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Karl Marx was a European philosopher who also served in the capacity of political theorist and social revolutionist. Through his writings, Karl Marx was able to influence the political, philosophical and economic aspects of the ensuing world. The Communist Manifesto which he co-authored with the German philosopher Freidrich Engels theorized that human history was characterized by conflict between the ruling class and the working class. However, he indicated that at the end of the struggle, the working class would conquer the ruling class, giving way to a utopian society in which; all property will belong to the society
. As a result, his thoughts were applied in the establishment of communism in Russia, through the Russian revolution. Basically, the Russian revolution was a revolt against economic oppression and general autocracy in Russia. Before the revolution, Russia was a monarchy under the feudal dictatorship of Czar. On the other hand, the Bolsheviks were socialists and revolutionaries who had embraced the social perspective of Marx.  As such, they were focused on enacting the Marxism revolutionary theory in such a way that Russia would initiate and spread revolution in Europe; and eventually the whole world at large. This paper will explore the role of Marxism in the Russian revolution in regard to how the Bolsheviks interpreted and applied the Marxism orthodoxy in Russia. 
The main characters in the Bolshevik were Lenin, Trotsky, and Stalin. All of them were Marxists who tried to assimilate the Marxist tenet in the distinctive conditions of Russia. They formed the majority group of the Russian social democratic movement which managed to overthrow the Russian provisional government. On the other hand, the Mensheviks formed the minority group of the democracy movement. While both groups embraced the maxims’ ideology, they had differing opinions on how communism should be achieved
. To start with, the Bolsheviks opined that a revolution was the fastest and sure way to communism. On the contrary, the Mensheviks opposed the idea of rushing the process. Rather, they preferred to achieve socialism through a gradual process. 

Lenin headed the Bolsheviks in the October/ November Russian revolution of 1917
. Previously; he had been exiled from Russia for engaging in radical activities during his university years. After the socialist movement overthrew the Csar regime, Lenin became a very significant figure in Russia, as the Bolsheviks gained popularity in the country. Lenin did not wait for a gradual process to socialism as Marx had proposed
. Rather, he was determined to bring an instant communist revolution in Russia. Notably, Marx theorized that the communist revolution would start in the western developed nation and that it would occur on a global scale. But this did not deter Lenin from initiating the communist revolution in Russia. He realized that he did not have enough resources to spark the revolution on a large scale as Marx had proposed. As such, he modeled his strategies on Marx’s ideas, but on a small scale that befitted Russia. Just as Marx had proposed, Lenin strongly believed that before communism could be attained; there must be a phase of the dictatorship of the working class
. In the same line, Lenin was determined to establish capitalism as a pathway to socialism, as proposed in Marx’s ideology. Therefore, after overthrowing the last taints of dictatorship in the 1917 revolution, Lenin began by establishing legislative assemblies elected by the people commonly referred to as “soviets,” to manage the activities of the workers, peasants, and soldiers
. Also, for embracing of a conspiratorial and hierarchal party leadership, Lenin was criticized for imposing obedience rather than participation. According to those who were criticizing him, Lenin was going against Marxism socialism ideology, by creating a conspiring circle of intellectuals’ leaders who posed as oppressed workers
. However, Lenin understood that Marxism ideas could not be generalized. This is because; Marx developed his ideas in the reflection of the western countries which were already developed and whose political and social setups were not comparable to those in Russia. As a result, Lenin understood adopting the Marxism ideas was not enough. Rather, the ideas ought to be aligned to the Russian social, economic and political environment. Therefore, by combining the Marxist orthodoxy with the radical Russian method of leadership, Lenin was just aligning Marx’s ideas with the political context in Russia
.

In the same line, in 1917, Russia’s economy was still based more on agriculture than industry
. This out ruled their chance for a communist revolution in accordance to Marxism. Notably, Marx had argued that the inclusion of peasants in the worker's revolution was a conservative strategy that could not support communism revolution. Similarly, Bolsheviks’ win in the 1917 revolution was militaristic. However, Marxism had disregarded militaristic efforts as a conservative way of overthrowing the status quo.  However, while the revolution benefitted greatly from the military assistance, it also had some elements of Marxism. This is because it comprised of equally large numbers of workers who had gone to the battlefield to challenge the status quo. Most of these people had left behind families; who also resisting the status quo
. Once again, in this text, Lenin was adapting the concepts of Marxism, to fit in accordance with the local conditions. Given that Russia was an agrarian country, the peasants played a major role in such a society. As such, Lenin could not just look out for workers to support the revolution as Marxism would have required. Therefore, his inclusion of peasants in the proletarian revolution was a way of adapting the Marxism orthodoxy in the unique social context of Russia.

