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CAUSE #1: The Ferguson shooting
CAUSE #2: Video indication of violent meetings between police and citizens
EFFECT: Reduction in police misconduct
Thesis Statement: Following the Ferguson shooting and the increased video indication of violent meetings between police and civilians, the police department of various cities have resolved to the introduction and use of body cameras on all police officers thus reducing the police misconduct.
Police Body Cams
Police body cameras are video recording devices that are used by the law enforcement for recording the interactions between the officers and the civilians in order to gather objective proof of certain crime scenes. These devices are created by Taser International and aim to improve accountability for both the police officers and the citizens (Stross, Randall). Just a few cities in America have been using these body cameras until recently. Following the Ferguson shooting and the increased video indication of violent meetings between police and civilians, the police department of multiple cities have resolved to the introduction and use of body cameras on all police officers and thus reducing the police misconduct.
The Ferguson shooting was one of the major causes of the introduction of police body cams in America. In August 2014, an unarmed African American teenager, Michael Brown, was shot and murdered by a white police officer, Darren Wilson, in Ferguson (Brustein, Joshua). This shooting led to protests from civilians in the quest for justice. There were several witnesses who witnessed this incidence but rather gave contradicting testimonies towards the occurrence of Mr. Brown’s death. After investigations, the county prosecutor of St. Louis announced that no charges had been pressed on Mr. Wilson. Protests increased causing the Justice Department to appeal to Ferguson to renovate its criminal justice board to reduce the city’s constitutional defilements (Buchanan, Larry, et al). This, therefore, led to the introduction and use of the police body cameras in order to improve accountability for both the police and the citizens.
Moreover, there has been an increased video indication of violent meetings between the police and citizens. In New York, a civilian’s cellphone cameras produced evidence showing a captured man’s struggle to breathe since the police office was holding him a deadly chokehold. In the same cellphone, a police officer was seen dragging a naked woman out of her apartment (Brustein, Joshua). These violent videos have increased and thus gaining attention all over the city and beyond. Therefore, the police department has increased the use of police body cams in order to gather first-hand evidence and undertake the necessary measures to improve police behavior.
Through the implementation of the police body cams in the police departments all over the state, there has been a significant reduction in the police misconduct. In Rialto, California, a study published a great reduction in the filed complaints against police officers after the city started assigning the police to wear body cameras (Stross, Randall). In addition, the incidents concerning the use of force also declined significantly, indicating an improvement in the police behavior. It is believed that watched cops are polite cops (Bailey, Ronald). The citizens are, therefore, protected from the officers’ misbehavior while the police are shielded from the false complaints of the public. 
In conclusion, the police body cams are a proper strategy towards improving accountability for both the officers and the citizens. When the cameras are turned on by the officers during their patrols, the department gets the record of every incident that occurs during their interactions with the civilians. As in the case of the Ferguson shooting and the increased video indications of violence meetings between police and citizens, the introduction and use of police body cams have reduced police misconduct thus promoting smooth operations in law enforcement. Therefore, all cities should ensure the implementation of video cameras in the police department for all officers since they improve transparency. However, there should be policies implemented to govern the use of the body cameras, failure to which necessary actions should be taken against the officers that violate these policies. This will prevent police misconduct and promote both the citizens and officers rights leading to a peaceful nation.
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