Psychology 101 Research Project
You will be required to research a topic of your choice and present your findings in a research paper.  This is an opportunity for you to delve further into the field of psychology and learn the basics of psychological research.  You may pick a topic we have discussed in class, but you must be more in-depth with your research in order to receive credit.  Regardless, be sure to pick a subject that interests you.  You are allowed to change your topic if you so desire, but you must get teacher approval first.
Paper (100 pts):  The crux of this project is research.  In addition to the basic information widely available on your topic, you will be required to cite a minimum of three scholarly journal articles in your paper.  Additional information can come from any other reputable source (think -.gov or -.edu; no Wikipedia, etc.) – you need at least 4 sources total.  Your paper must be a minimum of four full pages for full credit, NOT including a cover page and reference page, and must be completed in APA format.  You do not need to include an abstract.  Remember this is a research paper and not an opinion paper.  To do well, you need to fully explain your topic and how your journal articles relate and cite all information – be thorough!!!  
For more info on APA format, check out http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/  
Requirements:

· APA format 

· 4-6 pages, not including title and reference page

· TNR – size 12; 1” margins on all sides; double-spaced

· In-text citations for all quotes, facts, and information used from your sources in APA format

· At least 3 scholarly journal articles and 1 additional source

· Must be on time for full credit

Research:  You are required to cite three academic journal articles from the field of psychology.  These are research reports (not a book review, letter to the editor, opinion paper, etc.) that discuss the findings of psychological studies.  You can recognize this type of article by looking for sections titled “Method”, “Results”, and “Discussion”.  The articles you pick should be recent articles (from 2000 on) and from reputable scientific journals, such as (but not limited to):

Developmental Psychology 



Journal of Abnormal Psychology 
Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 

Journal of Personality 
Journal of Counseling Psychology 


Memory and Cognition 



Psychological Report 




Psychology and Aging 
Plos One





Psychological Bulletin
The easiest way to locate these articles is by using the online Citrus library, accessible through the college’s homepage.  Complete instructions will be provided in class.  

Possible Topics (just suggestions – you may pick one not on the list):
-the effects of brain damage on personality

-Alzheimer’s Disease

-hypnosis 





-specific phobias

-intersexed individuals



-is intelligence inherited or learned?
-seasonal affective disorder



-eating disorders
-domestic violence (causes, effects, etc.)

-the effects of rap music on gender stereotypes
-night terrors





-PTSD
-repressed memories




-is journaling therapeutic?
-self-mutilation




-art therapy
-prescription drug addiction



-equine therapy
-ADHD





-how culture affects depression

-link between mental illness and creativity

-autism
-attraction





-trichotillomania
-hypochondriasis




-borderline personality disorder

-postpartum psychosis




-dissociative amnesia




-conformity





-cults/obedience to authority

-parenting styles




-conversion disorder

-paraphilias





-body dysmorphic disorder

-sociopaths





-multiple personalities
-schizophrenia





-effects of music on mood

Helpful Hints:

· Proofread!  Nothing says you don’t care like misspelled words and grammatical errors.

· Focus on the results of the research – No one wants to read a summary of how they performed their experiments – focus on the important results and how it impacts your topic.

· If you don’t understand the language or what the article is saying, don’t use it.

· Avoid subjective material/opinions.  This isn’t a paper about how you feel about your topic or your own experience with your topic.  It is an academic paper on what others have found through their research.  

· This is an academic paper, so be more formal with your language than you are in class – No personal references, no contractions, complete sentences, etc.

· You are not a tour guide.  Stay away from saying things like, “Next I will discuss…” or “In the next study they…”

· Avoid bullet points, lists, rhetorical questions, etc.

