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Functionalist theory in explaining education system

The functionalist theory is the most effective sociological theory in explaining the education system. According to the functionalist perspective, the society is stratified into subsystems that work together in harmony in creating a balance within the environment. The functionalist theory breaks down the education process by highlighting the goals of educating, socialization, employment, and opportunities for personal development. The four goals of education play an essential role in the life of an individual after they complete their education system. Thus, the education system plays a definite role in the development of students by not only preparing them for the future job opportunities but also equipping them with the appropriate skills required by employers across the job market. The student has confidence in the knowledge they acquire that would go along in improving their potentials within the workplaces. As such, the functionalist believe that education is an essential component in the construction of the societal values and secondary socialization in individuals

In my case, I have learned valuable information throughout my childhood into my career as a pharmacist. Since the functionalist perspective highlights that the school curriculum teaches students two syllabi; national and hidden curriculum, I have gained valuable knowledge throughout the education system. Through the hidden curriculum, I have learned vital informal skills such as patience, creativity, organization, and authority among others. In my high school, I discovered the need to remain calm despite the challenges. The attributes have shaped my career path within the medical field as a pharmacist. Also, the national curriculum according to the functionalist perspectives comprises of the legal requirements of the subjects that have to be undertaken in school such as Mathematics, Science, English and Crafting skills. Through the curriculum, I have acquired the prerequisite knowledge regarding how to carry out my work within the medical field

Response – Student 1

Indeed, it is vital for a student to go through the education system as a way of acquiring the necessary skills that would enhance their critical thinking in their future workplaces. The writer highlights the role of education in ensuring that the student increases their mental capacity. The writer also explores the purpose of the knowledge obtained in improving one's psychic ability to think critically within their workplaces. Additionally, the student infuses the role of education and workplace training in enhancing an individual's ability to view situations in varied perspectives. Through critical thinking, an individual can explicitly complete their tasks without any problems. On the contrary, the writer describes the school as having no role in shaping an individual’s workplace skills as individuals are further trained for the specific jobs within the employment sector. As such, education ensures that a person understands the need to attain necessary attributes crucial for critical thinking.


Response – Student 2

The writer emphasizes how the conflict theory is an essential perspective in improving the education system. The student narrates their experience in which they had to count their fingers as a way of completing their Math tasks despite their teacher’s lack of disapproval. The student provides a rationale for the involvement of parents as a requirement for their success. Additionally, comparing their experiences to those of other cousins, the student feels that they had a better opportunity than others. Indeed, it is essential to appreciate the role of parents in the educational motivation of their children. Parents go along in ensuring that they encourage their children despite the challenges they may experience in school. Again, attending affluent schools indeed provide an added advantage to children compared to those who attend the middle-level institutions. However, the writer notes the role of personal development despite attending any lower level school.
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