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The Role of Historical Poems in Today’s Marriage Institutions
	There is no doubt that history plays a major role in shaping the contemporary world. History offers a lesson to be learnt, or a positive effect to be emulated. For instance, love poems written during a historical period can be used to determine the positive aspects of love during that period, which can be applied today. They could also be used to illustrate the effect of unhealthy relationships. Accordingly, this paper will analyze “To my Dear and Loving Husband” by Anne Bradstreet, “The More Loving One” by W. H. Auden, “Somewhere i Have Never Travelled, Gladly Beyond”, by E. E. Cummings, and “A case of you” by Joni Mitchell, in order to determine their role in matters regarding love and especially in a marriage institution in the contemporary society.
	 “To My Dear and Loving Husband” is a poem of a wife to her husband. The first line states, “If ever two were one then surely we” (1). This is a clear indication of the strong and unbreakable bond between a man and his wife. Lines 3 and 12 states that “If ever wife was happy in a man/… That when we live no more, we may live ever” These lines depict a loving and happy couple who shares the dream of an eternal love. In view of this, Galinsky and Waite noted that healthy marriage relationships contribute to the quality of life. Conversely unhealthy relationships in a marriage such as diminishing marital happiness may lead to stress and depression, and may negatively affect one's physical health (483). Also, Gravningen et al indicate that the rising rate of divorce is attributed to weakening marital bonds, domestic violence, and lack of happiness in marriage; among others (6). As such, if today couples could emulate the love relationship depicted in this poem, there would be more healthy people and reduced rates of divorce. 
	In the same line, “Somewhere I Have Never Travelled, Gladly Beyond” by E. E. Cummings depicts a beautiful and close relationship between a man and woman; founded and sustained by love. The man in the poem describes the beautiful emotions that every sense of his beloved evokes in him. This man would gladly die for his love “or if your wish be to close me, i and /my life will shut very beautifully…” (5-6).Yet, the last line depicts the desire for the relationship to be eternal, “rendering death and forever with each breathing” (16).       
	Notably, the American psychological association emphasizes the benefits of healthy relationships to the physical and mental health. These benefits can be achieved by maintaining romance and marital bond as well as building a shared intimacy and identity. These factors are clearly portrayed in Cumming’s Poem, which describes a lover who is emotionally and physically connected to his lover; that he is willing to die for her. On the contrary, in today’s society, such a relationship would only occur in dreams. Physical connectedness has been replaced by “online connectedness.” 
	The APA indicates that between 40% and 50% of marriages in the US end up in divorce. Accordingly, a study revealed that most women divorce because of lack of respect from their husbands and domestic violence. Indeed, there is much to learn from Cumming’s poem regarding these issues. In the first place, the idea of divorce is totally dismissed in the last line which advocates for an eternal relationship. Therefore, if today’s men would emulate Cumming’s ideas of marriage as depicted in his poem, they would nurture their relationships by showing unending love to their wives.	
	On the contrary, the poem “The More Loving One” by W.H. Auden depicts unreciprocated love. Lines one and two the stars are used to symbolize a non-loving partner “Looking up at the stars, I know quite well/That, for all they care, I can go to hell,” (1-2). In line 7 and 8, “If equal affection cannot be/ Let the more loving one be me,” he/she prefers to be the more loving one in a relationship where there is unequal love. In today’s society, unrequited love has yielded factors such as unfaithfulness, and breaking of marital bonds, and domestic violence. Such factors could lead to divorce. In such a case, the more loving partner could stick in an abusive marriage with the hope that his/her partner would change. However, staying in an abusive marriage can yield mental and physical health implications. In worst cases, it can lead to the death of a loving partner. Therefore, in a modern context, this poem can be used to depict the negative impacts of unrequited love, and therefore the need to flee such relationships.  
	Lastly, Joni Mitchell’s song “A Case of You” depicts love gone sour, and an abusive relationship. The first line states, “just before our love got lost you said…” (1). Indicating that the love is no more. Line 11 states that “Oh, you're in my blood like holy wine” (11). This indicates that the woman is not able to break her emotional relationship with her lost lover. However, a woman who knows her husband tells her to “…stay with him if you can/but be prepared to bleed” (34-35). This is a clear indication of an abusive relationship. Indeed, in the contemporary society women persevere in abusive relationships for many reasons including lack of another source of financial support or the notion of family preservation. Nonetheless, Moe warns that sticking in abusive relationships have negative impacts on emotional and physical health (246). Therefore, this poem is a wakeup call for any woman who chooses stick in an abusive relationship; to do so is they are “prepared to bleed” (35).
	In conclusion, the poems “Somewhere I Have Never Travelled, Gladly Beyond” and “To My Dear and Loving Husband” depict the marital love which yields immeasurable happiness. If the teachings of this poem could be applied in today’s life there would be more healthy marriages and fewer divorces. Conversely, “The More Loving One” and “A Case for You” gives a depiction of an unhealthy relationship and its associated sorrows. The loving partner is subjected to the vulnerability of clinging to an abusive relationship, thus risking not only their health but their lives. Indeed, the relationships depicted in these poems are reflected in the contemporary society. Therefore, regarding these poems, it can only be said that “Old is gold”
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