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The effect of zoos on animals that are on the verge of extinction
Zoos are not only a place where people go to enjoy wildlife but the main reason for their existence is to bolster the populations of wild animals that are nearing extinction. The study will analyze the effects of Zoos on animals that are on the verge of extinction in order to unravel whether or not the Zoos have played a critical role in the preservation of wild animals over the years.
There are different programs in the United States such as the Association of Zoos and Species Survival Plan that have been put in place in order to formulate effective ways of breeding particular animals that face extinction or are endangered (Bender, 2016). The move is particularly aimed at promoting self-sustenance amongst wild populations and further promoting the health of those that have diversity in terms of the genetics and to ensure that the populations are also stable.
There is sufficient proof to affirm that zoos have been integral in the protection of endangered species. Examples of animals that have been saved through zoos over the last three decades include the red wolves, black-footed ferrets and California condors. The use of SSPs by Zoos to carry out their research has also been heightened in the past few years, which has consequently augmented our understanding on the dynamics of populations and biology of wildlife (Huskey, 2016). In addition, zoos have also raised the awareness on animal protection and further made it possible for organizations to attract support for various projects that are aimed at protecting particular endangered species.
There are numerous success stories that have been recorded for instance the AZA programs that have administered close to 113 different SSPs, which cover close to 200 individual species (Tudge, 2013). Nonetheless, a majority of the wildlife biologists have considered the zoo programs as work in progress. 
The programs have however been instrumental in the protection of many animals for instance the establishment of a stable population of the bongo and the endangered African forest antelope (Bell, 2001). The success has been evident since most of the bongos that have been bred in zoos have been released back to the forest and thereby aiding in increasing the population of these animals.
In spite of the success stories, there are examples where the zoos have not been successful in the protection of endangered animals. Examples of such programs include the protection of snow leopards, Andean condors and giant pandas, which have not been successful but have nonetheless remained in the larger picture of conservation (Craig & Dalgleish, 2003).
Bender (2016) espoused that animals that have been bred in Zoos together with other captive animals can only be bred in such a manner for 100 years. After the 100 years, the genetics of the animals become unviable because the animals have become too inter-bred. If the animals stay for long in the zoo, they can lose their natural traits and thereby making it difficult for them to survive without the help or support of human beings. 
Various programs have been put in place in order to change the above assertion and enable animals to survive in captivity or in zoos beyond one hundred years. Nonetheless, there still remains a challenge since the animals may not add significant value to the other animals after being released back into the wild.
Huskey (2016) proposes that instead of collecting and placing in zoos, it is imperative to come up with other effective strategies that can safeguard some of the most endangered species around the world. He further added that the modern zoos differ from those of the past but the fact that a majority of the animals are still kept in a habitant that is not natural to them, with a reduced enrichment and space means that such animals may continue exhibiting abnormal behaviors.
 There is therefore a question as to whether or not the animals bred in zoos may contribute to the wild animals in forests as a result of the abnormal behaviors. The intricacies surrounding the question above are heightened by the fact that animals largely bred in zoos do not like to breed with the animals that live in the wild. Despite the apparent fact that most of the zoo keepers have unwavering care and concern for the animals, Tudge (2013) postulated that the greatest numbers of zoo keepers are more concerned by the profits and thereby questioning their welfare towards the animals. 
In conclusion, it is apparent from the study that zoos have aided in the protection of animals that are endangered but there are however questions that have been raised regarding the same. There is however a general consensus that zoos have helped in the protection of endangered species and thereby giving future generations the opportunity to experience and see some of the most rare animals on earth that are facing extinction. However, it is important to sensitize the zoo keepers that they should not focus only on the profits but more so, on the welfare of the animals.
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