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China’s transition
There is no doubt that China is one of the fastest growing economies in the world but despite this fact being known to many, there are few who have the knowledge or understanding of the expedition that it has taken towards modernization. In order to augment our understanding on the subject, this study will carry out an explicit analysis on how China has transitioned to the country it is today. The study will primarily focus on how China has transitioned to modernity from the ancient periods, from socialism to capitalism and culminate with an analysis on how it has transitioned through popular culture.
China transition from traditional to modernity
China was characterized by a continuous change in the social nature and constant upheaval throughout the 20th century. Before the 20th century, China was mainly ruled by an ancient ‘middle kingdom’ (Hu 285). The western countries were trying to stake their presence in China but despite their concerted efforts, the foreign theories that were propagated by the westerners could not overcome the flexible and resilient culture of the Chinese. Despite the fact that Marxism was still popular amongst the Chinese despite the ideology largely being borrowed from western theorists, majority of the Chinese followed a social culture that was pegged on the Confucian theories.
The empire that traditionally ruled China was brought to an end in 1911 and led to the formation of the republic of China. After the formation of the republic, the Chinese continued to oppose the theories and cultures of the westerners while at the same time making concerted efforts to modernize their philosophies and traditions (Zonggui 50). The first proponents towards modernization encouraged the Chinese to embrace their cultures and at the same time embrace the sciences that were being brought by the westerners. 
More radical thoughts emerged amongst the Chinese intellectuals who were encouraging the Chinese to abandon their traditions and further embrace the western theories. Another group as espoused by Hu (285) however suggested that the Chinese culture should be renewed afresh through the formation of a dominant culture that could capture factors that were not present in the ancient Chinese tradition. 
Historically, the politics of China in the first republic were mainly instable and there were constant crisis in the political landscape (Zonggui 53). The first government of china was autocratic in nature and largely influenced the parliamentary system that was governing the country then as a result of the rivalry that existed between different groups.
The emergence of the World War 1 was also critical in changing the Chinese culture. China was a witness to how a majority if the European nations became bankrupt and how a majority of the western nations culminated into bloodshed and economic downfall and thereby led to a decline in the Chinese interest for European and western theories (Hu 285). This led to a renewed wave that proposed reforms in the Chinese culture and thoughts, which centered on the Confucian theories. 
A movement by the name May Fourth Movement was formed in 1919 and was crucial in spearheading the political and cultural ideology and further orchestrated the modernization of China (Zonggui 55). The movement started a publication journal by the name ‘New Youth’, which became one of the most influential sources of references for the new generations. The movement suggested and fostered a new China through the abolition of Confucian thoughts that seemed restrictive and retrogressive and only maintaining those that would inspire the development of individuals and the entire community. The movement further fostered equality and free love and further changed the domination of the elites in the political and economical direction of the country. In addition, the movement further changed the nature of literacy and the kind of literature by suggesting new forms of literature albeit being inspired by the very same western theories that they had rejected. Nonetheless, the movement was absorbed by the conflicts between the communists and the nationalists which eventually became a civil war after the end of the World War 11 (Zonggui 65).
 The Civil war ended in 1949 leading to the formation of the People’s Republic of China. The new government that was led by Mao Zedong was communist in nature and proposed reforms in the education system. The government was however replaced by the ‘Great Proletarian Culture Revolution’ that destroyed all the structures that had been established in the education sector (Hu 285). The movement was engulfed by chaos and repression of thoughts, which made China to have political instability.
The Chinese thought was therefore caught up in the search for a balance between the Marxist theories and the western theories and thoughts of the ancient Chinese culture which centered on Confucianism towards the creation of Chinese liberation. The only difference however that is in modern China, there is Marxist materialism which replaced Confucianism (Chu 12).
China’s transition from socialism to capitalism 
The transition of China to capitalism began in 1978 after the formation of economic reforms. The story of capitalism was however initiated by two reforms; one of which was a Beijing reform that was primarily aimed at orchestrating a continuation of socialism and at the same time restoring the state. The other reform was instigated at the grassroots (Chu 14). 
