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After a severe drought had befallen Israel, Jacob’s sons sought food from Egypt, where their brother Joseph, served as Egypt’s ruler (Genesis 41: 41 New Living Translation). Sooner, Joseph’s family came to live in Egypt because of the availability of food. After the death of Joseph and his brothers, the new leadership in Egypt started viewing the Israelites as foreigners, and not Egyptians. The new King saw the Israelites as a risk to the existence of the Egyptians (Exodus 1:10 New Living Translation). The King decided that the Israelites, although they were Egyptians by birth, should be denied their freedom to curtail their powers because they were perceived to have gained immense power. Thus, it was mandatory that the Israelites were to be mistreated to diminish their spirits and motivations and to show that they were inferior because they were in Egypt. At this time, it appeared that only Egyptians deserved freedom because they were in their home country and the ‘foreigners’ the Israelites, deserved to suffer and work for the Egyptians, although the majority of the Israelites, at this time, had all been born in Egypt. 
It can be observed that the Israelites did not qualify to be Egyptians even when they were born in Egypt. To the new Egyptian King, the Egyptians were to maintain their superiority by making the Israelites slaves. Any time the Egyptian King referred to as the Israelites, he used the term ‘them.’ In Exodus 1:9-10 (New Living Translation), the new King asserts that they (Israelites) need to be stopped from increasing in numbers. Thus, the Egypt assumes the in-group bias by viewing the Israelites as a group that does not fit or belong in Egypt, regardless of the fact that all the Israelites in Egypt at that time had been born in Egypt.  However, the Israelites were always perceived as ‘them’ by the Egyptian administration, hence the need to make the Israelites slaves.

 
