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Reading Assignment 4: Focus Group Research And/In Figured Worlds
1. Provide an Abstract of the Reading between 90-100 Words	
	This chapter is an illustration various dimensions of focus group through the utilization of varying figured worlds in focus group research. The different uses of focus group are illustrated using five different figured worlds. The varying figured worlds are used to describe how the nature, purpose and affordances of focus group are distinct for a particular figured world. Based on the Holland, Lachicotte, Skinner and Cain’s (1998) frame work of figured world, the authors have been able to illustrate the various dimensions of focus groups. The use of a contemporary exemplar helps to amplify the discussed dimensions of focus group.
2. Two (2) issues for discussion of your choosing based on the reading
Figured Worlds
	In order to understand the relationship between figured world and focus group, it is important to know the meaning of both terms. In this chapter, the authors use Holland et al (1998) definition of figured worlds. They define it as socially produced and culturally constructed habitual activities through which people cognitively and materially perform new understanding of themselves. Based on the complexity and dynamism of figured worlds, several related assumptions are made to make them homogeneous in research. These assumptions entail how knowledge and truth are arrived at. Secondly, the kind of research questions asked, who asks them and for what purpose. Thirdly, how the relationships between the objects and subjects are relate in the research. Additionally, how language and other cultural aspects are treated in the research. Lastly, whether and how reality is deemed to be produced from different perspectives. These perspectives include including culturally, economically, socially and politically. As such, figured worlds help people to recognize one another from different perspectives and aspects.
Focus Group
	On the other hand, focus group is a type of research. In the past, this research was conducted through group interviews. The participant would be asked to respond to predetermined questions with structured answers. However, in contemporary research, focus group research is conducted as a dialog event. In the dialogue, both the researchers and the participants discuss collectively. They weigh the problematic conditions in their lives in order to bring change that would be beneficial to all of them. Therefore, focus group is used in conducting critical, post structural, and post qualitative research across a wide range of social science and humanities disciplines. Notably, focus group research entails finding solutions to existing problems in the society. As such, based on the previous definition of figured worlds, their interrelationship in research is relevant.
3. Two (2) concepts that you did not know what they meant (or that were unclear to you) with your best definition/explanation of them.	
Contemporary exemplar
	One of the concepts that I did not know before reading this chapter is the contemporary exemplar. However, I came to realize that, in this context,  it is an example of a modern focus group research that brings out the application of a particular figured world in focus group research. The contemporary exemplars in this reading were really useful in demystifying the concept of figured worlds in focus group research. 
Figured world 1
	One of the concepts that I found confusing is figured world 1; which entails affirming objectivism and representation. I found this figured world quite peculiar. Previously, I thought that the subject and the object are inseparable in research. For instance I did not understand how the mind and the body can be separated when filling a questioner. However, I came across this aspect in this reading. This figured world is based on the enlightenment theory; which proposes the possibility of separating the mind from the body. According to my understanding, researchers working within this school of thought believe that truth exists outside the human meaning.  As such, the researchers are inclined at   deriving the truth by verifying a hypothesis. As such, in this kind of research, only the role of the researcher is considered. Conversely, other participants are viewed as objects instead of subjects. Also, the response of the interviewee is taken literally, rather than as a productive reality. My main concern was how efficient the collected data would be in deriving an empirical conclusion, given that less value was awarded to it. According to my understanding after going through the provided contemporary exemplar, the researchers in this figured world are domineering. The researchers impose their views/ solutions on the participants ‘problems, without considering the information given by the participants.



