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Alcohol addiction, withdrawal and negative impacts on society
Alcohol addiction, which is typified by heavy and risky drinking, has become a common vice that has negatively affected the lives of not only those that are addicted but also their families (McCrady 235). Addiction has also become a vice that has affected the larger society as will be unraveled later in the study. Despite the existence of a number of pharmacological and psychological treatments to the addiction, challenges of withdrawal often arise. This study will conduct an unequivocal analysis on alcohol addiction, withdrawal and the challenges therein and culminate with an assessment on the negative impacts of this addiction on the society.
In recent years, drug addiction has become a major concern for safety and health across the world. In the United States for instance, close to 7% of the population that are above teenage can be ranked in the category of those that are under substance abuse. The negative effects of alcohol addiction have been immense and a study conducted in 2006 in the United States pointed out that the costs attributed to alcohol addiction per year were close to $25 billion (McCrady 235).  Alcohol addiction has also been blamed as one of the biggest threats to public safety and one of the leading causes of traffic accidents and sexual assaults as unraveled by McCrady (235)
Alcohol addiction diagnosis
Some of the criteria that is used to diagnose or detect whether an individual is under alcohol addiction include a loss of control over the consumption of alcohol, spending excessive time on the use and recovery from alcohol consumption, persistent desire to reduce on the consumption, a high craving for alcohol, failure to fulfill pertinent obligations as a result of alcohol consumption, physical symptoms that may result from withdrawal and finally tolerance to alcohol (McCrady 236).
Alcohol withdrawal syndrome
Studies as revealed by Mirijello et al. (1) estimate that close to 20% of the lifetime of the general population is affected by alcohol withdrawal syndrome and another 5% of the entire population on a yearly basis. Close to 20% of the adult patients that are in emergency units suffer from alcohol dependency or addiction, which has consequently led to alcohol withdrawal syndrome (Mirijello et al. 1). Mirijello et al. (1) further revealed that it is estimated that close to 50% of all the patients that are suffering from alcohol addiction suffer from alcohol withdrawal syndrome. The symptoms of alcohol withdrawal include tremors, agitation, confusion, irritability, diaphoresis, anxiety, hypertension, fever, hyperreflexia and tachycardia as postulated by Mirijello et al. (1). Alcohol withdrawal symptoms mainly emerge after 6 hours when an individual discontinues or decreases consumption abruptly. The symptoms differ with the individuals from tremens delirium, agitation and hyperactivity that is autonomous in nature. The primary treatment for alcohol withdrawal is the use of benzodiazepines (Mirijello et al. 1). There are cases where an individual may be admitted in ICU in order to cope with alcohol addiction. In addition, it also prompts the use of medications such as agonists, propofol, barbiturates in order to control and address the hyperactivity that may result from neuroautonomy (Mirijello et al. 1). Some of the medications above may also be used to control hallucinations that may result from alcohol withdrawal. 
Negative impacts of alcohol addiction on the society
Alcohol addiction is one of the largest causes for accidents and injuries. Alcohol addiction is mainly associated with social, psychiatric, medical and family problems. Families for instance are affected greatly through children that are exposed to first degree relatives that are addicted to alcohol. There is a high likelihood for children with parents that are alcohol addicts to become alcoholic compared to those children with parents that have not been addicted to alcohol. It is palpable from this study that alcohol addiction affect the safety, health and well-being of the people and it is therefore imperative to ensure that this problem is totally addressed in order to safeguard the wellbeing of families and the society at large (Moss 175).
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