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Illegal Immigration in the US
	Over the years, the number of illegal immigrants in the US has been on the rise. Research indicates that in 2015, the number of illegal immigrants living in the US was around 11 million. The number further increased to 11.3 in 2016. This figure makes up about 3.4% of the US population (Passel and Cohn 1). Illegal immigrants include all the foreign-born non-citizens who are not officially authorized residents of the US (1). Notably, almost half of the illegal immigrants entered America legally using temporary non-immigrant visas. However, they ended up overstaying their visas. On the other hand, the other proportions of illegal immigrants are those who entered the country without legal permission (1). Due to their status, the illegal immigrants face numerous hurdles in their attempt to assimilate into the mainstream society. Also, it is relatively difficult for this group of people to access basic amenities such as health care. In the same line, more often than not, the illegal immigrants find themselves on the wrong side of the law. This paper will explore the problem of illegal immigration in the US; putting more focus on the accessibility to health care, detention, as well as the effectiveness of a border wall in curbing illegal immigration.
Health Care
	The illegal immigrants in the US have limited access to health care as compared to the rest of the population. According to Edward, health coverage is the major element in access to health care. In fact, having health coverage is directly linked to desirable outcomes for chronic illnesses and mortality in the immigrants’ communities (6). Notably, following the introduction of the famous Obamacare, the uninsured rate in America has continued to diminish. However, it is a different case for the illegal immigrants. In fact, more than 40% of the illegal immigrants in the US do not have a health cover (Passel and Cohn 1). The reason for this could be that; most illegal immigrants work in low-skilled jobs. Besides, their “illegal immigrant” status hinders even the well paid illegal immigrants from accessing health insurance coverage. The election of President Donald Trump in 2016 only worsened the fate of the illegal immigrants. In January this year, the president made an executive order to ban 218 million immigrants from the US and to deny entry to any refugees in the US (Diamond 1). Fabi and Saloner opined that with such a hostile national climate towards the immigrants, it would be difficult to address the problem of the high numbers of uninsured illegal immigrants. Besides, the Affordable Care Act has strict restrictions on the use of federal resources to insure the illegal immigrants (1913). As a result, the insuring of the illegal immigrants will remain at the hands of the states.   
	Another issue that limits the health care accessibility for the illegal immigrants is discrimination and marginalization. According to Edward, many illegal immigrants are reluctant to seek health care services for the fear of unequal treatment or deportation (6). These findings are parallel to those of Fabi and Saloner who noted that although the children of the immigrants are legible for coverage under the federal insurance laws; their parents are reluctant to apply for the benefits. This is because they are concerned that applying for public benefit programs for their children would lead to deportation (1914). The situation has been made worse by the implementation of state-enforced immigration policies; which restrict the illegal aliens from accessing public amenities. Additionally, the illegal immigrants are not able to obtain the social security number and other identification documents which are vital in access to public health care and health coverage. Due to the above limitations, illegal immigrants are more likely to access emergency healthcare rather than preventive health care. In fact, Edward noted that a large portion of the total medical cost of the illegal immigrants is attributed to visits in the emergency departments (8). Notably, healthcare institutions in the US are lawfully obliged to provide medical treatment to any individual who visits the facility with an emergent medical condition. This is in spite of their ability to pay for the services, health insurance coverage or immigration status (8).This explains why illegal immigrants are more likely to seek medical services for emergency medical conditions. However, this trend hinders prevention measures and early detection of illnesses among the illegal immigrants. As a result, the illegal immigrants lag behind in aspects such as cancer screening, vaccination as well as prenatal and postnatal care. In the same line, the failure to utilize the preventive health care services poses serious threats to their health. Similarly, failure to detect the disease at an early stage leads to increased health care costs (8).   Evidently, there are various social, economic and legal aspects that limit the illegal immigrants from accessing health care services.
Detention
	Another issue that affects illegal immigrants in the US is detention. A report by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Centre for Migration Studies (USCCBCMS) indicates that more than 400, 000 illegal immigrants are detained in the US every year. The US government has set up numerous detention centers. In the same line, the majority of illegal immigrants are detained by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The report indicates that those in the DHS prisons, jails, and other security centers are subjected to conditions meant for criminals. In other cases, the illegal immigrants receive worse treatment than the criminals (159). 
