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Disasters
Disasters have numerous impacts in the community including political and economic influences. Firstly, disasters are political in nature. This is because politics plays a big role in the planning for, response to, and regaining of disaster occasions or events. Disasters affect people and their impacts involve influencing the lives of people. This is why disasters are categorized or measured based on the degree they affect people (Selves, 2016). When a disaster occurs but does not affect anyone, it becomes less of a disaster as a mere occurrence or event. Disasters also involve public policy or laws (Selves, 2016).. How governments prepare and respond to disaster is determined by public policy, which is political. Therefore, disasters can increasingly influence public policy development to ensure that similar events or impacts do not reoccur. Disasters drive policy based on the increased publicity given to most disasters. Disasters also influence economic systems in numerous ways. Disasters cause increased destruction especially for businesses. For instance, during Hurricane Katrina, an estimated 18,000 small businesses closed down permanently due to property damages (Business Pundit, 2011). Destruction of building or infrastructure means that the economy is slowed down since mobility is limited. Additionally, disasters destroy critical infrastructure needed for most economic activities such as energy sources. Breakdown in power or energy infrastructure can hamper manufacturing or other related economic activities.  Disasters also consume increased amount of finances in terms of recovery and reconstruction. Most people who are affected by disasters under insurance affect insurance companies as they have to pay for the damages or losses incurred in such events. Additionally, economic productivity is slowed since area and people affected by disasters contribute little in economic terms (Business Pundit, 2011). Overall, disasters are costly and require increased finances and political support to mitigate.
Disasters cause increased damages to homes, businesses, and public infrastructure. There are numerous ways that people and businesses can get financing to recover their losses or make a fresh start. The first source is through United States Small Business Administration an organization dedicated to helping small business with low-interest loans to recovery from natural disasters (Powden, 2014). The organization also offers loans to homeowners to replace or repair machinery, personal property, real estate, business inventory, and business assets. The second source of funding for disaster recovery is through state financing. Local or state agencies and authorities can help in loans as well as relief funds for disaster recovery. Economic development authorities offer loans for businesses as well as repairing critical infrastructure such as power lines (Powden, 2014). The third source of funding is based on long-term funding needs. The third source is through the Federal Emergency Management Authority (FEMA) mitigation grant program (Powden, 2014). The agency offers grants for infrastructure requirements, disaster prevention, and property buy outs. The main criteria of the grant are that it covers about 75% of the disaster costs or recovery budget (Powden, 2014). Additionally, the President or Congress can declare relief or funding from the Economic Development Agency, which is a government agency that can help during disasters. These grants are available for communities rather than individual people or businesses. These sources are not always guaranteed and it depends with the severity of a disaster as well as congressional or executive consent (Powden, 2014). Nonetheless, there are numerous sources for funding especially for businesses and individual people. Finances are critical to the recovery of any disaster especially in the United States. 
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