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Introduction – Overview

Current social issues constantly create debate among people, families, states, and institutions thereby changing the dynamic and the behavior of individuals across the societal setting. One major controversial issue of debate over the past years has been the gay marriage also known as a marriage of the same sex. Gay marriages refer to family unions which involve individuals of the same sex coming together to enhance family ties either through secular ceremonies or religious settings (Gates, 2015). Marriages of the same sex have existed in the past though with many controversies. Although they have often been viewed negatively, the gay persons believe that they similar to others with no mental or psychological disorders (Gates, 2015). As such, they have often fought for equity within the societal setting. However, it is only through the enactment of the laws legalizing gay marriages that individuals resorted to openly expressing their affiliation towards the same-sex marriage issue in many states of the United States and regions in the world (Gates, 2015). Across the society, individuals have varied opinions regarding the issue of gay marriage with individuals exhibiting arguments and counterarguments to rationalize their views. The gay marriage as a social issue has generated many deliberations not only within the family setup but also in the religious institutions.


Functionalist theory and gay marriage

The functionalism theory has often enhanced the understanding the aspect of gay marriage within the societal setting. Functionalism refers to a belief that individuals relate to each other through rules and legislation that govern their operations (Thompson, 2013). It highlights that individuals are bound by unanimous decisions that enhance their relationship within the society. The functionalist perspective highlights the need for harmony within the community created through a reduction of conflicts within the surroundings. The functionalists believe that the gay marriages are a deviation from the social norms of individuals within the society. Also, the functionalists believe that through the family, individuals acquire their behaviors that develop over time into their adulthood (Martin, 2015). As a foundation of the society, the family is highly regarded with the perception of shaping the moral behavior of individuals. As such, the nuclear family unit comprising of a heterosexual relationship is often considered to be the ideal structure through which individuals can acquire positive behavior (Martin, 2015).

The functionalists also categorize same-sex marriages as an underclass group as they fail to correspond with the accepted societal norms and practices (Martin, 2015). Many functionalists often perceive the notion that the gays should be ignored through engraining family teachings that promote positive behavior amongst people. As a primary function of the society, functionalists believe that education is a role of the nuclear since both parents play a significant role in the parents through enhancing the teachings of the gender roles. Through the functionalism theory, the gay marriages fail to meet the threshold standards of including them within the societal customs as they negate the purpose of marriage (Martin, 2015). Since their argument is also based on the need for family procreation and continuation of a family's values that make up the collective society, functionalists believe that the same-sex marriages create conflict amongst individuals. According to Martin (2015), the gay marriages pose a societal conflict that creates a disturbance that fails to impact on the livelihoods of individuals within the society positively.


Sociological imaginations and their impact on gay marriages

Furthermore, social imagination refers a situation in which an individual can remain cognizant of the relationship between their encounters and societal wellbeing. The social imagination concept was coined by Wright Mills (Scott & Nilsen, 2013). The sociological theory highlights the rationale for an individual to perceive a particular situation from a different societal perspective from their usual way of thinking (Scott & Nilsen, 2013). As such, a person is expected to view a particular circumstance in a different prospect distinctively. Through social imaginations, it is evident that an individual’s perspective often shapes their way of judgment and reactions depending on a specific condition. Among the social issues across many societies including the United States is the same-sex marriages. The issue has often sparked much argument amongst stakeholders with individuals exhibiting different ideas regarding how the topical issue should be perceived and enhanced within the society.

The debate on the same-sex marriages has often arisen due to individual perceptions and notions that have been aggravated by different ideologies and experiences across societies. Since individuals acquire different views depending on the events they come across as they grow up, the same-sex marriages have received diverse opinions thereby resulting in the social imaginations (Seidman, 2016). People have developed pro arguments and counter-arguments that have led to a variety of interpretations. The Christians view same-sex marriages are against their teachings and thus, they prohibit gay marriages by encouraging heterosexual marriages (Seidman, 2016). Since the religion forms part of their social welfare through which they derive their moral judgments, they fail to appreciate the advances made in legalizing and paving the way for the introduction of the same-sex marriages within their societies (Seidman, 2016).