	According to the US Department of Immigration, the immigration detention policy holds that persons who are suspected of any breach of the immigration laws should be detained until the immigration authorities issue them with a visa or deport them. In the same line, mandatory detention is applied to political asylum seekers, illegal immigrants as well as unauthorized individuals entering the US. In addition, immigrants with pending court cases, or those who require status updates and those waiting to be deported are facilitated at the detention centers. While the US Department of Immigration maintains that the detention centers are not prisons, outside sources indicate otherwise.
	A report by the US Civil Rights Commission revealed that the detainment of illegal immigrants is linked to the violation of basic rights. The report stated that holding the whole family in detention is a violation of the human rights (Dinan 1). In fact, most of the government and private detention centers do not adhere to the fundamental constitutional guarantees. For instance, the facilities do not provide medical care for the illegal immigrants. Additionally, detention centers deny the illegal aliens the chance to get lawyers to help them in their case. Other violations of human rights in the detention centers include rape and sexual abuse, infringement of the freedom of worship, as well as harassment of transgender detainees (1). The detainees are also subjected to inhumane acts such as long duration standing counts, random searches, and shakedowns, as well as electronic tracking. Just like prisoners, they are forced to wear uniforms and limitations are imposed on the possession of personal properties within the centers (Schriro 469).These conditions have further been aggravated by president’s trumps execution orders against immigrants. 
	 Detention of the illegal immigrants also affects the wellbeing of the child detainees. According to the USCCBCMS, the conditions at the detention centers are particularly not suitable for the welfare of children detainees. As a matter of fact, the conditions infringe the minimum standards for the detention and handling of children provided in the 1997 Flores v. Meese litigation (164). In the same line, detention of children is closely linked to mental health problems including anxiety, depression and post-traumatic stress. Still, child detainees are more likely to suffer from sleep difficulties and social withdrawal. In addition, detention leads to poor performance at school. It may also hinder language development in young children (164). As such, the conditions at the illegal immigrant's detention centers are diminishing and they violate the rights of both adult and child detainees.
The Border Wall
	The proposal of establishing a border wall as a way of hindering illegal immigrants in the US has generated a lot controversy in the country. During the presidential campaigns, Trump put the idea of building a border wall among his top agendas. In January this year, the president signed an executive order that aimed at improving border security by building a wall. However, many people argue that this will not be an effective and sustainable solution for the problem of illegal immigrants in the US. As mentioned earlier in this paper, almost half of the illegal immigrants entered in the US legally using temporary visas. However, their status changes to “illegal immigrants” after they overstay their visas. As a result, establishing the border wall will only solve the problem halfway. 
	In the same line, a physical barrier would not be effective in solving the problem of illegal immigrants. According to Ian, people could still use complex tunnel system to enter the US. Also, they could climb the wall and cut the barbed wire or even dig holes in vulnerable parts of the wall. Similarly, given that it is to be built on the Mexican border, the wall will not solve the problem of illegal entry through the other borders. Besides, no nation no matter how powerful is self-sufficient. As such, America should worry about the picture it portrays to the neighboring countries by building the border wall. This move could worsen the relationship between America and other countries. Besides, the border wall will not only hinder illegal immigrants, but it will also hinder wildlife migration. This would, in turn, isolate wildlife refuges and private shelters (1). Evidently, the border wall would generate detrimental effects to the US. Yet, it would not produce an effective and sustainable solution for the problem of illegal immigrants. As such, the US government should seek better methods of dealing with the challenge of illegal immigration, rather than building a physical barrier.
	In conclusion, the number of illegal immigrants in the US is on the rise. Due to their status, the illegal immigrants face a lot of problems including limited access to health care. In addition, they endure harsh treatments and violation of their human rights in the detention camps. Building the border wall has been suggested as a solution to the problem of illegal immigration. However, not only would the physical barrier generate negative impacts on the US, but it would not serve as an effective and sustainable solution to the problem at hand. As such, the US should employ better measures in dealing with the challenge of illegal immigration.
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