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Need to Do More to Protect and Preserve Endangered Animals
Endangered animals are those that face a high risk of extinction due to human-created causes as well as natural causes. Some of the common human activities that are a threat to animals include poaching, pollution, the occupation of habitats, pet trade, etc. Despite efforts to protect animals through various protection acts, poachers break them and hunt the endangered animals, hence posing the danger of extinction. As such, more need to be done to protect, preserve and ensure the survival of the endangered animals. There is more that needs to be done to protect the endangered animals because human activities cause most of the threat. For example, strengthening the existing acts and enforcing them more harshly will offer more protection to animals in their natural habitat. 

One of the measures that government and organizations should consider is preserving the ecosystem to ensure that the animal’s natural habitat is protected. The ability of wildlife animals to survive and reproduce is greatly affected by habitat destruction (Pizzi et al. 908). Hence, protection of the natural habitat from human invasion can help conserve the natural ecosystem by reducing stressors such as deforestation, pollution, poaching, etc. Some human activities interfere with the natural ecosystem by causing an imbalance that affects the survival of wildlife animals. For example, due to the growing human population, there has been the continuous conversion of the remote landscape into artificial environments that are characterized by drought, fires, and floods (Hull 3). Thus, focusing on the ecosystem as a whole is a more efficient way of conservation because all animals are part of the ecosystem and when one is extinct the entire ecosystem is threatened (Wilcove 233).  Protecting and conserving endangered animals calls for protection of the ecosystem as a whole to avoid extinction of the threatened species and maintain the needed balance. 

Another extra needed to save the endangered animals is enforcing the Endangered Species Act more actively and harshly to offer more protection. Although the Endangered Species Act is an important environmental law that shows the commitment of the government, organizations and the society to work together and preserve the endangered animals, it remains controversial because each year more animals are enlisted as endangered. The process of deciding if a species is endangered is also controversial. Hence, the act is not adequately implemented. Thus, it does not go far enough to aid protection and recovery of endangered animals. Lack of adequate funding for species recovery may lead to continued extinction.  For example, President Donald Trump has expressed his discontent with the ESA by banishing the act for restricting oil and gas exploration. Funding inadequacies are below the recovery needs of the endangered animals, hence need for Congress to pump more funds in extinction prevention programs. Although the ESA is one of the most important environmental laws in the U.S., the program has never received sufficient funds to support it in attaining the set goals (Pike, Turner and Wan 50-52). Thus, by vigorously enacting all aspects of the ESA and with sufficient funding for the program, the extinction list will not grow at the alarming rate. 

The threat posed by global warming has been overlooked, but it has increasingly pushed the endangered animals over the blink and thus the need to address global warming. If global warming goes unchecked, it will become the leading threat to endangered animals with most species being pushed to extinction by 2050. Due to global warming, there are changes in habitat and animals may no longer tolerate the changes hence falling outside their climatic niche, hence becoming more vulnerable (Bellard et al. 4). For example, global warming has a great impact on coral reefs especially due to bleaching and acid erosion. It is estimated that about 71% of warm water coral reefs are susceptible to global warming (Bellard et al. 8). Since global warming is in its initial stage, there is more that needs to be done to suppress it to save the endangered animals. For example, there is need to emphasize on the use of renewable energy to reduce the unnecessary emission of carbon dioxide which is the leading cause of global warming. Notably, climate change is not mentioned in the ESA. Thus, impacts related to climate changes are more likely to hinder efforts done to preserve and restore habitat. It is estimated that about 30% of animal species risk extinction if global warming goes unchecked (Hull 581). Endangered animals may not cope with the rapid climatic changes or manage to move to environmental friendly areas that can support their existence. Thus, everyone should make a difference by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  It is likely that as global warming advances more animals will be endangered, thus necessary actions are required to maintain the natural ecosystem. 

In conclusion, much has been done by the government, organization and the society together but more need to be done to ensure that endangered animals do not decline or go extinct. It is necessary to amend the ESA to ensure it promotes recovery by implementing measures that balance between preventing decline and promoting recovery. Also, adequate funding is needed to promote the recovery process for declining species. It is necessary to regulate human activities which threaten the survival of endangered animals by enforcing the ESA more harshly. Finally, considerable measures should be put in place to check levels of carbon emissions in the environment, and hence reduce its adverse effect on global warming.
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