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Oh, No You Didn’t!
General Purpose: To persuade.

Proposition: To persuade my audience to properly park their cars on SMC's campuses.

Thesis: To persuade my audience to park correctly I will describe the consequences of parking incorrectly, reasons as to why this happens, and some steps you can take to prevent this in yourself and others.

Introduction: Imagine, you’re late to class and as you quickly drive up the parking lot spiral praying to the parking gods that you find a spot, you spy at the end of the row what appears to be an empty parking space! And as you speed down there (as safely as possible of course) you notice that in fact you can’t fit in that space because the car taking the spot next to it has decided that they deserve two spots instead of just one. The frantic search for a spot begins again. Today I will be persuading my audience to park correctly, and to encourage those who do to continue the good work. As a witness and victim of wrongful parkers and avid researcher of the issues associated with parking rules and regulations I feel credible to speak on this topic today. In order to persuade you I will describing the consequences of parking incorrectly, reasons as to why this happens, and some steps you can take to prevent this in yourself and others. 

Transition: To begin, lets first drive over and look at the consequences that can and will occur if you park your car incorrectly.

I. First off I will go over the consequences of parking your car incorrectly.

A. The first problem with parking incorrectly on campus is that you can be fined.

1. The SMC website, under “Parking Rules, Regulations” clearly states “All motor vehicles must be parked with ONE marked stall (within the marked lines).” 

2. “All vehicles must be parked in parking spaces front-end first (Head-In ONLY). A citation is issued for failure to comply with this regulation”(www.smc.com/parking).

a. The fee you have to pay is on average $68.
 
i. Seeing as how this is almost the amount students have to pay to park within the structure in the first place, it’s an unnecessary cost that could be avoided.
 
ii. These fees add up as well, every year SMC makes about 1.5 million on parking citations as reported by Lorena Garcia in The Corsair (SMC’s newspaper) in 2013.

iii. I am quite sure you would rather save your money or give it to SMC for more classes, more textbooks or more resources than throwing it away to parking. 
 
B. Another problem with parking your car incorrectly is you might be taking up space that another student could have used.
 
1. There is a severe problem when it comes to finding space on SMC’s main campus. 
 
a. There are 2,538 parking spaces on the main campus of which only 1,736 are available to students.
 
b. On average, there are about 30,159 students attending SMC.

i. There is no clear number of parking permits sold, but it’s considerably more than the spaces available.
 
ii. Making sure that you park your car within the spaces your supposed to insures that you or someone else can park in the already limited number of parking spaces.

Transition: After driving by the consequences of parking incorrectly the second thing I’m going to talk about are the reasons some people think parking this way is okay and prove how their reasoning is not correct. 

II. Second I will go over the reasons some people park their cars incorrectly and why these reasons are invalid.

A. The first reason some people might park incorrectly is because they are pressured by time.
 
1. Someone might be in a rush and they hurriedly park their car ignoring the parking lines and take up two spaces instead of one.
 
a. This will inevitably lead to a chain reaction of people parking incorrectly or it will force someone to ignore your bad parking and park an inch away from you. 
 
2. Although this might seem necessary at the time should someone be forcing someone to park extremely close will make it extremely difficult for you to pull out of the space your in.
 
a. This cancels out any seconds you may have saved by parking incorrectly in the first place and costing you minutes trying to safely pull out.
 
B. The second reason someone might park incorrectly is that students think they will save time if they park head out rather than head in. 

1. There are signs all over SMC’s parking structures that there is “Head In Parking Only”. 
 
a. Although it might seem easy to do the reverse so that leaving is much easier it will potentially backfire.
 
i. You will get a parking ticket and then you’ll have to spend time either contesting the ticket or finding someway to pay the ticket.
 
C. The third reason someone might park incorrectly, is so that it pushes people from parking next to them so that nothing happens to their brand new, very pretty, not-a-speck-of-dust-on-it car.
 
1. No one wants anything to happen to their car, I think anyone can understand that.
 
a. This kind of parking however makes people WANT something to happen to your car and will either lead to someone doing just that or will lead to someone parking right up against you possibly damaging your car.
 
i. Canceling out any damage you had hoped to avoid by parking incorrectly in the first place.
 
ii. As Adam Tod Brown states in his article The 7 People Who Turn The Parking Lot Into A War Zone, published in February 2012, “There's only one thing to do when faced with a Parking Lot Paranoid ... key the shit out of their car. It will make you feel better and will teach the offender a valuable lesson. That lesson being, of course, that parking like a dipshit will result in someone keying the shit out of your car” (Brown, 2012). 

Transition: Third, lets station ourselves at some good ways we can prevent these parking mistakes in ourselves and others.

III. Third, I will go over a few ways parking incorrectly can be prevented in yourself and others.

A. If time is your reason for parking incorrectly then I recommend always arriving anywhere earlier than necessary.
 
1. This will ensure that you're not rushing when parking and can find spot in a timely matter and correctly park.
 
B. If damage to your car is your worry you can do two things.
 
1. Make sure to find parking spaces that are clear from cars at least on one side to minimize potential damage.
 
a. You can also park farther away from an entrance where parking is sparse (for example the top level) and you can feel more comfortable leaving your car.
 
2. Or, you can take a different method of transportation to school.
 
a. Whether this is a different car, the bus, an uber, it all works. 
 
i. Plus, you save yourself the worry about something happening to your car. 
 
C. Another simple solution is to read the traffic and parking signs all over the parking lot.
 
1. For example, if there’s a sign that says “ONLY HEAD IN PARKING” around every turn, every parking level, and in bold letters above you, its safe to say that that’s really your only option. 
 
a. In case you forget though you can always follow the example of other cars around you.
 
b. Should you see someone who’s parked the wrong way, its also okay to be a courteous neighbor and remind them that that isn’t allowed.

D. Finally, you can use the white lines on the floor as indicators of where your car should be stationed.
 
1. Its always important to try and park as centered as possible within the two lines to give yourself and the cars around you enough room. 
 
Conclusion: In conclusion, I have gone over the fees and parking troubles that will plague you as a consequence of parking incorrectly, as well as some reasons for why people might do this and some reasons as to why this thinking might not be valid and lastly I also told you about some ways to prevent this in yourself and others. I hope the next time you're circling the parking lot at school this speech will have persuaded you to read traffic signs and park correctly, or continue to park correctly if you're one of the people who already do.
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