Depending on one’s interpretation, different groups view the issue according to the social constructs that have shaped their ideologies and experiences they have come across over time (Seidman, 2016). Although the modern proponents of gay marriage tend to advocate for the enactment of laws and abolition of strict marriage perceptions, only a person's judgment would enhance the appreciation the practice. As such, personal judgments, opinions, and ideologies through the combination with the social influences often shape the rationale for an individual's acculturation into practice (Seidman, 2016). Social imagination, therefore, highlights that the people's principles and thoughts would only change through the influence of their encounters and experiences within their societies.

Attitudes and Behaviors towards Gay Marriages

Across the many societal constructs, individuals have had various attitudes and behaviors regarding same-sex marriages. It is evident across many societies that parents have a negative attitude towards gays who often enhance their relationships resulting in the gay marriages (Lefkowitz et al., 2014). The societal attitudes mainly perceive the same-sex marriage as a practice originating from the west with no formal basis for enhancing their arguments for the support of their marriage. According to Lefkowitz et al. (2014), many individuals across the world often tend to discriminate against the gay individuals as a way of dissociating themselves from the quire characters that would influence their behavior. Since the more significant part of the society view gay marriages in a negative light, many gay marriages are victimized with individuals not expected to attend particular functions that require families as they are seen to set a dangerous precedent to the young generations (Lefkowitz et al., 2014). Despite the negative image the institution has received from states, religion and societal institutions, many advances have been made towards improving its acceptance. Thus, in nations that legalize and acknowledge the gay marriages, many attitudes and misconceptions have reduced as people embrace the practice (Lefkowitz et al., 2014).

Role of cultural factors

Cultural factors play an essential role in shaping individual attitudes and behaviors towards deviant behaviors (Lefkowitz et al., 2014). Social norms often affect a person’s perception regarding their sexual behavior and attributions for both genders. For instance, the social norms have set up double standards for men by allowing them to engage in heterosexual practices while the women are only expected to participate in single partner relationships (Lefkowitz et al., 2014). Besides, cultural beliefs also shape people’s attitudes and behaviors. Within the society, members are expected to follow the prescribed codes of conducts with severe punishment on any deviance behavior. The gay marriages are prohibited in many cultures. Therefore, the beliefs influence individuals’ behavior and thoughts on gay marriages. Through the engrained viewpoints, gay marriages have often received a negative connotation across many societal settings (Lefkowitz et al., 2014).

Global perceptions on Gay Marriages

Globally across the world, the rate of the legalization of the same-sex marriage is on the rise in the recent years. Several countries have permitted same-sex marriages with the substantiation of gay men to marry each other (Mitchell, 2016). The laws prohibiting any discriminatory approaches towards the individuals have increased their acceptance and a different look at their associations. The increasing widespread societal acceptance of homosexuality has promoted the gay marriage practices across different regions in the world. Attitudes towards the same-sex marriages have remained stable with several advances made in many nations around the globe. According to Mitchell (2016), over 81 percent of religious individuals have supported the enhancement of the gay marriages within the United States. Further, it is estimated that over 64 percent of whites with 51 percent of the blacks back same-sex unions as opposed to the previous periods in which gay marriages were less recognized (Mitchell, 2016). Therefore, it is evident that the attitudes and behaviors have improved owing to the widespread knowledge and sensitization regarding the need to allow for the progression of the gay marriages (Mitchell, 2016).

Agents of Socialization

Additionally, there are some agents of socialization that affect gay marriages across the society. The family, media, schools, and peers form essential agents of socialization. First, the family is a crucial agent of socialization as it forms the basis of education, nurture, and a way of social development (Barry, 2016). Since individuals arise from families, the families often shape their way of thinking. In liberal families that fail to uphold specific values, individuals may engage in deviant behaviors such as gay that may fail to be internalized by the society (Barry, 2016). Second, the media as an agent of socialization can influence behavior through the television programs, movies, music, newspapers, magazines, and the social media (Gaisina et al., 2015). The youth often tend to follow a prescribed mode of life they see on the social media platforms. As such, in situations where their exposure is inclined towards same-sex marriages, they often tend to follow the particular behavior (Gaisina et al., 2015).

