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Spanish Rule in Mesoamerica
The Spanish conquistadors invaded Mesoamerica in 1520 and conquered the powerful rule of Aztec. They also introduced smallpox and measles that killed more than 80% of the natives who had no immunity against the disease (Hobgood and Carroll 261). Within one decade the Spanish had established its rule throughout Mesoamerica.  The colonization of the Americas by the Spanish brought radically conflicting social, political and religious worlds together, thus affecting the aboriginals significantly.
One aspect of the Mesoamericans culture that the Spanish were heartlessly interested in abolishing was its religion. Before the arrival of the colonizers the natives prayed to the moon and the sun. The Spanish destroyed indigenous temples and erected wooden crosses beside the ruins. They also criticized the aboriginals’ religious practices and destroyed their religious images and scriptures and dismantled native priesthood. They constructed churches upon the ruins of the temples, using materials from temple’s ruins. For instance, the Mexico City’s cathedral was constructed besides the ruins of Tenochtitlan’s central temple. These actions were aimed at extirpate the natives attachment to their religion so that they can divert them to Christianity. They also built school for clergy for instance Franciscan College of Santiago Tlatelolco. As a result, most natives were Christianized. Conversely, those who resisted by publicly conducting religious rituals were persecuted. Others who feared prosecution feigned conversion, but continued to apply their religious customs to Catholicism (Kellog 1). 
The greatest social effect that was caused by the Spanish in Mesoamerica is the introduction of European diseases which killed more than 80% of the natives. Kellogg found that the Spanish also encouraged nuclear families as compared to the convectional communal setups. They did this in the name of strengthening the father child ties which lacked in the extended family set ups. However, to them nuclear families eased tax collection and reduced the authority of elders in the extended family setups. Similarly, the Spanish imposed new restrictions in marriage thereby ending polygamy and marriage between relatives. As much as this was in line with Christian teachings, they used it to weaken social ties and disrupt the family set up (1).
However, the natives adopted the   compadrazgo or co-parenthood parenting strategies to strengthen family and community ties. The system involved couples related through kinship or friendship support the education children from other parents. They also participated in communal activities o the child for instance baptism and marriage. Also, Cofradías which were, social organizations endorsed communal religious ceremonies and helped poor with an aim of strengthening communal ties (Kellogg 1).
 According to Yannakakis (941) the Spanish applied a patriarchy rule with viceroys and governors who made the major decisions of the people. They also made judicial amendments in order to attain full control of the natives. They imposed labor and levy systems which were unfavorable to the natives. The native officials were mostly given lesser leadership posts of judges, tax collectors and council men. The natives resisted through use of Spanish law to contest both society and personal objection with Spaniards. They were however brought into submission by use of false and harsh punishments from the Spanish.
	In conclusion, the colonization of Mesoamerica by the Spanish affected the natives through introduction of diseases, imposition of unfavorable laws, denial of religious rights and break down of the family and social setups. Although the natives endeavored to return to their pre-colonial state, they were overpowered and brought into submission by the Spanish who had acquired authority over them. 
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