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The Edge of Suicide
    Four strangers who happen to meet on the roof of a London building on New Year’s Eve, each with the intent of committing the act of suicide. Their plans for death in solitude are ruined when they meet as they decided to come down from the roof alive-however temporary that may be! In the novel, “A Long Way Down,” author Nick Hornby uses such bold humor to narrate a story about these four individuals whom have totally different lives however they all share the common theme of suicide.
      At first glance the narrator makes this seem as if the novel is all about suicide, however the main theme of this novel is the contrast of characters and how they form a community amongst themselves because of their un-obvious similarities. The dynamics of relationships evolve change when the four meets on fate! Hornby demonstrates that no matter how different one may be that deep down inside we can share the same gift of desperation. 
     “The edge of suicide,” determines the fate of four complete strangers. There are moments of tenderness and honest human emotions buried internally.  Highlighting the internal feelings of lost hope and a lost sense of a purposeful life together. They silently share the common fate. 
     Four lost individual souls, a disgraced television reporter (presenter), a foul-mouthed teen, an isolated single mother and an avid music fan make up the quartet.  Martin, Jess, J.J. and Maureen connect for reasons to stay alive. They decide to wait until Valentine’s Day. So, when it’s the fourteen of February, they meet again and then they decide to wait another forty-four days because Martin read somewhere that suicidal people change after ninety days. On the ninety day they are sure that they’ll never be on the roof of a tower building again! 
      At the end they speak with Jess, Martin, Maureen, and J.J. being for the last time on the roof of Topper’s House. They talk about how they would stop someone if a person would get on the roof now with the soul purpose of suicide. The say to each other why they want to live now. Very suitable considering at the beginning they all wanted to die. Now, all of them want to live life with a purpose. It is then that fate had been tested.  The state of being connected describes the internal ways a relationship(s) are empowered.
     As Maureen, Martin, Jess, and J.J. sat on the rooftop sharing their stories it allowed them to conquer what had been driving them to suicidal thoughts which in return helped them cope with life and choices. They joined together to form an awkward bond! This book is not just about four strangers who want to end there lives. It’s deeper. The people get there lives back. They learn to see the good things and not the bad ones. They’ve become friends in a very special way! 
    What if these four people would have been alone that faithful night and had never met? Never engaged in deep conversation of suicide. Would they have jumped and ended their lives alone? I believe so! 
         The fate that was once shattered by hopelessness and despair has turned into a revelation for all these individuals. They found solace in each another to make it make it through one more day, one more hour, one more month. Through their own hopelessness they found a renewed fate, and hopefulness thru each other’s pain and glory! 
     
    