Third, learning institutions often groom learners by teaching them both the formal curriculum and the hidden curriculum that involves the skills and perceptions about their environments (Barry, 2016). Individuals may thus acquire heterosexual behaviors as a way of conforming to the social circle within the schools thereby resulting in future same-sex marriages (Gaisina et al., 2015). Again, peers offer emotional support and companionship within their associations (. However, the peer pressure can induce individuals into engaging in gay behavior that would consequently affect their future marital affiliations (Barry, 2016).

On the other hand, the gay marriages have been perceived as a deviant behavior. Homosexuality, an unacceptable practice in many cultural settings, sets the aberrant expression of gay culture (Seidman, 2016). Since the action alters the normal functioning of the societal wellbeing, it is often regarded as a different practice as it fails to coincide with the regular societal status expected of individuals. In many instances, the governments, states and cultural settings have been pushed into rethinking their moral obligations thereby going against their longtime practices (Seidman, 2016). The practice results in the breaking of the social, ethical rules which bind the society together. Gay marriages have thus resulted in the redefinition of cultural practices in light of the growing acculturation and modern trends that alter the normal functioning of the society (Seidman, 2016). Further, many communities have only been forced to accept the practice as a way of conforming to the western acculturation practices which modify the current acceptable standards.


Conclusion

In conclusion, it is imperative to highlight the impact of the gay marriages across the societal settings and in reshaping sexuality among the male and the females. Despite the growing need for government to adopt the practice as a way of protecting the rights of their citizens, many institutions have resorted to remaining adamant about encompassing the essential elements of the behavior. Although different nations have endorsed laws to legalize the gay marriages within different settings, the ideology has often been perceived through a negative societal aspect that diminishes its credibility among various stakeholders. It is crucial not only to promote good practices amongst the societal members but also determine the likely implications of gay marriage to the populations and the sexual morality of the future generations. In maintaining the societal cultures and practices, it is imperative to assess the implications of same-sex marriages on the overall well-being of the society.
References

Barry, D. M. (2016). Social Construction. Encyclopedia of Family Studies, 1-4. doi:10.1002/9781119085621.wbefs531

Gaisina, L. M., Mikhaylovskaya, I. M., Khairullina, N. G., Ustinova, O. V., & Shakirova, E. V. (2015). The Role of the Media in the Spiritual and Moral Evolution of Society. Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences. doi:10.5901/mjss.2015.v6n5s2p93

Gates, G. J. (2015). Marriage and Family: LGBT Individuals and Same-Sex Couples. The Future of Children, 25(2), 67-87. doi:10.1353/foc.2015.0013

Lefkowitz, E. S., Shearer, C. L., Gillen, M. M., & Espinosa-Hernandez, G. (2014). How Gendered Attitudes Relate to Women’s and Men’s Sexual Behaviors and Beliefs. Sexuality & Culture, 18(4), 833-846. DOI: 10.1007/s12119-014-9225-6

Martin, L. J. (2015). The Family in Flux: Changing Sexual and Reproductive Practices. Handbooks of Sociology and Social Research Handbook of the Sociology of Sexualities, 333-348. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-17341-2_19

Mitchell, T. (2017, June 26). Changing Attitudes on Gay Marriage. Retrieved November 20, 2017, from http://www.pewforum.org/fact-sheet/changing-attitudes-on-gay-marriage/

Scott, J., & Nilsen, A. (2013). C. Wright Mills and the sociological imagination: contemporary perspectives. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Pub. Ltd.

Seidman, L. M. (2016). The Triumph of Gay Marriage and the Failure of Constitutional Law. The Supreme Court Review, 2015(1), 115-146. DOI: 10.1086/684251

Thompson, M. J. (2013). A functionalist theory of social domination. Journal of Political Power, 6(2), 179-199. DOI:10.1080/2158379x.2013.805922

