Surname 1

Surname 4

Student's Name
Professor's Name
Grade Course
Date of Submission
Buddhism in China
Buddhism is a religion which was founded in India by Siddhartha Gautama after he received troubling visions. He was greatly disturbed by the anguish he witnessed in the visions and this compelled him to seek the meaning of life and truth. It is at the beginning of this mission that he changed his name to Buddha and started living like a monk. Buddha’s oral teachings and philosophies of a monastic life were passed down by word of mouth until the 2nd century BC when the first Buddhism scriptures were written. Shortly after that, the scriptures found their way to China (Eric 49). This paper explains how Buddhism was introduced in china and the factors that facilitated its popularity throughout china.
	After the introduction of Buddhism in India, the faith spread down the Silk Road which was mostly used by Chinese traders. The first entry of Buddhism into China was during Han’s dynasty when Buddha appeared to Emperor Ming through a vision. This compelled Ming to send out officers to find the cause of the dream. On their way down the Silk Road, the officials encountered two monks holding an image of Buddha, and two fair horses which were laden with Buddhism scriptures. The officials went back to china with the monk, and the emperor acknowledged Buddha’s image as the one in his dream. Consequently, he requested the monks to translate the writings into Chinese. He later constructed the White Horse Temple as a tribute to two white horses (monkeytree 1).
	Throughout the Jin dynasty, a lot of scriptures had been converted into Chinese and the number of monks had increased significantly. Moreover, Buddhism was taking root all over China. Also, during the Sui and Tang dynasties, Buddhism was a recognized religion all over China. Majority of the rulers had endorsed the religion by building several temples as well as attending Buddhism rituals. Moreover, numerous Buddha’s painting and images were evident in the thousand caves (Fiona 164).
 According to Kenneth, the Religious purpose was one of the factors that contributed to the popularity of Buddhism in China. The morals and teachings Of Buddhism of gave the promise of a life without suffering. Moreover, wives and expectant women sought help by presenting their petitions to Guanyin, who represented mercy (197). As a result, many people perceived the religion as a way of escaping from their sufferings and tribulations.  
	Also, support by the political leaders facilitated the popularity of Buddhism in china. For instance, Emperor Taizhong had Buddhist pictures and sculptures set up throughout China. Also, Empress Wu facilitated the construction of many temples and gave more authority to monks. In addition, Empress Wu declared Buddhism as the superior religion in china (Kenneth 200).
	Similarly, economic factors led to the popularity of Buddhism in China. First, traders along the Silk Road preached the religion on their way. Besides, Buddhist monasteries were lawfully approved as banks and warehouses where the community could deposit their valuables. Social factors were also attributed to the popularization of Buddhism in china. For instance, monasteries offered health care and ran schools, and hosted traveler. Besides, monks were respected and highly esteemed members of the Chinese community and they therefore, commanded an influence (Kenneth 208).
	In conclusion, was introduced in China during the Han dynasty. After that social, economical, religious and political factors popularized the religion throughout china.
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