In his quest towards communism, Lenin attacked the private property and also exposed vital confidential information of the Russian government under the government of Czars. This move was highly criticized by the world
. Also, it resulted to a civil conflict in Russia between the socialists (the red army) and the Czars supporters (the white army), similarly, the US sent their troops to fight alongside the white army. During the war, in 1918, there was an attempted assassination of Lenin
. This scenario heightened the aggression of the red army. Ruthless violence was imposed on all who opposed the Bolsheviks. In 1921, the socialists emerged victoriously. This gave Lenin the chance to consolidate his dictatorship.


Yet, Lenin still held the belief that dictatorship of the proletariats was an inevitable way to capitalism. Therefore, immediately after the win, the Soviet passed a new strategy under the new economic policy (NEP). Lenin became a key player in the enacting of the new policy which allowed privatized production. After the war, the Bolsheviks realized that they had made a mistake by introducing a hasty transition to communist production and distribution. As a result, Lenin proposed the NEP; which allowed farmers to sell their produce on the open market. In addition, they were allowed to employ people to work on their farms. The policy also relieved some restrictions on the internal trade and denationalized the smaller industries. This policy was mostly meant to give the economy a break to recover from the aftermaths of the war between the white and the red armies. While the NEP was highly appreciated by the peasants who benefited from food distribution, the workers did not appreciate the benefits that the policy yielded for the private traders
. Once again, Lenin realized that the country was not fully developed; in such a way that it could support socialism. As such, he reintroduced capitalism as a pathway that could lead to socialism. Therefore, he argued that the NEC policy was a short-term strategy meant to advance the economy in the pursuit of communism
. Even though Lenin and Stalin were socialists who had embraced the Marxism ideology, their interpretation and implementation of Marx’s ideas differed significantly.

Before Lenin’s death in 1924, Stalin was the secretary general of the communist party
. He took the advantage of Lenin’s ailing health to consolidate power in his support. He assassinated most of the Bolsheviks who opposed him. As a result, the democracy that had been experienced in the party during Lenin’s rule began slipping away. In fact, before his death, Lenin warned the Bolsheviks against the leadership of Stalin. Rather, he advocated for openness and democracy within the party. However, there was nothing that could be done to prevent Stalin from leading the party. As it was, he had already garnered too much power to counter his opposers. As such, he took an authoritative position in the party leadership and began an era of feudal dictatorship. 

In 1928, Stalin established a five-year economic plan that was characterized by forced collectivism
. This plan managed to overthrow Lenin’s new economic plan by 1930
. While Lenin had struggled to adopt the Marxism ideology in accordance with Russia, Stalin aimed at changing the Russian nation and its ideological foundation; so that it could become an ideal modern state
. However, Marx had already warned against such an approach. In fact, in his work Revolution Betrayed: What Is the Soviet Union and Where Is It Going, Trotsky depicted how Stalin was drifting from the concepts of Marxism and Leninism
 .while Marx had expressed a picture where all nations would support each other on the path to a global communism, Stalin wanted to develop Russia in such as way that it did not need any help from the European nations. In fact, Stalin’s views opposed those of Trotsky; who advocated for a permanent revolution with the support of the more developed countries. Stalin felt that Russia could be in a better position if all workers in Europe pushed for socialism collectively. This was indeed in accordance with Marx’s opinion about the matter. On the contrary, Stalin defied the Marxism ideology by arguing that Russia could achieve communism independently and isolate itself from other workers in the world. Stalin felt that global communist revolution was not a necessity for Russia’s well being as a communist nation
. Therefore, in order to achieve communism independently, Stalin figured out that Russia must be self-sufficient. As such, he endeavored to establish rapid social and economic changes. To do this, Stalin imposed collective production and consolidation of power. 
Stalin introduced an economy that interconnected all sectors. Workers were pressurized to meet targets, and various sectors of the economy including infrastructure, trade and the extraction of natural resources were organized in such a way that they followed a statistical outline. In the same line, Stalin endorsed other areas including the education and health sector as well as the research and development fields. However, due to the interconnection nature of the economy, the pressure on the workers to meet tight deadlines and targets intensified
. This effect led to intentional sabotages characterized by workers breaking the equipment on purpose and others showing up to work drunk. Therefore, at times a production gap would be experienced in one sector. However, this effect would be transferred to all sectors due to the linked economy. In such incidents, consumers and producers had to depend on the black market in order to survive. But this was by all means against the ideas of Marxism. Rather, the whole incident depicted a high level of exploitation; in fact, one that aped what Marxism saw and strongly condemned in the capitalist west
. As a result, Stalin’s ambition to achieve a rapid communism revolution independently went against most of the ideologies that Marxism offered for an effective process towards communism. For instance, even though Marxism indicated that a nation must pass through a session of the dictatorship of the workers and capitalism before it could acquire communism, Stalin was taking this notion too far
. He disregarded the fact that; the same Marxism also emphasized on the power of the working class in the quest of a communist society
. Therefore, Stalin’s hunger for authority as a Bolshevik leader, and for Russia as a nation, made him suppress the real power of the proletariat class and their role towards the achievement of communism. Also, instead of adapting the Marxism ideologies to fit in the Russian context, Stalin did not mind changing the nation to fit the Marxism ideologies or defying the rules of Marxism in his mission of making Russia a developed communist nation
. Therefore, even though Stalin had embraced the idea of socialism, his desire to achieve communism rapidly and independently prevented him from understanding that Russia was a unique developing country which required the adoption and adaption of Marxism orthodoxy in order to attain communism. His rapid social and economic changes led to various elements of the capitalist West that Marx was strongly opposed to. For instance, the social and hierarchal delineation that rose in Stalin’s leadership was a characteristic of the capitalist west that Marx strongly despised
. He created an autocratic party leadership which resulted in the execution of those whose interpretation of Marxism was different from his.

