation. Wastes from mines also cause destruction to streams and rivers. 
The other factor is gas which is responsible for over 27% of all greenhouse emissions. Methane that is largest component of natural gas is almost as intoxicating as carbon dioxide. Natural gas therefore has an almost similar effect in global warming like coal and also oil and there is therefore a need to curtail the use of these fossil fuels.
There are those who have tried to defend the use of fossil fuels such as a recent report by NASA that propagated the notion that fossil fuels causes global cooling as asserted by Austin (1). The EDF BLOG (2009) also claimed that global warming is not related to the combustion of fossil fuels.
I however refute the above notion since they are not based on any facts. Facts as evoked in the Fossil Fuels article revealed that the average amount of energy that is coming from the sun has remained constant since 1750. If global warming was triggered by active sun, then the warmer temperatures would be exhibited in all the atmosphere layers. The article further added that the upper temperature has cooled while the surface of the lower atmosphere has warmed and this is mainly because of the trapping of the heat in the lower atmosphere by greenhouse gases. 
In conclusion, it is evident that the use of fossil fuels is one of the largest contributors to global warming. Oil, coal and gas, which are the largest sources of energy, have led to a destruction of the environment through a destruction of greenhouse emissions. It is therefore imperative to consider other energy efficient and renewable sources of energy in order to change this trend and safeguard our environment.
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