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Acts 4:12
In Acts 4: 12, the Bible asserts that salvation is found in no one else and that there is no other name under heaven by which people must be saved. Thus, it can be observed that in this passage, the emphasis is on the name by which people must be saved and that the majestic name is Jesus’. However, it is important to evaluate this verse by focusing on the major themes in the book of Acts. Acts is a major book highlighting crucial issues such as the reception of the Holy Spirit, fellowship, communion, and discipleship. The book of Acts provides information regarding the disciples and their activities and role in spreading the gospel after the ascension of Jesus Christ. 
One of the major concepts in Acts regards the supremacy of the name of Jesus, especially concerning salvation. Acts 4:12 asserts that only the name of Jesus Christ is powerful enough to save. The Salvation promised to humankind was to be attained only through the name of Jesus Christ. It is worth noting that Acts speaks about the apostles after the ascension of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ had overcome death, resurrected and had ascended into heaven. Therefore, there was every reason for Peter to assert of the power in Jesus Christ’s name, especially after having witnessed the healing of the beggar. 
Salvation is an important concept in Acts because all apostles’ activities are related to it. The spreading of the gospel is intended to achieve salvation for humankind. Salvation is expressed as the act of redemption and the granting of glory to followers (Culpepper).[footnoteRef:2] Salvation becomes the most appropriate way through which humanity would achieve acceptance from God through Jesus Christ, His son. The issue of salvation is also highlighted by Julia Ching as she asserts of the greatness of the name of Jesus Christ and the role of that name in salvation.  Julia asserts that the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth is superior to all other names and it is a name that worked miracles as was the case when Peter and John used it to heal the beggar.[footnoteRef:3] Peter looked at the beggar and said to him that he did not have silver or gold. However, Peter promised to give what he had, and he told the beggar to walk, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.[footnoteRef:4] From this passage, it can be observed that Peter and John acknowledged the importance and uniqueness of the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. It is the powerful name that changed the beggar’s life, and he walked. He could start working and feeding for himself after getting healed. Thus, Julia’s article corresponds with the passage in the Bible in Acts 4:12 that asserts of the uniqueness of the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Just as the Bible declares that people will only be saved by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, so it happened to the beggar. He was rescued from his challenging life after receiving healing. It can be acknowledged that various names that can be used, but they may not have the powers to save.  [2:  Culpepper, Hugo H. “Acts 4:12.” Review & Expositor 89, no. 1 (December 1992): 86.
]  [3:  Julia Ching. “No Other Name.” Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 12, no. 2–3 (June 1985): 256.]  [4:  Ibid: 257] 

It can be argued that the intent of the author is to amplify the knowledge about the power in the name of Jesus. This statement is based on the observation that Ching goes deeper in trying to enhance the understanding of the authority in the name of Jesus by further evaluating the deeds of Peter and John regarding the beggar. For example, Ching asserts that the beggar did not request to be healed.[footnoteRef:5] On the contrary, he only wanted money, which Peter and John did not have. Thus, by arguing that the beggar’s healing depended not on his faith, but on the faith of Peter, Ching strives to show how powerful the name of Jesus is and that no other name could have achieved similar fetes. It cannot be claimed that the beggar was healed because of his faith because he was never interested in healing in the first place. Thus, his healing solely depended on Peter’s faith in the name of Jesus, when he told the beggar to get up and walk, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  [5:  Julia Ching. “No Other Name.” Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 12, no. 2–3 (June 1985): 258.] 

Additionally, Utley’s also provides critical information about salvation and its role in the spreading of the gospel.[footnoteRef:6] The author goes on to expound on the meaning regarding salvation by offering additional verses from the Bible. Therefore, it can be observed that salvation is critical in the attainment of the objective of the spreading of the gospel. It can be argued that the conversion of Christians may not be accomplished without the attainment of salvation. It is through salvation that Christians become redeemed from temptations and sin.  [6:  Bob Utley. “Luke the Historian: Acts.” The Study Bible Commentary Series, New Testament, 3B. (November 2012) https://bible.org/seriespage/luke-historian-acts.
] 