One of the significant members of the Bolsheviks who were assassinated by Stalin is Trotsky.  After the death of Lenin, the unwarranted ending of the NEP, and the rise of Stalin, Trotsky challenged the rule of Stalin and his divergence from Marxism and Leninism
. As a result, Stalin considered him as an enemy and assassinated him. Before his death, Trotsky was considered as a significant member of the Bolsheviks, and who strongly endeavored to uphold Marxism and Leninism with the consideration of Russia as a unique nation that needed the adaption of the Marxism ideologies towards the development of a permanent communism. 
One of Trotsky’s greatest concerns was the dictatorship over the workers
. He felt that the communist party had the interest of the workers at heart. Their paramount objective of wanting to develop a communist economy was enough evidence; as it would lead to the well being of the workers. However, Trotsky understood very well that communism could not be achieved overnight. On the contrary, it was a journey that entailed procedures that would sometimes be unfavorable even for fellow socialists
. For instance, the dictatorship of the working class was a significant process that just likes Lenin and Marx; Trotsky felt was desirable for the attainment of communism. As such, Trotsky emphasized and justified the authority, and position of the party over the working class
.
Similarly, Trotsky was in favor of the party dictatorship as a way of maintaining the proletarian state. In his era, Lenin headed the communist party dictatorship. He out ruled strikes and banned political parties and divisions within the Bolshevik. He also imprisoned or killed those who opposed the Bolshevik stance. Similarly, Stalin applied the same measures in the subsequent years as a way of protecting the proletarian state. For Trotsky, this kind of party dictatorship was a necessary and justifiable measure aimed at protecting the proletarian class
. 

Therefore, Trotsky’s views were in accordance to Marxism and Leninism. Still, he did not entirely differ with Stalin. His only concern was that Stalin did not consider Russia as a unique nation, given that Marx had proposed that communism was to start from the West; with the support of other nations which would eventually acquire communism later on. However, Stalin disregarded this idea. He wanted to create a nation that was as developed as the west, and lead it to communism without collaborating with the other nations. Trotsky found this to be against Lenin’s and Marx’s ideas of the procedure of acquiring the communist society
. Given the significant position of Trotsky in the party and his support for Leninism and Marxism, it is no wonder that Stalin saw him as an obstacle, and decided to eliminate him

In conclusion, the Russian revolution was a revolt that fought against Czar's feudal dictatorship towards a communist society. The socialists were fighting to overthrow the autocratic government of Czars. The revolution was gradual and eventually, the Bolsheviks were able to overthrow the Russian government and establish their own communist party. In their quest towards creating a communist society, the main players of the Bolshevik party (Lenin, Stalin, and Trotsky) borrowed largely from the Marxism orthodoxy regarding the way towards communism. Immediately after they overthrew the Czar anarchism, Lenin took the leadership of the party. During his era, he recognized the unique economic and social context of Russia. As such, he borrowed various concepts from Marxism and adapted them to fit in the unique status of Russia at that time. One of his main approaches is the establishment of the New Economic Policy. However, upon his death, Stalin ended the policy and introduced his own five-year strategy towards communism. However, unlike Lenin, Stalin did not consider Russia as a unique nation. Rather, he imposed and defied various concepts of Marxism in his endeavor to achieve communism rapidly and independently. As such, when Trotsky saw that Stalin was diverting from Leninism and Marxism, he aired his opposition. As a result, Stalin assassinated him. It is apparent that even though the Bolsheviks had embraced Marxism, their interpretations of the orthodoxy were different, and this brought conflicts within the communist party.
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