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A Raisin in The Sun
 
The play “A Raisin in the Sun” by Lorraine Hansberry portrays the lives of a black American family in south side Chicago in the 1950s. The play was the first to bring out the struggles of the African American families in their aim of achieving the American dream. Through the Youngers family, various struggles within the family helped bring out the struggles of many black American families during this period. Living in poverty, the Youngers family dreams of getting a better life after receiving money from the life insurance. However, the family has different plans for the money, Walter for instance who is the elder son dreams of opening a liquor store with his naïve friend Bobo. The mother plans of purchasing a better house for the family while Walter’s sister needs money for education. These dreams are conflicted when a white neighbor wishes to purchase the new house they have bought since it is in a white neighborhood to avoid them the embarrassment of being out of place. The different dreams of the Youngers family represent the various nuances associated with black people to achieve better lives under the American dream.

 
Walter had a dream of being able to afford the necessities of the family however he seems to be derailed by poverty. Like any black man in America, Walter felt like the man of the house after the passing of his father and dreamt of having wealth that would sustain the family. However, this dream was crushed by the fact that he was living in poverty. As a chauffeur, he could not afford the necessities, and he often poured his frustration to his wife after coming home drunk. Walter’s dreams are based on money. His vision is questioned by his mother in Act 1 scene 2 “once upon a time freedom used to be life-now its money (Hansberry).” Walter’s sister on the other had bases her dreams in the money the family receives from life insurance. She plans to attain education to be a doctor. However, her dreams are shattered after Walter’s investment is taken by Willy the street smart. Asagai, Beneatha’s boyfriend from Nigeria, tackles this issue in Act 3, “…where all dreams, good or bad, must depend on the death of a man. (Hansberry)” This shows how most of the African Americans dreams were shuttered due to poverty. Walter argues that it has all been about the money, only that they did not know about it. Many of the black Americans during this period dreamt of having good lives but were unable due to poverty.

 
The mother believed in education as a way out for Beneatha. After purchasing the house, she gives the money to Walter to invest, but with the promise, he will spare some for his sister’s education. However, this dream is cut short after the investment is lost due to the naivety of Bobo, Walter’s friend. Naivety seemed to derail the dreams of many black Americans during this period. Mr. Lindner’s offer to purchase the new house almost made Walter accept due to money. However, he at least realizes having a house was the best dream “we have decided to move into the house because my father earned it brick by brick (Hansberry).” This is naivety which affected many African Americans. Even when Walter’s wife questions the credibility of the business partner, Walter defends him naively. Many bad decisions made by black Americans led to their difficult struggle to achieve the American dream. 

 
Gender identity shows the other struggle for the American dream among black Americans during this period. Women from the play go through various struggles to achieve their dreams. Ruth, for instance, vocalizes her issues with her husband, Walter. She tries to make their lives better by doing various jobs so they can move to new house. However, other women such as Lena are affected by their gender, she has no ambition as her goals are tied with those of her family and not herself. “we see that she was a pretty girl…and disappointment has already begun to hang in her face” (Hansberry). Beneatha, on the other hand, is a young feminist who struggles for equal treatment of women. She fights the male chauvinism of Walter and dislikes George Murchison for disrespecting her ideas. She even questions her love for him saying “love him? There is nothing left to love.”

 
The struggle for black identity or Afrocentrism also seems to be among the nuances for the black Americans of this period to achieve the American dream. While some are proud to be black, some believe that their color made them suffer and thus needed to assimilate themselves into the white culture. George, for instance, has assimilated himself into the white culture and believes he is smart that his peers. Even Walter believes that to achieve his dreams in life; he had to be assimilated like George. However, Joseph Asagai does not seem to share same beliefs. He even wonders on the level of assimilation in America. He tells Beneatha that, “assimilation is so popular in America (Hansberry).” Beneatha, on the other hand, is eager to learn about her African heritage as expressed by her love to Asagai from Nigeria. “you came to me and said, Mr. Asagai, I want to talk to you about Africa.”

 
Finally, class tensions between the black and white communities show the struggle of black Americans in attaining the American dream. Society during this period was divided along racial lines, and even though the blacks had achieved their freedom, they did not enjoy equal treatment in society. The black people were poor and were considered to be content with the situation, this is seen through the quote “seems like God did not see fit to give the black man nothing but dreams (Hansberry).” Mother buys a house in a white neighborhood because it’s cheap, nobody is willing to purchase in a white neighborhood anyway. When Mr. Lindner decides to purchase the younger’s new house, Walter declines because he believes that there should not be discrimination in American soil where all were supposed to be equal. He says “we don’t want to make no troubles for nobody or fight no causes, we will try to be good neighbors.”

 
Conclusively, the play “a raisin in the sun “seeks to address various sensitivities and distinctive expressions by black Americans in their struggle to achieve better lives through the American dream. Various issues are explored in the play, such as the need for identity, gender issues, poverty among other matters. Different blacks Americans have different dreams; however, the ultimate dream seems to be that of the family house. Coming together as a family according to the author seems to be the ultimate way to achieve the American dream. 
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