Furthermore, Boesak also acknowledges the importance and relevance of Jesus’ name in apostleship.[footnoteRef:7] Through the name of Jesus, all people receive their salvation. It is a name that the disciples and current missionaries can find solace in because its power is eternal. Just as the name was powerful when Jesus lived on earth, so is the name powerful even now. From an evaluation of the article, it can be argued that Boesak’s intentions are geared towards exemplifying the role of the name of Jesus Christ in saving humanity.  [7:  Allan Aubrey Boesak. “In the Name of Jesus: Acts 4:12.” Journal of Theology for Southern Africa 52 (September 1985): 49.] 

A critical understanding of the book of Acts is necessary to understand the role of the apostles after the ascension of Jesus Christ. It is worth noting that the apostles were now in charge of the advancement of the gospel after Jesus had ascended into heaven. Having spent many years with Jesus Christ and learning more about His mission, the apostles were now in charge of the mission. Therefore, it is worth noting that a clear understanding of the lives of the apostles, their way of life, and the nature of their apostolic tasks is necessary to understand how those elements would influence the advancement of the gospel. Constable asserts that the apostles had a significant role in ensuring they win other disciples who would carry the mantle of spreading the gospel into the world just as Jesus Christ had wanted. To enhance valuable understanding of the book of Acts, Constable provides more information about the historical background of Acts’ authorship.[footnoteRef:8] It is also worth noting that Acts talks about the challenges faced by the apostles, as they promoted the gospel and the roles played by each apostle in achieving the intended objective of spreading the gospel. For example, the audience at that time was extremely critical of the apostles and it was likely that the apostles faced backlash. Constable evaluates the audience to whom Peter was speaking and his courage in standing before a congregation full of intellectual and wealthy people in the region.[footnoteRef:9] Therefore, the risk Peter faced by promoting the gospel is highly evident in Acts. The power held by these influential people could be used to wreck havoc to the apostles as they went about their businesses of spreading the gospel. It is possible for the reader to deduce that Peter risked significantly by asserting of the greatness of the name of Jesus at a time when there was a large population of highly influential people that were against the disciples’ work. Acts, therefore, provides an evaluation of the challenges involved in the spread of the gospel. It is possible to become afraid when called to address influential persons. However, Peter exhibits courage when addressing the prominent individuals and this act gives hope and courage to current apostles to be courageous. [8:  Thomas  Constable. “Notes on Acts.” Dr. Constable’s Expository Notes. (2014). http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/acts.pdf.]  [9:  Thomas  Constable. “Notes on Acts.” Dr. Constable’s Expository Notes. (2014). http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/acts.pdf.] 

An understanding of the Acts’ contents may be limited if the reader possesses limited information about the environment surrounding the apostles during that time and their achievements. Polhill provides the issue of the attainment of the apostles regarding their expertise in spreading the word.[footnoteRef:10]  It is appropriate to understand how the apostles managed to succeed in such tough times while spreading the gospel. It can be observed that the apostles, such as Luke were experts in historical and linguistic fronts that they managed to ensure the gospel was spread as Jesus Christ had intended. For example, Polhill emphasizes outlines Luke’s expertise in the Greek language and how this enhanced the spreading of the gospel to promote Christianity at a time that the apostles were faced with numerous challenges including opposition from influential persons.[footnoteRef:11] The book of Acts, therefore, is not only about the Holy Spirit and the spreading of the gospel. It is also about the qualification of the people involved in spreading the gospel. Acts is also about courage and commitment to ensure that the gospel reaches the world as Jesus Christ intended.  [10:  John  Polhill. The New American Comentary: Acts. Vol. 26. (Nashville: B&H Publishing Group), 1992.
]  [11:  Ibid] 

In conclusion, it can be observed that Acts 4:12 plays a significant role in the advancement of the gospel based on the statement about no other name. This statement forms the basis of missionary work because it is through this name that Christians proclaim the Christianity faith. Whereas some authors have contributed substantially to the enhancement of understanding of the topic through the provision of background information, others have not provided as much. The provision of additional background information heightens understanding. 
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