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Discussion history
1. Compare Indian society with that of the Europeans. What differences were there? Similarities? Be sure to include in your analysis ideas about religion, land, and gender roles, as well as notions of freedom. 
The Indians and the European societies of the New World had more differences than similarities. For instance, the religion of the Indian was founded on the worship of the land and deities, the gratitude towards nature. On the other hand, the religious conviction of the European was based in Christianity. Their religion was monotheistic unlike that of the Indians which was polytheistic (Merrel 172). 
Moreover, the attitude with which the Europeans and the Indians regarded land differed considerably. For instance, the Indians considered land to be a sacred entity which was to be shared by the society and not to be divided or valued in terms of wealth. On the other hand, the Europeans viewed land as a commodity that attributed to wealth and rank for men (Merrel 180).
Another outstanding difference was on the role and standing of women in the society.  The Indians society held their women with high regards and their contribution to social, economic and political set ups in the society was of great significance. Conversely, the European women were denied the right to render their contributions in the political, economic and societal setups. Also, while the European men were in charge of agricultural production and trade, the Indian women were assigned this responsibility (Brown 27).
	The ideas of freedom for both societies also differed significantly. For instance, while the Indians viewed freedom as what nature provided for every creation, the Europeans regarded freedom to be based  rules formulated by a government. Conversely, among the few similarities that were common between the two communities was their dependence on agricultural. Also, both communities had well-developed systems of engaged in trade. (Silver 1)
2. Once England decided to create an overseas empire, it did so with impressive speed. Explain the motives behind English expansion to the North American continent, including the Great Migration. 
There were several motives behind the English expansion to North America as Gates found. First, Economic motives through which business tycoons were in search of opportunities to invest their wealth. Also, driven by the existing theory of mercantilism which emphasized on the need to accrue treasures, the English sought to find gold in North America. Also, England was looking for raw materials from North America as well as to secure markets for their manufactured goods. As a result, the English initiated the development of captured markets in form of colonies.(112).
Also, religious motives significantly contributed to English expansion to North America. In England, the Anglican Church demanded uniformity in religion, and opposition to this was perceived as treachery towards the king. As a result, offenders were persecuted on the allegations of treason. At some point, the Protestants who were also called the Puritans set out on a cause to transform this notion of religion. However, they knew that they could not establish their mission in England without being prosecuted.  As a result, some businessmen whose aim was to make a profit through the advancement of the Puritans’ mission facilitated the immigration of 21,000 Puritans to North America (119). This migration was referred to as the Great Migration through which the Puritans who did not share the idea of religion uniformity opted to escape to North America where they could worship without any religious limitations.
Next, social and political motives also contributed to English expansion in North America. Firstly, the enclosure movement which converted cultivation lands into grazing lands for sheep was creating less land for the English. As a result, they opted to move to North America where land was in plenty and there were more job opportunities. Also, some immigrants were running away from the monarchy rule in England which they considered to be limiting to their freedom The English government also wanted to weaken Spain by establishing military and marine colonies (123).
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