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Nicosia as a Tourism Destination
Nicosia is the largest and the capital city of the Cyprus Island; located at the eastern Mediterranean Sea. This makes the Nicosia a major destination for tourists. Even though Nicosia has gradually evolved into a modern European city, it has still preserved its heritage through architectural works and other traditional elements.  A major element about Nicosia is that it is the only island that is divided into two by the green line. The same line separated the Greek the city is also characterized by administrative and financial, educational and business hub.
	The Cyprus Tourism Organization’s (CTO) official website describes the city as one that is set aside by historical monuments and museums. Also, the huge medieval walls that were built by the Venetians are a feature of Nicosia. Important buildings in the city including the town major hall are housed within the bastions and gates of these medieval walls. Furthermore, these buildings depict the Cyprian rich traditional architecture. In the same line, the city has aspects of dark tourism resulting from the Turkish invasion in 1974.  
	According to the, Nicosia is a beautiful city with numerous attractive sights. Nicosia is also heavily populated. It has a population of around 250,000 people. In fact, the city holds one-third of the Cyprus Island’s population. Similarly, it is rich in architectural treasures and vast sceneries that form most of the attractive sights. Even though the culturally rich city does not offer beaches, visitors touring the country for the beaches would also take interest in the rich cultural tourism that Nicosia has to offer.
	Another significant and outstanding element about Nicosia is its ability to uphold and sustain the conventional architecture of Cyprus. The town has unique narrow streets and suspended balconies; which have been preserved from the past. In the same, the traditional pedestrian roads have been restored. The town is also dotted with traditional crafts shops and taverns where visitors can have a taste of the Cyprian tradition (Cyprianisland.net). Nonetheless, while Nicosia offers numerous attraction sights, it faces various challenges as a tourist destination; rendering it unable to attract the optimal number of tourists. This makes it hard to manage Nicosia as a tourism destination.
What Nicosia has to Offer
	According to Nicosia.org, the medieval walls are some of the most attractive sights in Nicosia. These walls were built by the veterans in the 16th century. The veterans demolished the Frankish walls arguing that they were too old and that they did not offer an adequate defense. They replaced the walls with the medieval walls. The Venetians walls form a circle and are fortified by eleven heart-shaped bastions. The walls are also protected by a moat that measures around 80 meters. Today, the moats surrounding the walls are used for sporting purposes, public gardens, for exhibitions or as car parks.
	The Famagusta gates form another tourists’ attraction site. The Venetian Nicosia gate is the most significant among them all because it leads to an important harbor town of the island. On the other hand, Nicosia offers religious attractions. The Archbishops’ Palace acts as a national, political and religious monument. Next to the archbishop’s palace is a new archbishop building that houses the Byzantine Museum and the archbishopric library. Other historic buildings include the Liberty Monuments, the Nosia town hall, Pancyprian gymnasium the Roman Aqueduct, among others (Nicosia Municipality).
	The Nicosia city also has numerous theatres including the Cyprus National Theatre, the Pallas Cinema Theatre, The Mascarene Theatre, and the Municipal Theatre; among others. Other attraction cites include galleries and art centers. The Leventis Art Gallery, Centers of Visual Arts and Research, Nicosia Municipal Arts Centers; among others. The galleries and the art centers have numerous art collections from Greek, Paris, and Cyprus.
	Also, for tourists who would be interested in Cyprian products, Nicosia has vast shopping streets and shopping malls. Streets such as the Ledras and Onasagorou, Makariou Avenue are among the major shopping streets that are lined with shops of different types. As such, Nicosia offers an outstanding shopping experience for the tourists. On the other hand, Nicosia offers a wide range of accommodation facilities. The major hotels include Hilton Hotel Nicosia, Cleopatra Hotel, Altius Boutique Hotel, Royiatiko Hotel; among others. The hotels have numerous amenities including swimming pools, wellness centers, gym, bar lounge, restaurants. They also offer modern and stylish accommodation. In the same line, the variety of clubs and bars facilitate a splendid nightlife (Nicosia Municipality). Besides, visitors in Nicosia get a chance to enjoy a variety of cuisines ranging from the local and international traditional cuisines are mostly available in the taverns while exotic dished may be found in the international hotels; including renowned branches of international hotels such as the McDonalds (CTO). 
