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Lemonade by Beyoncé
Beyoncé’s latest album ‘Lemonade’ is her sixth album which was released on April 23, 2016. This is the second visual album by Beyoncé after the conceptual album record in 2013. It was released by Parkwood Entertainment and spread via the Columbia Records. Upon release of this album, Lemonade was hence complemented by a one-hour film that was aired on HBO. Lemonade, which is mainly an R&B album, consists of a variety of genres such as blues, rock, pop, reggae, hip-hop, country, Americana, soul, gospel, funk, and trap (Päkkilä, Elina). On April 23, the record was made open for online streaming via the Tidal streaming service. Later, the record was launched for buying by album or track to the iTunes Store and Amazon Music, and also to the physical traders. Lemonade received praise from lots of people including the critics leading to an enormous sale across the country. It was then supported by several singles including “Sorry”, “Formation”, “Hold Up”, “All Night”, “Freedom” and “Daddy Lessons.” The album was then crowned among the best of 2016. Lemonade was awarded the Best Urban Contemporary Album and Best Music Video at the Grammy awards while nearly all her singles were nominated for various categories. Beyoncé’s ‘Lemonade’ is, therefore, a visual tale that addresses multiple themes including infidelity, disturbance and grief, anger, resurrection and forgiveness, ecstasy, feminism and black women empowerment.
Infidelity is one of the major themes addressed in the album Lemonade by Beyoncé. Upon the first listen, one can tell that Beyoncé’s latest album is all about her husband’s (Jay-Z) cheating. It is clear that Beyoncé is disappointed at her husband’s infidelity. She uses this album as a medium to explore her feelings about the situation and how she is coping with the emotional fallout from Jay Z’s supposedly cheating on her. In Lemonade, Beyoncé is more serious and stares at her husband’s infidelity straight in the face, addressing him directly, “You remind me of my father…able to exist in two places at once…you come home at 3 a.m. and lie to me…What are you hiding?” (Miles, Corey). Beyoncé also addresses her husband’s mistresses claiming that they can take a photo just the three of them. She addresses Jay-Z as a “beautiful man” claiming that he is lying and also threatens to leave him if he cheats on her again.
Moreover, Lemonade explores the theme of feminism and empowerment of black women. Beyoncé rejoices on the profound southern culture acknowledging the Black Lives Matter movement and Malcolm X (Brunßen, Aneka). in Malcolm X, the film explains that in America, the most neglected person is the black woman. Throughout the film, Beyoncé adopts different identities and hence celebrates the diversification of black females. At one point she is a stage singer, then a Southern Belle, an irritated street girl, a helpless wife in bed, an Egyptian Queen among other identities. Lemonade glides around black women both the famous and not. Serena Williams is seen twerking away while Beyoncé stretches out on a throne. Amandla Stenberg, a feminist actress in The Hunger Games, who inspires a revolution in the black society and Quvenzhane Wallis, an actress who featured in The Beasts of the Southern Wild, are also seen in the film (Collins, Patricia). In the video for “Formation,” Beyoncé has an immediate message to deliver asking America to stop shooting the black people. He asks America to see their black faces and view her not only as a scorned wife but also as a black woman as well as an invention of the prayers of her black mother.
In addition, Lemonade introduces the theme of disturbance and grief through the creepy images from various times and places. The film reveals Beyoncé as a faceless and contemporary lady dressed in a fur coat inclined on a car. There is also a black and white image of a wooden wall with a chain, which appears to be a type of instrument used for torture from the ultimate female idealist in history, Joan of Arc. The following shot reveals Beyoncé kneeling before a red carpet while singing thus portraying her image as a catastrophic woman of the theater. In the next urban setting, Beyoncé is portrayed as suicidal as she throws herself off a tall building. However, she lands in an ocean and floats weightlessly without hurting herself.
Additionally, anger is depicted in Lemonade through various scenes, especially during Beyoncé’s smashing of cars. Anger is a frustrating stage, particularly for women since it comprises of self-anger, self-doubt, and plenty of anger towards the unfaithful partner (Rogers, Holly, Carol & Lisa). People tend to either suppress or dismiss their anger other than blaming other elements within the relationship that could have triggered these issues. Nonetheless, Beyoncé deals with her anger in an irrational manner that surprises many individuals. After slamming the doors of a church open, Beyoncé walks down the stairs followed by a great flood signifying her rebirth. This illustrates a great contrast in her emotions, as they move from anger to ecstasy (Miles, Corey). Beyoncé is then seen wearing a wavy yellow dress and smiling as she walks down the streets of the New Orleans. She then starts smashing cars and store windows using the baseball bat she is carrying. As she smashes the cars and windows, Beyoncé sings the lamentation “Hold Up.” She claims that there is no other man above her husband and, therefore, it is quite wicked of any man to treat a girl that loves him wrong. In Lemonade, Beyoncé claims that she is the dragon breathing fire, the lion. She claims that the husband is not trying hard enough, that he does not love her deep and hard enough. Although Beyoncé insists that she is neither broken nor crying, her anger is revealed through these rampant activities of smashing windows and cars. 
Besides, the image of water depicts the theme of resurrection and forgiveness. In “6 Inch,” Beyoncé resurrects out of the fire when she walks out of her burning house through the uterine-red lobby, suggesting menstruation and orgasm. She is able to conquer the water when she falls off the tall building through floating in the ocean thus signifying baptism and resurrection (Rogers, Holly, Carol & Lisa). Similarly, when she smashes a hydrant using the baseball bat, Beyoncé jumps in the water and starts dancing while she is joined by other women. Water is illustrated as a refreshing symbol that resurrects an individual. Moreover, forgiveness is portrayed as an end to grief when Beyoncé asks to be baptized now since reconciliation is possible. Beyoncé claims that if she is going to heal, then it should be in a glorious way. Beyoncé is thereafter seen seated at a piano keyboard while her image and that of Jay-Z’s appear thus demonstrating a sea change. The film finally comes to an end when Beyoncé is seen smiling and laughing in the backyard with Jay-Z and Blue Ivy. 
In conclusion, the twelve phases of Lemonade describe how Beyoncé approaches the betrayal and infidelity from her husband through insight, denial, anger, emptiness and loss, restoration, forgiveness, and hope among other stages. Lemonade is also a visual tale that addresses multiple themes including infidelity, disturbance and grief, anger, resurrection and forgiveness, ecstasy, feminism and black women empowerment. Beyoncé describes her epic adventure through heartbreak and her journey towards overcoming it and coming out on the other side. Throughout her journey, she is able to reconcile various factors that are wanting. She fights for black lives recognition in the state and also empowers the black women. Although at some point, femininity is demonstrated as a violent destruction, Beyoncé blends the high and small cultures with religious signs and female identities and thus implementing and fighting for the empowerment of all individuals. She also describes various ways of dealing with anger and doubts. Although much of it is quite destructive, she is able to overcome and in the end reconciles with her husband after forgiving him. Correspondingly, multiple couples experience heartbreaks from their partners at some point in their lives. However, people react to and deal with their issues differently and can either experience these phases similar to those in Lemonade or in a different order. Therefore, for any individual who has undergone betrayal, he/ she may have a very difficult time to handle this experience and may sometimes end up in a divorce. However, the period of time one takes is an opportunity to rediscover oneself and eventually move through and beyond the situation hence yielding a stronger, wiser and more hopeful person. Everyone gets lemons, what matters is what you make out of them. Hence, people should try and make lemonade from the lemons just like Beyoncé did.
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