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Race and Ethnicity as Socially Constructed Categories
	Although race is fundamentally a denotation of biological groupings whereas ethnicity is a cultural one, the two factors have historically played a huge role in social constructs of societies, nations and the world at large. Most people in communities have often grouped themselves along racial and ethnic lines with the inherent belief that their values, beliefs and general way of life are better than other groups. This has often led to discrimination and historical injustices that have come to shape how race and ethnicity is viewed in this day and age.
	An example of how race and ethnicity have manifested themselves in the real world is the segregation of neighborhoods and social amenities such as schools. Whereas in roads have made in addressing race related issues, the fundamental problems based on history can still be seen and felt. For instance, in the United States, there are still neighborhoods that are termed as “Black”, “White” or “Hispanic” and indeed these neighborhoods are characterized by populations that are predominantly Black, White and Hispanic respectively.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The labelling of these communities does not help to diffuse the underlying rhetoric that is characterized by rampant profiling and a socially stereotypical mentality. For instance, it is assumed that black and Hispanic neighborhoods are predominantly violent with rates of crime and poverty whereas white ones are prime or middle class estates that are more peaceful. This is in line with historical segregation that forced a physical separation of the races in terms of where they lived, and the social amenities that they were allowed to use at the time. And while this segregation has since been done away with, its effects are still being felt today. 

