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Internet slang
Internet slangs, also referred to as cyber-slangs, internet short-hand, netspeak, SMS speak, or chatspeak denote a selection of daily languages utilized by diverse community on the internet. The internet slang continues to grow to the extent of being included in the dictionary. The inclusion of these slangs into dictionaries change the way language is utilized. The essay will discuss the role of internet slangs in changing the language application and the effect of slang introduction into the dictionary on grammar use in schools. 
Internet slangs continue to emerge and they have gained popularity. Some of them include FOMO (Fear Of Missing Out) and LOL (Laugh Out Loud) (BBC News). The application of these slangs has gained popularity in internationally and they are applied and accepted in nearly all the continents. The internet heightens the application of these words because of its network-connectivity characteristic. The internet enhances networking such that people from any region on the plant can share information from others on the globe (Kleinman). Thus, when a word is introduced in the internet scene, its application heightens leading to its popularity. 
Many internet slangs have become part of the dictionary contents after being identified and proved worthy of inclusion in the dictionaries as new words (Dewey. It can be observed that internet slangs have to withstand continued application for about five years for them to be considered worthy of inclusion into the dictionary. For example, Oxford dictionary deemed it fit to include LOL in their dictionary (Lee). One of the major reasons given by Oxford for including the internet slang, LOL, is its capability to be in use for over five years, from the time of its introduction into the online world (Lee). Assumptions are made that since the word has withstood five years in use; it has gained roots in daily use, thus making it a word worthy of recognition. Additionally, it is possible that since the word manages to remain popular for five years; it possesses the potential of remaining in use for several other years. Thus, the word is deemed worthy of inclusion in dictionaries. However, words that lose popularity, and applicability, before the end of five years are considered unworthy to the included in the dictionaries. For example, “wurfing” is an internet slang denoting surfing the internet during working hours, failed to make it into the dictionary (The Telegraph). Its inability to gain inclusion into the dictionary rests in the fact that the word is yet to gain the appropriate popularity. It would thus be right to assert that “wurfing” may find its way to the dictionary if its popularity and duration of use increases. 
Internet slangs have changed language use and application in daily lives. For example, the introduction of LOL in the dictionary means that the word can be used officially as an English word (Lee). Additionally, the introduction of other words such as SMH (shaking my head), and BTW (by the way) also mean that they can be used as English words, which makes them justified just like other words found in the dictionary (Lytle). However, these newly included slangs may be different from their former English counterparts because of their uniqueness. For example words such as FOMO and LOL, among others are unique and appear to be acronyms, although they can be rightly used as such without writing their full names (Lee). This characteristic means that language use is influenced language use because they are used in their short form without having to worry about the need to include their entire names. The audience is intended to understand the meanings of the internet slangs because it is not mandatory that effort should be made by the authors to include the slang’s full names. Thus, language use is influenced to the extent that words are becoming shorter (Thurairaj, Hoon, Roy, and Fong). As can be observed from internet slangs such as LOL, it is faster to write them down because of the reduction in the number of letters. Slangs normally encompass acronyms representing longer words. Rather than inscribe “Laugh Out Loud,” the author only needs to inscribe “LOL” and the intended meaning will have been acquired.  
Social media has contributed greatly to the emergence of internet slang. According to Zappavigna, the social media such as Facebook and Twitter have contributed greatly to the emergence of internet slang. For example, Twitter is known for limiting the number of characters that people can use to communicate their messages. To communicate long stories, authors would be forced to devise ways of passing the message without having to exceed the allowed characters. Thus, people are forced to be creative and devise acronyms that limit the need for writing prolonged phrases, while reducing space at the same time (McKelvey). Furthermore, it is worth noting that social media does not confirm to grammar rules, which gives users the autonomy of being creative and using words as they please (Kleinman). Unlike grammar which contains rules such as punctuation and spelling, social media does not have such rules. Users can write messages as they please and still remain relevant and be considered right (Zappavigna). Thus, it can be concluded that social media plays significant roles in influencing today’s language by eliminating the significant language rules that define communication such as spelling and punctuation. 
Internet slangs have influenced how students communicate and handle their learning in schools. According to Lytle, tutors are experiencing challenges marking students’ work because of the way they handle their assignments. Tutors find that slangs such as SMH (shaking my head), BTW (by the way), and IDK (I don’t know) in students’ assignments. Additionally, students nowadays find it hard to apply punctuation or capitalizing word as guided by grammar rules. Furthermore, students showed tendencies of abbreviating words longer than a syllable to one. To further show the extent of the influence of social media on their class work, it will be necessary to evaluate the findings from a survey conducted by the Pew Internet and American Life Project. This survey involved 700 students aged between 12 years and 17 years old (Lytle). The findings showed that 85 percent of the respondents asserted to have applied a form of electronic communication, whether through text messaging, instant messaging, or social media. It is argued that these students may not be aware they are applying language shortcuts because of having been born in a hi-tech era (Lytle). The formal perspective of the English language, for example, has been drastically affected by social media language tendencies. Students do not appear to see their mistakes or the need to construct grammatically correct sentences and phrases. Their association with creative acronyms has influenced the way they perceive important educational courses to the extent that the students do not identify the need to embrace proper grammar and syntax. 
The introduction of internet slang, therefore, into dictionaries has not only affected language use, but has also affected students’ capability to apply language techniques (Thurairaj, Hoon, Roy, and Fong). The observation that internet slangs can be can be considered as new words that need to be acknowledged has sent a false illusion especially to students. Students get easily confused that the internet slang they apply in their daily lives may not be appropriate for application in school work. Furthermore, students appear incapable of deciphering that just because a word finds its way into the dictionary does not guarantee its appropriateness to be used in school work. For example, words such as LOL or SMH, however appealing they may have been promoted by dictionaries, may not be deemed appropriate for use in academic work (Lytle). Whereas the introduction of new words into dictionaries was an achievement that could benefit students by enhancing their understanding of vocabulary, the rate at which new internet slangs are introduced into the dictionary, appears to diminish the English language. Students need to understand that growing up using some internet slang does not quantify the application of the same in academic work. 
In conclusion, it can be observed that internet slangs have grown rapidly in the recent past. The rate at which these slangs are being formed is high and it appears that language may change. Furthermore, it can be observed that many of these words are finding themselves in the dictionaries, having qualified as new words. The qualification of internet slangs to be included in dictionaries depends highly on the word’s popularity and duration of usage. Words that have been in use for five years and beyond can easily find their way into dictionaries. The survival of these words for five years means they have taken root, and are thus capable of sustaining additional years. It also emerges that the social media contributes greatly to the rise in internet slangs. The speed to communicate and the need to reduce space and time have led to the application of short cuts in writing phrases. Students have come to forget language rules as they use internet slangs in their school work, to the disappointment of their tutors. 
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