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POWER OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND DELIBERATION IN DEMOCRATIC STATES
With the increased adoption and use of social media, it has found popularity in politics especially in terms of participation. Social media is now being used as a tool of enhancing political participation through political parties and politicians. According to Omede (2015 ; p. 276), political parties and their members currently utilize social media applications to rally, communicate, and interact with citizens to gather and illustrate concern for key issues influencing the general society. Most political organizations and candidates have realized the potential of social media as a tool for engaging and interacting with stakeholders especially the citizens. Social media platforms are diverse meaning they allow for different methods of interaction such as through pictures, messages, comments, and even multi-media content. Moreover, social media is huge in terms of the number of users as well as availability across different platforms. Unlike other forms of traditional media, social media is open, uncensored, and in-expensive meaning it offers added benefits over other forms of media. Social media also allows citizens to directly engage or communicate with their leaders or politicians in a direct and open manner enhancing political participation. Social media has also been applied in rebellions against oppressive governments. The perfect example of such use of social media is in the Arab uprising that witnessed numerous nations in the Middle East unite to rebel against their governments since 2010 (Unwin, 2012; p. 1). The use of popular social media platforms such as Facebook and Twitter offers avenues for citizens to exchange ideas, feelings, and opinions in political matters. According to Miswardi (n.d) “the Arab Spring demonstrated the power of the internet to unite people to overthrow regimes” (p. 2). This is because social media has the ability to promote political opinions as well as engagement especially among citizens from all backgrounds. This includes the poor, rich, middle-class, to even activists. This has developed a new form of democratic discussion where social media offers the freedom of virtual assembly. People with common interests can congregate through social media platforms as groups and discuss issues affecting them or their society. According to Miswardi (n.d; p. 6), these types of online discussions facilitate or convert into actions such as with the Occupy Wall Street demonstration. Therefore, politicians, political parties, and citizens have found new means of participating in the political process through engagement, communication, and discussions. Politicians mostly use social media to engage and enhance political participation while citizens can effectively use social media to rebel or critic their governments. 
Liberty is irreplaceable for people in democratic states, and social media contributes to liberty. Social media platforms play a significant role in promoting freedom of expression, access, and sharing of information. For a democracy to be effective, people must be allowed to shape their society by conveying themselves through the freedom of expression. This freedom ensures that people can articulate their opinions and views in public debate to form a basis for democracy. Nonetheless, for such freedoms to be expressed effectively, a public platform is required that can offer the tools for people to exchange views, ideas, and opinions on public issues. The media is the traditional platform where public debates take place or offer information on political issues. Nonetheless, over the years the media has expanded to include online platforms such as social media. Social media is by far the most effective in allowing people to exercise their freedom of expression in democratic nations. According to European Commission (2012 p.22), there are over 9 billion phone users where mobile phones offer instant and real-time communication enhancing expression, access, and sharing of ideas and opinions. Based on the high penetration and use of mobile phone, social media offers people the ability to express, access, and share views, ideas, and opinions that matter especially in terms of democracy. Additionally, social media has enabled increased liberties for democratic states. According to Hatter, (2013), “when government officials and the mainstream media conspire to deprive us of the truth they deprive us of our liberty”. Social media has allowed average and common citizens to create and disseminate or share information, ideas, opinions, and even news. This has altered the traditional structure of media corporations solely creating and sharing news and opinions to citizens through television or newspapers.  Therefore, this has enhanced the liberty of expression and sharing as citizens can share freely on social media. Moreover, digital technologies of communication such as mobile phones have become more affordable and accessible to most of the low-class citizens. In turn, it has offered people the liberty to access information and news efficiently. This illustrates the importance of social media in enhancing liberty for democratic nations. 
Social media helps people to promulgate their views and opinions because the emergence of social movement or survival of social movements depends on supporting views and opinions by the society. In any democratic state, there will always be people for and against the current government. When issues of concern are raised, almost all people have different or similar opinions regarding the issue. Nonetheless, it comes to a time when the majority of the public adopts or supports a popular opinion. These opinions are shaped by the bits of information or views expressed across different media platforms. It is achieved when people can express their own views, access the views of others, and exchange their ideas (Kaul, n.d; p. 13). To achieve public opinion, a public platform suitable for converging and sharing information is necessary. This is where social media comes in as it offers increased capabilities for developing public opinion. Social media allows people to interact in real-time developing instant opinions with abilities to offer feedback or discussions on a pressing issue. It also offers a wide pool of participants in building public opinion instead of other traditional forms that expressed the opinions of just a few people. Furthermore, social media has the ability to pull people with mutual interests together into a social movement or group. The same applies in public opinion as social media can help bring together people with the same opinion. This enables the largest or most popular opinion to draw attention as a public opinion or what most of the public feels about an issue. The importance of public opinion is in ensuring a balance in the democratic process. Without, public opinion, a democracy would not understand what its people want and require. Having public opinion drives effective, efficient, and intelligent decision and policy making processes (Coronel, 2003; p. 5). Moreover, it helps as a watchdog allowing people to scrutinize and challenge the actions of government or individual politicians. 
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