Suggested topics and themes for CHIN 40 Final Paper:

All students are expected to adhere to university codes of academic integrity. All instances of academic misconduct (including Cheating, Plagiarism, and Collusion) will be rigorously investigated and carried forward with the academic judiciary at the Office of Student Life. If you quote a person, book, or website and do not indicate so with quotation marks and by citing your source, that is considered plagiarism.  
Be sure to have coherent and well conceived structure (introduction, body, conclusion), where you back your thesis/topic up with examples from the readings/screenings. Also be sure to think of good title and don’t forget to proofread. The final paper should be approximately six pages in length.  Use standard citation when citing sources. (such as MLA or Chicago style)
1) Compare and contrast two texts of the same genre; i.e. the martial arts genre Fox Volant and One Armed Swordsman or Popular Romance (Comrades: Almost a Love Story, Two Stars, Laborer’s Love)
2) The image of the father; father-daughter/father-son relations. (Two Stars, The Goddess, Fox Volant of the Snowy Mountain, In the Heat of the Sun, Xiao Wu, Mahjong, My Kid Sister)

3) The image of the orphan (Fox Volant of the Snowy Mountain, San Mao, Lei Feng, The One Armed Swordsman, Along the Railway)
4) Discuss the theme of “coming of age” (One Armed Swordsman, Mahjong, My Kid Sister, In the Heat of the Sun)
5) China’s transition (i.e tradition to modernity, Socialism to Capitalism, etc.) through Popular Culture (Orphan on the Streets, In the Heat of the Sun, Xiao Wu Songs of Cui Jian)
6) Further explore “The cult of Mao” (Lei Feng, Red Detachment, Xiao Wu)
7) Chinese serial pictures, what distinguishes them from their western counterparts? (San mao, Lei Feng, Red Detachment)

8)   Explore a series of art works/artists from contemporary China and discuss how 

they critique/comment on history and Chinese tradition.

