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Aztec Empire

The History and the Rise of Aztec Empire

The Aztec empire was considered one of the most powerful territories of the kingdom of Mesoamerican. The empire comprised of several ethnic and linguistic communities that spread over several miles into the Mexican region (Smith 71). The Aztec Empire which was also referred to as the Triple Alliance began with the Tenochtitlan associating with two other cities, Texcoco and Tlaco to form the three city-states. The association of the three states ruled over the Valley of Mexico, which was a large basin that was located high above the sea levels. The Aztec Empire was a state of the Native American people that existed between 1427 and 1521 (Smith 73). The empire contributed to the development of the Aztec civilization. The Aztec Empire began as a result of the fall of the Toltec Empire. The Triple Alliance was formed due to the constant civil wars between Azcapotzalco city and its provinces (Smith 73). During the period, several civilians had been pushed towards Lake Texcoco which was characterized by several swamp marshes (Schmal 1).

The arrival of the Aztecs introduced their organizational and ideological principles that they used to conquer the drought-stricken region of the valley of Mexico. Although there was an original notion of the existence of the three self-governing states, the alliance quickly gained military dominance over the other regions (Schmal 1). Over the years before the arrival of the Spanish, the Alliance had taken over the Mexican people with different states only taking minor roles within the empire. Additionally, the Aztec empire comprised of several political economic and social characteristics that made it distinct from other realms (Schmal 1). 

Political structure of Aztec Empire

The political system in Aztec Empire was monarchial with the Emperor as the overall leader of all the cities. The Aztec empire consisted of many towns which were referred to as the altepetl. Each of the cities, altepetl, was governed by a supreme head that was known as tlatoani (Smith 73). Again, there was an administrator known as cihuacoatl, together with a supreme judge who was tasked with the responsibility of overseeing the management of the whole empire. However, the supreme leader located in the capital of Tenochtitlan, Huey Tlatoani, was the overall Emperor of the Aztec Empire (Fargher et al. 143)).
Furthermore, each tlatoani who was the general leader within their city-state was responsible for managing the local markets, temples and settling disputes arising from judicial matters. The tlatoani was a royal heredity and served in their position until their demise. Additionally, the tlatoani also led the military within their states. The second person in command within each republic was the cihuacoatl, who was a member of the aristocracy (Fargher et al. 143). The cihuacoatl served as the judge in the Supreme Court system. The cihuacoatl also handled financial issues and matters within each of the cities (Smith 75).

Social structure of the Empire

The Aztec empire comprised of a rigorous social structure which stratified individuals according to their family heredities and social classes. Within the community, there were the nobles, the commoners, the serfs and the slaves (Smith & Frederic 423). Within the social hierarchy, the distinguished individuals comprised of the military and the government leaders, supreme leaders, priests and the city lords. Elsewhere, the priests were often classified in their social group in which they were expected to behave in a particular way. The lords of the Aztec Empire included the judges, military leaders and commanders and the landowners within the region (Gibson 376). On the other hand, the nobles received gifts from the commoners who comprised of artisans, merchants, and low-level priests, in the form of products and free labor. Although everyone was entitled to their wealth within the society, only the nobles were allowed to display their affluence through their clothing.

Moreover, the Aztecs were religious people who respected their gods. They constructed sturdy temples for their gods. They had the god of the rains, war, and god of the sun who directed their actions across the society (Smith & Frederic 423). The priests and priestesses were a source of admiration from the members of the community as they assisted individuals in improving their daily lives. Also, the Aztecs had their beliefs through which they attributed their source of happiness and sorrows. They offered sacrifices to their gods as a way of pleasing them and ensuring that they received the support they required while undertaking their activities (Smith & Frederic 423). The Aztecs attributed the birth of a child as the rise from the spirits while death was considered the return to the spirits. Within the empire, women had limited leadership responsibilities with most women left to work as midwives and priestesses (Gibson 376). Besides, education was an essential aspect of learning within the community as it taught the children the necessary skills for their survival.


Economic activities of the Empire

Aztec's empire was primarily based on trade. The economy relied on both agriculture and business as a way of surviving and meeting their basic desires (Hirth et al. 278). There was both the local and regional trade that involved agricultural products across many regions. Across the empire, the farmers grew crops such as tobacco, hemp, squash, and corn (Hirth et al. 278). The plants were grown in shallow lakes that composed of wet soils. The Aztec families converted the swamplands into the arable land that they could use to cultivate their crops. Despite the rudimentary tools used by farmers, the farmers produced enough food for the consumption of the empire. The surplus crops formed part of the trade for the individuals that furthered the regional and local business within and across the empire (Hirth et al. 278). The shared currency within the empire comprised of barter trade through which individuals exchanged commodities for what they desired to acquire.

The fall of Aztec Empire

Before the arrival of the Spaniards in the Aztec Empire, the territory experienced severe earthquakes. Through their beliefs, natural disasters were seen as a fall of an empire. In the year 1519, Hernando Cortes’ arrival in the coast of Mexico created a mixed reaction within the region (Hassig 3). In a bid to conquer the territory, Cortes sought local support through collaborations with the local individuals. The associations and friendship the Spaniards enhanced with particular tribes weakened the Aztec as it divided their focus on fighting a common enemy (Gibson 376). Over the period, Cortes marshaled the army against any rebellion within the region. The Spaniard army destroyed property and confiscated their equipment thereby rendering them weak.

Further, the Spaniards degraded Lake Texcoco depriving the Aztecs of their essential livelihood within the region (Hassig 7). Through the measures, the Aztecs remained at the mercy of the Spaniards who took over the control of the area (Hassig 24). Despite the smart military tactics employed by the Aztec army in fighting the Spaniards, Cortes still overpowered the Aztecs taking over their control (Smith 112). In addition to that, the occurrence of diseases within the region further weakened the Aztecs. The population lacked adequate food for their survival thereby reducing their capacity to combat the growing Spaniard army that was continually receiving reinforcement.
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