The first reform was initiated by ‘Hua Guofeng’ who was the preferred successor by the then leader Mao and also credited with the termination of the Cultural Revolution. He came up with a program that sensitized more on industrialization through programs that were mainly fostered by investments. The reform was however halted after two years as a result of a change in the leadership where ‘Deng Xiaoping’ resumed power together with ‘Chen Yun’ and never incorporated him into the government (Hu 285). 
Chen was of the opinion that the structure of the Chinese economy was not balanced since it had sensitized more on the heavy industries and thereby negating the critical light industries and also the agricultural sector (Ping 40). He blamed the focus on large focus on the heavy industry as the primary reason why the Chinese economy was underperforming. 
Mao, the former leader, had tried to initiate collective farming which proved disastrous as it was blamed for the over 40 million deaths that were caused by the infamous famine. Deng on the other hand allowed private farming in the areas where collective farming had failed and after that permit; private farming spread all over the country and later became a national policy in 1982.  After the de-collectivization of farming and the introduction of private farming, the agricultural sector in China was greatly transformed and majority of the Chinese peasants were freed from poverty (Solinger 20). 
Enterprises in both villages and townships in rural areas are credited as being the primary sources for industrial operations since they were the most dynamic areas in the economy of the country. Despite the constant challenges such as the inability to purchase raw materials from the government, high prices from other sources and exclusion from the distribution and sales avenues that were controlled by the state, they were able to inspire millions of Chinese and set the way for a new dawn of capitalism (Ping 46). The hardships acted as a blessing in disguise since they were able to work just like others business companies around the world and after a short period they performed better than enterprises that were controlled by the state in spite of the all the protection and privileges from the state.
Majority of those who controlled the enterprises in the rural areas were youths who lacked jobs in the government sector and the consequent success of the enterprises increased the pressure on the government to decrease unemployment by creating more opportunities for self-employment. The increased pressure led to the emergence of private shops in many cities across China and thereby terminating the monopoly of the government in the economy of these cities (Yu 95).
 ‘Deng Xiaoping’ who was a veteran and a revolutionist in the communist party proposed the introduction of capitalism in order to improve the Chinese economy and further bring back the confidence of the party that was dwindling as a result of the devastating famine that caused millions of deaths between the year 1959 and 1961, which was largely blamed to the lack of private firms to support food production (Chu 19). Deng and the then president of the United States, Jimmy Carter signed a treaty in 1979 which saw an end to the constant tensions between the United States and China that had raged for decades (Chu 21).
Deng further proposed an array of reforms in China’s economic sector which reignited the introduction of private firms to carry out their own business initiatives. In addition, he was also influential in the formation of four special zones of the economy near the coast in a bid to attract investments from foreign investors (Solinger 22).
After 1990, the main force of transformation was regional competition. China introduced reforms in prices in 1992, the reforms in taxes were also initiated in 1994 and later the privatization of enterprises that were owned by the government also occurred during the same time (Ronald and Ning). The reforms fostered a common market throughout China, which was critical in enabling the government to enforce discipline in markets across all economic sectors.  
Consequent years have seen the rise of a country that embraces capitalism and further led to the acceptance of property rights and a free market where competition is allowed. In addition, the Shanghai Stock Exchange was also introduced and the past two years has seen it rank in the top three largest stock exchanges in the world, based on the capitalization of revenue (Yu 98).
China now has some of the largest private firms in the world that has made the country a giant in the importation of aluminum, zinc, nickel, tin, copper and steel. Furthermore, the country has also formed bilateral trade agreements with other capitalist countries such as the ‘Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ and other countries such as Switzerland, New Zealand, Chile, Singapore, Costa Rica, Iceland, Hong Kong and Peru (Ronald and Ning).
In conclusion, it is apparent that China has come a long way in its modernization endeavor. The country was constantly faced by challenges that inhibited progress and development in the country. The balance between ancient china that was largely influenced by Confucian theories and the western theories is cited as the greatest obstacle towards the country’s modernization. Nonetheless it has transformed to a modern state through the incorporation of western theories and the emergence of new line of thoughts that have maintained part of the Confucian ideals and at the same time doing away with the retrogressive ideals. In addition, china has also transformed from a socialist state to a capitalist state, a state largely credited to two leaders; Deng Xiaoping and Chen Yun.  
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