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How environmental problems affect Third World development
Developing countries or what are commonly referred as the third world countries are faced with a myriad of environmental problems that often hamper their growth, success and development. A majority of the problems are caused by government incompetence and also political instability in a majority of the countries. This study will assess how environmental problems have affected third world countries.
One of the most prevalent environmental problems in a majority of the developing countries is the degradation of forests. It is estimated that 15 to 20 million hectares of tropical forests are destroyed every year (Allen and Wallace 5). The main factors that have contributed to the degradation of the forests include the spontaneous rural to urban migration, the rising need for agricultural land and also the increased consumption of non-renewable energy, which is the largest source of energy in many developing countries. Many African countries use firewood and charcoal for the household consumption and thereby leading to the rampant destruction of forests. 
The consequences of the destruction of forests have been fatal since it has led to a destruction of the natural habitats for animals the consequence of which has been the death of many wild animals. Some animals have in fact been rendered endangered such as elephants and rhinos and the degradation of forests has largely been blamed for the situation since the destruction of forests has exposed the animals to human beings and thereby making it easier for human beings to attack them and kill them. Bailey and Bryant (11) espoused that there is a need to curtail the rampant degradation of forests failure to which will lead to a destruction of soils, negative changes in climate and loss of protection for watersheds.
The loss of forests also poses a risk to human beings by making the soil vulnerable to erosion and this was recently evidenced recently in Philippines where there were close to 5000 deaths as a result of soil erosion (Bailey and Bryant 15). In addition, degradation or loss of forests has also led to a loss in vital food crops which have significantly decreased in majority of the sub-Saharan countries compared to other parts around the world. The loss of soils has also been largely blamed for the decline of the gross domestic product in countries such as Mexico, Costa Rica, Mali and Malawi.
Despite the concerted efforts by majority of the governments in the developing world to purify their water, there are still more than one million people who lack access to clean water not only for drinking but also for the daily routines. 
The environmental degradation has also led to poor sanitation where close to 2 billion people in the developing nations area affected. This has led to a high rate of diseases that are scarce or non-existent in the developing nations. Some of these diseases include diarrhea diseases which affect close to 900 million in the developing world, trachoma, which affects close to 500 million, bilharzias, which affect close to 200 million of the people and hookworm, which affects close to 900 million of the people in developing countries (Allen and Wallace 5). Other diseases that have occurred as a result of the poor sanitation include paratyphoid, typhoid and cholera. Scarcity of water has also been blamed for the increase in the aforementioned diseases since water scarcity also contributes to poor scarcity.
Another environmental problem that is prevalent in developing nations is air pollution which has hampered the quality of air. Smoke and dust is prevalent in a majority of the developing nations and thereby negatively affecting the quality of air which has consequently led to an increase in respiratory diseases. One of the leading causes of air pollution in developing nations as postulated by Vajpeyi (90) is the prevalent use of charcoal and firewood and emissions from automobiles in many countries in southern Asia and rural Africa. Many people in developing nations have reported increased illnesses as a result of the use of these non-renewable energies and poisoning from lead.
It is palpable from the research that environmental problems are the main triggers for a majority of the deaths, diseases and disability evidenced in many parts or countries of the developed world. The impact has largely been blamed for close to 25% of deaths and diseases around the globe and in close to 35 percent in the developing nations Vajpeyi (91). The environmental problems range from home and work hazards and other hazards in community development.
A large proportion of the diseases that are triggered by environmental problems can be traced to the areas specific to poor quality of water, poor sanitation and availability, vector-borne diseases, toxic substances and poor air and ambient standard. Another specific area is the general climatic changes. 
Despite the apparent fact that a majority of these factors can be solved through preventive measures, little or no measures have been put in place in these developing nations in order to circumvent environmental problems. Malaria is one of the diseases that is prevalent across many developing nations and Martell (10) postulated that over 1 million deaths are blamed on malaria and more so children under the age of five from Africa. 
Some of the factors that have caused or triggered the high prevalence rate of malaria include inadequate housing, unstructured irrigation and water systems, inappropriate water storage and disposal of waste, apparent lack of biodiversity and deforestation. In addition, the factors have also been blamed for the increase in other diseases such as leishmaniasis and dengue (Vajpeyi 93). 
Another environmental problem that has been a hazard to many developing nations is the nagging traffic jams that are experienced in many cities in developing countries. Statistics as espoused by Bryant (21) are blamed for more than 1 million deaths and more than 90% are experienced in developing nations. The degradation of the environment that is meant for cyclists and pedestrians in many urban and rural areas in these nations has been blamed for the high increase in the risks.
Despite climatic change being a global hazard that has affected even developed nations, Vajpeyi (98) evoked that developing nations are some of the most affected countries around the world. Extreme weather conditions have been witnessed in many nations in the developing world such as India, Indonesia and many African countries with the results being increased severe famines and droughts in majority of the countries. 
The agriculture production has been hampered by the climatic changes and thereby making it difficult for many developing nations to produce sufficient food for consumption. Developing nations are often offered food aid as a result of severe drought and famine and majority of the government have often blamed the severe drought and famine to climate change (Bryant 25). 
There are however those who have opposed these assertions such as Leonard (70), who cite the lack of proper policies, measures and implementation to the constant droughts and famines in the developing nations. They assertions are supported by the fact that climate changes are a global phenomenon yet developed nations do not suffer from the same. The phenomenon is synonymous with developing nations and this therefore affirms that the problem of drought and famine is not solely caused by climate changes but lack of proper planning contributes significantly to the same.
Another environmental problem that has affected third world countries is unintentional poisonings. Many countries in developing nations are known for their inability to put in place and implement proper rules and regulation and this thereby leaves their citizens with a high exposure and improper use of toxic substances (Leonard 75). The exposure to toxic substances in both workplaces and at home has put many people in these countries at risk to unintended poisonings.
It is estimated that the current population growth in occurring in the urban areas in the developing nations and this has therefore triggered a rapid urban development that is not only unsustainable but also unplanned. Many cities in these developing nations are therefore the key sources for a majority of the hazards not only in health but also the environment (Vajpeyi 101). The hazards have been mentioned in depth in this study since they range from urban poverty, air pollution to traffic problems. The increased unplanned urban population has triggered a sedentary lifestyle that has increased the number of non-communicable diseases.
OECD, which is a global organization for economic development and cooperation estimates the output of chemicals in the world will be more than 80% higher in 2020 compared to 1995 and nearly half of that will take place in countries that are outside the organization, which implies that they will be prevalent in developing nations (Leonard 77). There will therefore be a twist in the countries that are leading in chemical production, which could contribute to an increase in the number of environmental and health risks that emanate from the use and production of chemicals.
In many developing countries, toxic substances are thrown directly to water, air and soil from industrial companies and the rates are not only intolerable but also unsafe for human beings. In addition, Martell (18) espoused that health impacts from environmental problems are prevalent in the developing nations. One example that affirms the above assertion is the fact that poor populations at the coast of these developing nations are among those who are highly affected by rises in the level of the ocean and also the severe changes in the weather. In addition, poor people from most of the developing nations are the largest consumers of natural resources for their daily operations and are therefore largely affected by the depletion and imprudent use of the resources.
In conclusion, it is important for developing nations to put in place effective measures in order to circumvent and avert the environmental problems mentioned in this study. These countries should for instance take into consideration the tenets of sustainable development and incorporate them into their programs and objectives in order to ensure that there is no any further loss of resources. In addition, developing countries should also reduce the number of people living in slums in order to increase the number of people with access to proper sanitation and clean water. Finally, the government should put a complete ban on forest degradation in order to safeguard the soil, water and the general environment.   
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