Paper Assignment #1:  Articulating a Sociological Perspective using a newspaper article


Objective of the Assignment:  The main objective of this paper is for students to develop and demonstrate an understanding of a sociological perspective.  

Requirements and Directions:
(1) Identify a newspaper article that reports on sociological research or a sociological perspective on some social issue.  The newspaper article should be published in The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, or The Washington Post during the past two years. You can find the article by using the electronic sites for the newspaper.  

The article you identify should NOT be about debates between politicians.  Rather the article should report on social research or present a sociological perspective about a social phenomenon.  For example you might want to select an article on health care delivery but you should not select an article that simply reports on the politics on the new protections for health care offered by the government.  In other words, the article you select should present “facts or findings” based on empirical observations rather than a statement of ideology or beliefs without observable evidence. 

(2) After you identify the article you need to write a 3-page paper that is double-spaced, uses 12pt font, and has one-inch margins.  The paper needs to include (a) an introduction, (b) a summary of the content of the article, and (c) a discussion of the factors of sociological research identified by the newspaper article:

a. An introduction paragraph tells the reader what to expect in your paper.  For this assignment, the aim is to summarize a newspaper article and use the article to discuss the components of a sociological perspective on human behavior or society.  So, your introduction should outline the purpose of the paper.  You may want to include a sentence that states, “In this paper I discuss Dr. Dre’s recent article (2010) on the importance of a sociological imagination in hip hop music.” 

b. A summary of the overall content of the newspaper article(s).  This may include answering questions such as: What the article is about? What does the article cover? What conclusions do the author(s) or researcher(s) make? 

c. A discussion of how the article demonstrates a sociological perspective or how the research in the article is sociological.  To do this you will need to identify the following: (1) type of sociological question that is being asked or addressed, (2) the theoretical perspective being used i.e. (Conflict Perspective, Structural-Functionalist perspective, or Symbolic Interactionalism) by the author or researcher, and 3) the social actors or social institutions that are being addressed or researched.  If applicable, you may also want to identify the data or observations that the researcher used and the method that she/he used to collect the data.  If applicable, discuss the implications of the perspective or research. THIS SECTION OF YOUR PAPER IS THE MOST IMPORTANT TO DEMONSTRATING YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE, WHICH IS THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THIS PAPER.

(3) [bookmark: _GoBack]Please include a complete APA citation for the article and include a footnote with the URL address for the article.
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