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Ancient Western Civilizations

Ancient western civilization refers to the customs of social norms, values, beliefs, distinct artifacts and political systems exhibited by groups or associations who attribute their origin to Europe (Wengrow, 174). Western civilizations are attached to the long historical durations that resulted in the exchange of societal differences rather than what set the societies different from each other. The ancient western culture was characterized by a vast range of traditions, literary and artistic works together with the heritage from a variety of national groups (Wengrow, 178). The culture pled an important role in determining the extent of western civilization in the ancient periods. These ancient western cultures exhibited a variety of distinctions in their religious traditions, festivals, and cultures. Some of the exceptional ancient western cultures of civilization include; the Ancient Rome, the Ancient Greece, and the Ancient Mesopotamia.

Ancient Rome

The religious affiliation of the Ancient Romans attached higher power to the pantheon of the goddesses and the gods. The Roman religion was headed by the chief god who was known as the Jupiter (Freeman, 220). Additionally, other gods and goddesses were responsible for various duties and assisting individuals across multiple tasks within the ancient society. For instance, the Ceres was the goddess of the earth who controlled the vital functions within the world of the Romans. Venus was the god of love while Mars was the god of the war (Freeman, 221). As such, when the Romans faced a challenging situation, they often sought refuge from their holy gods. Again, the Ancient Rome also had the lesser gods and deities who were part of the spiritual worship among the individuals (Freeman, 222).

Also, the Roman religion attached a greater emphasis on the rituals of the society. Although the Roman priests were not professionals in handling their duties, they were often involved in leading the community and other political and socioeconomic leaders across the society. Another evident religious tradition among the ancient Romans was superstition (Freeman, 223). The Romans were superstitious before they embraced a particular activity. According to Freeman (225), the religious worship was public rather than private, and as such, individuals were required to enhance a common good for the overall benefit of the society rather than pursuing personal endeavors.

Ancient Greece

The ancient Greece is among the influential civilizations across the world. The religious traditions of the old Greece civilization were characterized by many customs that distinguished them from other cultures (Sansone, 5). First, the Greece worshiped a pantheon of gods and goddesses who were headed by Zeus, the chief priest. Additionally, other gods were responsible for different activities amongst the individuals. They included; Hera who was the wife to Zeus, Athena (Sansone, 7), the goddess responsible for leaning and psychological intuitions and Apollo who was tasked with overseeing music and culture within the society. Again, other gods included; Aphrodite, Hades and the Dionysus (Sansone, 12).

Moreover, the Greek religion underscored the importance of attaching an individual’s actions to ethical conducts. The religious leaders often enhanced their practices through teachings that involved immorality as a way of reducing the acts of evils among individuals. As such, the Greek god was beneficial to the people rather than a source of affection and commitment to the religious beliefs 9 Sansone, 20). Again, the Greek often consulted the gods who were found in the specific shrines within the societies. These gods enhanced the prosperity and personal spirituality among the worshipers.

Ancient Mesopotamia

The ancient Mesopotamia had a variety of religious traditions as one of the founders of the western civilizations. The Mesopotamian religion was mostly polytheistic (Spielvogel, 6). There were several gods and goddesses with a chief god responsible for overseeing the functioning of the society. Different regions and people around Mesopotamia had their way of calling the god who assisted them in carrying out their essential functions in the world. For instance in Babylon, the Marduk was the chief god oversaw the activities of the land. Among the Assyrians, the Ashur was the Supreme Being (Spielvogel, 18).

Additionally, there were several other goddesses among the Mesopotamians who were tasked with the management of the various sectors across the civilization period (Spielvogel, 25). The man was required to serve the gods with no intention of deviating from the purpose of ensuring that they enhanced they lived a comfortable life. Further, every household had their god. The god improved their endeavors in acquiring material things across the society. Every event that happened was attached to a particular purpose with the divine intervention sought in explaining the phenomenon (Spielvogel, 55). The region also connected its practice to myths and legends who acted as their role models within the society.


Similarities and differences

The three civilizations, ancient Greece, Rome, and Mesopotamia exhibited similar characteristics concerning their religious practices. For instance, all the religions had gods and goddesses who controlled the functioning of the societal norms and regulated behaviors among the individuals (Mielants, 689). Elsewhere, there were sacred places of worship where individuals enriched their faith and sought refuge in times of difficulties and problems. The religious practices also geared towards improving the relationship between the individuals and the gods. Additionally, other gods were responsible for different activities amongst the individuals. As such, every action among the civilizations was attached their religious affiliations that shaped the various ways in which they related amongst each other (Mielants, 690). Moreover, the people were linked to the gods and the goddesses through the chief god and the priests who mediated on behalf of the community members.

However, the religious traditions had different practices. First, the names of the gods were different depending on the social norms of the society. In the ancient Greek, individuals were expected to behave in a particular manner owing to the needs and teaching of the gods (Mielants, 690). However, in the ancient Rome civilization, individuals were often taught about devotion through teachings that enhanced their attachments to the gods rather than material beings. Another significant difference lied like worship. As opposed to Mesopotamia where the religious practice was mostly polytheistic, the Roman and the Greek civilizations entirely enhanced the worship of a single god who acted as the overall controller of the activities of the society (Mielants, 691). As such, their religious affiliations differed depending on the prevailing circumstances within their environments.

Holidays and Festivals

Ancient Rome

There were several festivals and celebrations during the ancient Roman civilizations. Religious festivals were celebrated in honor of God with the citizens required to abandon all their duties. Some of the liturgical festivals included the Agonalia and the Adonia (Penprase, 150). Elsewhere, the Lupercalia and the Saturnalia were among the most important holidays within the Roman calendar. The Lupercalia celebrated during the spring was symbolic regarding the productiveness of the period (Penprase, 159). Saturnalia, on the other hand, celebrated the god, Saturn and lasted for seven days. The holidays were often indigenous and arose from the cultures and traditions of the citizens during the periods (Mielants, 690). As such, they were unique in the sense that no other civilization enhanced their celebrations. Most of the festivals were celebrated in honor of the gods.

Ancient Greece

The ancient festivals in Greek were celebrated after every two or four years depending on the nature of the season. The main aim of the celebrations was to maintain a cordial relationship with their gods. Some of the festivals included; Anthesteria, Apaturia. Dionysia, Eleusinia, Panathenaea, Pyanapsia, Thargelia (Penprase, 162). The holidays were often exceptional to the Greek society and their cultures. However, they shared similarities with those of the ancient Rome as they were honored in celebration of their gods.

Ancient Mesopotamia

The festivals in Mesopotamia were based on religious themes while others had the practical implications of the progress of individuals and the society. Most ceremonies and celebrations were conducted during the New Year’s Eve while others were celebrated every new month in commemoration of the changes it brought to members of the society (Penprase, 175) A major festival during the ancient Mesopotamia was the Akitu festival (Penprase, 175). According to Penprase (179), the Akitu festival it took place in the first month of the Babylonian calendar and celebrated the sowing season within Mesopotamia. However, other vital festivals and holidays were attached to the agricultural and pastoral activities (Spielvogel, 35). The anniversaries and celebrations were exclusive to the Mesopotamian people with no borrowing from other civilizations. 
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