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An Introduction to Philosophy
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The word “philosophy” comes from the Greek word “philosophia” which literally means “the love for wisdom” (Philosophybasics.com, 2017). Philosophy can thus best be described as the study of fundamental principles on subjects that relate to the world we live in. These subjects are vast and to some extent inexhaustible ranging all the way from existence, to ethics, language and all the way to the idea of knowledge itself. As a discipline, philosophy seeks to reflect and probe the thinking process and the reason for the inherent need for human beings to know as opposed to not knowing.
	The concepts and ideologies behind philosophy as an established field of study are not new having spanned centuries and generations. The earliest ideas and fundamental principles on the subject are synonymous with names such as Aristotle, Pythagoras, Plato and Socrates who helped to shape views that have come to be adopted by modern philosophical minds. These early thinkers played huge roles by posing questions to the general population, which gave birth to a need of knowing beyond what the human mind of the time perceived leading to an inherent love for wisdom, and inadvertently the birth of Philosophy as it has come to be known in modern times. It thus goes without saying that in a bid to understand modern philosophy, the works and ideologies of ancient philosophers must be reflected upon exhaustively.
	In modern philosophy, it is impossible to traverse the field without coming across the name Socrates. Socrates was an ancient Greek philosopher who played a huge role in influencing other thinkers of the time such as Plato. During his time, Socrates is accredited with creating a system of critical reasoning that would enable people to live in accordance with morality standards by determining what was right from what was wrong (Philosophybasics.com, 2017). In this system he encourages his followers, Plato and Aristotle, to maintain a certain commitment to what is true and to live their lives in accordance with this truth (Vlastos, 1). This fundamental perspective in part formed one of the cornerstones of what is today referred to as Socratic ignorance. Although Socrates was perceived to be an extremely intelligent and intuitive person by his followers and later scholars, he never considered himself as such and instead opted to believe that in order to achieve true wisdom one must first admit to themselves to not knowing anything (Ballard, 2). This view has come to be shared by modern philosophers and scholars such the likes of Albert Einstein.  
	It is perhaps these strong convictions and a lack of remorse or submission to authority that led to the execution of Socrates in Athens for the crime of impiety, in the year 399 BC (Ahbel-Rappe, 5). His death has often been attributed to his ideologies most of which were liberal, progressive and as such a potential inciter for anarchism which presented a threat to the then Greek rulers. Although while alive little regard was given to his work and contributions to philosophy, it is followers and students Plato and Aristotle who developed his ideologies and formed the basis for modern philosophy. In modern philosophy, this two are accredited with interpreting basic ideologies from Socrates and applying these ideologies to life and the perception of life. 
	Since Plato played the role of both a student and a mentor, it is of little surprise that he is perhaps the most influential and studied philosopher in modern times (Philosophybasics.com, 2017). He enjoyed the privilege of being a follower and confidant of Socrates and is accredited with transforming the basic ideologies posed by his teacher and blending them into fields such as ethics, politics and moral psychology. This is evidenced by the several dialogues that he published in a bid to shed light on various societal issues while at the same time providing incite on earlier stances that had been taken by his mentor, Socrates. An example of an ideology developed by Plato based on his interactions with Socrates, was the theory of innate ideas which essentially stated that even at birth one had the ability to understand preexisting ideas without the influence of own experiences. This is just but one in several theories that Plato developed, that have come to form the backbone of modern day philosophy.
	In conclusion, philosophy as it is understood today is a subject characterized by complex ideas that are inherently responsible for shaping the world we live in. It is a field that cuts across all doctrines and as such is fundamental in the pursuit for knowledge and the essence of life. As such, it is crucial that there is awareness on the subject and the first step towards this enlightenment is understanding its origin and historical impact on humanity. 
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