RESEARCH PAPER INSTRUCTIONS

[bookmark: _GoBack]For this course, you are required to write a 5–8-page research paper addressing 1 of the topics from the list below. Your paper must incorporate at least 6 scholarly sources from the Approved Sources list and must be formatted in correct, current Turabian style. Additionally, the paper must be accompanied by a properly formatted title page, outline, and bibliography, all of which do not count toward the length requirement.
The Research Paper will have 3 stages of submission. In Module/Week 3, submit the Information Preparation for your paper. In Module/Week 5, submit an Outline for your paper. Then, in Module/Week 8, submit your Research Paper: Final Submission, including the revised outline and final bibliography. Additionally, be sure to follow all of the detailed instructions outlined below.
You must incorporate your instructor’s suggestions. Review the grading rubrics for each of these submissions in order to improve the quality of your work.
Choose 1 of the following topics for your research paper:
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Acts 1:8
The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts
The “calling” of Saul of Tarsus
Acts 19:1–7
Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Paul’s First Missionary Journey
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
Paul’s Trip to Rome
The Relation of the 7 in Acts 6 to the Office of Deacon
Acts 4:12
Simon the Magician
Speaking in Tongues in Acts


Writing and Formatting Requirements
Before submitting your paper, ask yourself each of the questions below to ensure you have fulfilled all of the requirements.
Content
1. Are the main passages of the book of Acts relating to the topic addressed and interpreted?
2. Is each passage clearly stated and explained in a way that examines the topic according to Luke?
3. Is the author’s intent in each passage examined and clearly stated?
4. Is the analysis of each passage thorough? Is each portion of the topic according to the book of Acts clearly defined and examined?
5. Do you interact with sources instead of merely restating their views?
6. Is the topic treated logically and thoroughly? Is critical thinking employed?
7. Do you provide areas where the information found in the book of Acts may be relevant and applicable to the lives of Christians in today’s world?
Materials & Style
1. Did you incorporate 6 sources from the approved list?
2. Are materials properly cited and quoted? Are quotes relevant to the study?
3. Is the paper properly formatted, following current Turabian guidelines? Are the entries in the bibliography and footnotes properly formatted?
4. Is the paper without spelling and grammatical errors?
5. Does the paper reflect an appropriate upper-collegiate-level of vocabulary?
Conclusion
1. Does the conclusion offer a good summary of the issues treated?
2. Does it conclude the thought by offering thoughts that bring the paper to a proper end?
3. Does it offer suggestions for further study related to the issue/passage?
The Jerry Falwell Library has prepared a research guide to assist you in finding academically credible sources for your research in addition to those that are listed in the “Approved Resources by Passage and Topic” document. That guide can be accessed using this link. Remember that any sources you would like to use that are not on the pre-approved resources list must be approved in advance by your instructor.
Your Research Paper: Information Preparation is due through SafeAssign by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Monday of Module/Week 3.
Your Research Paper: Outline is due through SafeAssign by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Monday of Module/Week 5.
Your Research Paper: Final Submission is due through SafeAssign by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday of Module/Week 8.
