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Opinion
	The private safety standards (PSS) are non-state standards aimed at regulating the local markets and production. Based on the following reasons, I opine that PSS promote access to global value chains. Firstly, incidents such as the adulteration of dairy products from China, the recent salmonella outbreak in Chicago (Falkenstein, 2017) among other have raised the global food safety concerns. Consequently, nations are more willing to import products from companies that have enacted buyer driven PSS that guarantee food safety. Similarly, big retailers such as the Wal-Mart use their buyer driven PSS as a competitive strategy to venture into new global value chains. Secondly, the PSS have gained global synchronization and mutual recognition; thus promoting access to the global value chain. Besides, any PSS that hinder access to global value chains are hindered by the World Trade Organization’s article 13 of the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement (Wouters, Marx, and Hachez, 2008).
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