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Reading Assignment 3
1. Provide an Abstract of the Reading between 90-100 Words
	This chapter is an overview of significant methodologies and data collection methods that address researching a place. The work explores various analytical approaches that are currently employed to assist researchers in determining which methodology is suitable for a particular research question regarding a place. This is achieved by reviewing the epistemology, ontology, axiology, and methodological orientations to research for different paradigms. The methodologies discussed in this chapter include archival research, narrative research, phenomenology, ethnography, participatory, action, and community-based research methodologies addressing a place. Additionally, the authors emphasize the conceptual and /or empirical aspects of these methodologies.
2. Two (2) issues for discussion of your choosing based on the reading
Methodology
	After going through the three readings, I have realized that you cannot discuss research without coming across the word methodology. It is therefore important to understand its meaning. According to () in conventional research, and some contemporary approaches and fields, the word methodology has been used interchangeably with the term method. In this case, methodology is used to mean the methods used in empirical data collection and analysis. However, in the contemporary social science research, the term methodology is used to name the assumptions regarding knowledge, facts, and role of research in society. Similarly, the traditional meaning of methodology is retained in the contemporary research. It is important to note that, similar methods of data collection and analysis may be used across methodologies. In such a case,   methodology is used to determine how these methods are used, and who uses them. 
Controversy Surrounding Ethnography Methodology
	In this chapter, the term ethnography is used to mean the study of culture. Given that the chapter is more focused on the study of a place, ethnography is relevant in this context; considering that culture is an important aspect when describing a place. As such, this methodology has been common in the field of anthropology which is more concerned with the study of different cultures around the globe. However, this methodology was surrounded by various controversies. The major concerns were raised over the precision of a study of a foreign culture conducted by western scholars. This concern was raised after considering the prejudice of the researchers. For instance, the question of how the experiences and the misconceptions of the researcher regarding the culture could influence the interpretation of the information that is provided. Also, the appropriateness and protocols of research conducted in a foreign culture were a matter of concern in this methodology. Because of these concerns, the ethnography methodology is currently promoted for the study of the researcher’s own culture or sub-cultural grouping within the researcher’s culture; such as the place.
3. Two (2) concepts that you did not know what they meant (or that were unclear to you) with your best definition/explanation of them. 
Archival Research and Place
	Initially, I thought that only real time inquiry could be used to study a place. However, after reading this chapter, my point of view was amplified. Archival research entails the use of already existing materials or information to collect research data. For instance, existing contents such as photography collections, historical records, and policy documents among others can be very important in providing details about a certain place. In fact, such tangible material can represent specific details of a place, period and people. As such, the archival materials are analyzed to elaborate those details. However, for this methodology to be appropriately recognized as authentic research methodologies there are various aspects that have to be improved. For instance, name and location of the archive, number of materials examined by the researcher, specificity of the materials well as the elements from the material that the researcher was not able to interpret. This would standardize the principles of the methodology among researchers.
	Another aspect that was quite confusing in this reading is the empirical or/and conceptual aspects of methodology. After reading this chapter, I understood empirical to be a term used to describe research that involves the collection and analysis of quantitative or qualitative data. This was confusing because my understanding from the first reading was that the term empirical is only applicable in a quantitative approach. On the other hand, my understanding of conceptual is that; it is used to guide the use and development of additional ideas, besides the data that has been collected in the empirical research. 