The other facilities that visitors in Nicosia may be interested in are the relaxation parks. There are numerous parks in Nicosia where visitors can take leisure walks or enjoy relaxing moments. Tourists can also enjoy walks in the towns while enjoying the sceneries of the old and the new cities of Nicosia. 
	It is hard to mention Nicosia tourism, without recognizing the dark tourism resulting from the Turkish invasion of 1974 (CTO). The line of the ceasefire is used to refer to the green line that was drawn on the Cyprian map to mark the Greek and the Turkish borders. This, and other artifact and archival materials regarding the Turkish invasion are attractive elements for dark tourists (CTO). With such a wide variety of scenery, relaxation, entertainment, and accommodation facilities Nicosia should be an ideal destination for any tourist. However, there are various challenges that hinder Nicosia from exploiting its tourism business optimally and managing it as a tourism destination.
Challenges Facing Nicosia as a Tourism Destination
	After exploring the services offered by Nicosia as a tourism destination, it is evident that most of the attraction sites focus on cultural tourism. However, Farmaki et al., (2014) found that only 50% of tourists in Cyprus are interested in the cultural attractions. On the contrary, most of the tourists who visit the country are interested in the island’s beaches and the favorable weather. However, Nicosia’s major tourist attractions are the culture of the country, the new town, as well as the religious and architectural attractions. As such, the Nicosia city does not provide what the tourists are looking for. Therefore, most tourists leave the city and move to the areas where they can access the beautiful beaches and the enjoyable sun. Even though Nicosia is rich in traditional attractions, modern accommodation facilities, parks, and other convenience facilitates, the drawback of missing out on the beaches as a tourist attraction affects its tourism market to a large extent. Notably, there are other cities and towns in Cyprus that are able to offer what most of the tourists are asking. This is due to the fact that; besides those cultural attractions and other elements including cuisines, accommodation, relaxation and entertainment facilities, the other towns in Cyprus are next to the sea. This makes it possible for the tourists to enjoy most of the tourists’ attractions that they are seeking while getting access to the beaches. Therefore, the fact that Nicosia is not next to the sea (which is a major preference for the tourists) is a major challenge while managing Nicosia as a tourism destination.
	The second challenge facing Nicosia as a tourist destination is that it is a capital city that has to compete with other major cities that are also cultural tourists’ destination. As a result, Nicosia has a challenge of inventing new elements that would enable it to be recognized as a superior tourism destination. For instance, visit London (2017) states that London is also an international destination for cultural attractions. The city offers traditional architecture, museums, sceneries and other tourists’ facilities. This means that although Nicosia is a small city as compared to London, they both offer similar things as tourist destinations. As such, Nicosia has an advantage of the superb Mediterranean weather and the beautiful beaches. Nicosia is also connected to a rich culture as well as the 21st modernism. Therefore, Nicosia has to take advantage of such elements and develop other features that would make it outstanding among the tourist destinations that offer similar tourists attraction. This would ensure that tourists set it apart as their number one destination.
	In conclusion, the Cyprus Island is located in the Mediterranean Sea. The location of the country makes it a tourism destination for tourists around the world. Its capital Nicosia is distinguished for its richness in cultural tourism, modern accommodation, and entertainment and relaxation facilities. The city offers a wide range of tourists’ attractions including the monuments, medieval architecture, hotels, parks, shopping streets and malls among others. However, the Nicosia city is not next to the Cyprian beaches. This acts as one of the major hindrances in managing the city as tourism destination. This is because; a significantly large number of tourists visit the country because of its beaches and the warm sun by the sea. In the same line, Nicosia faces the challenge of competition from international cities that offer similar tourism attraction. As such, Nicosia should come up with new incentives that would make it stand out as a tourism destination of choice.
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