DESCRIPTION

Individual Assignment: The essay is the assessment component of the module and is worth 100% of the total marks of the module. 


TASK

Identify and critically analyse THREE current issues (Brexit, Donald Trump’s Policies, Oil) that you think will influence the future of the global economy. Explain the rationale for your choices and draw conclusions from your analysis on the challenges of the global economy. 

· Clear introduction outlining what the 3 things you identify as very important or critical current issues.
· 100 words introduction 500 words conclusion
· Identify something that is current and still have impact for global (region, major countries) and the future.
· Issues that give economic Impact (trade, production, business , etc.)
· Evidence based argument. Any statement you make find figure and citing the source to support your statement. (Magazine, World bank report, IMF report)
· Use charts / graphs with references
· Use heading and subheading! (For each issue)
· Brief introduction for each issue
· What’s the Issue?  
· Why this issue is important and who said it is important? 
· How it will have impact to the global with lots of evidences?
· Try to balance 3 issues.
· Be critical ( Considering Different views*) Use what other has been said.
· The conclusion (what challenges are face by each issue)
· Engage with academic literature (Journal articles, book chapters and monograph)
· Do not copy paste last chunk of words 

Sources of information

-Lecture notes. Don’t think that you need to focus only on the corresponding lecture. Lectures cannot be neatly separated from each other.
-Readings provided for each lecture
-Sources which are referenced in the lecture notes and others based on your wider reading
-Material which you can find from news sources like Academic journals, books, the BBC, Economist, Financial Times, British broadsheet newspapers, New York Times, Washington Post and other media.




A good essay
· Well structured essay
· Introduction;
·  main body; 
· Conclusion
· Use titles and sub-titles – it is important to differentiate each issue from the other
· High level of knowledge on topics
· Evidence of insight and depth of understanding
· Nuanced critical analysis
· Build clear argument
· Reference to academic literature

Writing analytically
· Explaining and giving reasons
· Comparing, contrasting and evaluating
· evaluating: identifying the strengths and weaknesses
· Considering both sides of an issue
· Supporting your claims with examples and references to key scholars 





SUBMISSION GUIDANCE

	Title
	Guidance


	Sources of references
	It is important to engage with academic literature (journal articles, book chapters and monographs) in your assignment.

Some journals with an IBM focus include Journal of World Business, Journal of International Business Studies, Socio-economic Review, Economy and Society, Review of International Political Economy, Management International Review, International Journal of Human Resource Management, Organization Studies, Human Relations, Asia Pacific Business Review, China Quarterly, Work, Employment and Society etc. 

	Reference Style
	Harvard style (see the Learning Resources website: http://libguides.ncl.ac.uk/referencing/harvardatnewcastle)


	Appendices
	Lengthy appendices are not necessary.


	Word Count
	The length of the report is 3000 words (+/- 10%). The list of references is not included in the word-count of the paper.

	Style
	The essay should be typed in double spacing on A4 sized paper with margins of 1.5cm on left, right, top and bottom. Font size for text must be 12 and all pages should be numbered. It is acceptable that you use double-sided printing. 
(Use appropriate Titles and sub-titles).





(PG) Marking criteria for the individual assignment
 
	Pass  with   Distinction
 

	70% +
very good analysis
thorough coverage and mastery of relevant materials
evidence of critical thinking and originality in thought
	Extremely thorough and authoritative execution of the assignment brief. Containing evidence of significant independent research which has been read and understood. Reflective, perceptive, well-structured argumentation showing significant originality in ideas, aptly focused and very well written. Few, if any, areas for improvement. Materials utilised and applied to the empirical setting in a sophisticated manner, with evidence of advanced critical assessment of the materials and/or setting arising from the application of theory to practice. Original contribution to knowledge that would be potentially worthy of publication.
Accurate and complete understanding of the topic demonstrated. Depth of analysis that draws upon extensive reading of original sources that goes beyond the lecture material.  Well-ordered and logically structured. Use of appropriate illustrative examples and data.  Providing evidence of independent research and wider reading extending the breadth of the lecture material. Materials utilised and applied to the empirical setting, with evidence of good critical assessment of the materials and/or setting arising from the application of theory to practice. Original perspectives or insights that are well-reasoned and well-supported. 
	90-100% 

	
	
	Thorough execution of the assignment brief. Well-structured and well-written with a logical flow of argument. Signs of originality and/or independent critical analysis. Supported by thorough independent reading around the subject. Materials well utilised and applied to the empirical setting, with evidence of critical assessment of the materials and/or setting arising from the application of theory to practice. Displays mastery of the subject matter and clear understanding of appropriate theories and concepts, but providing few or no original perspectives or insights. 
	80-89% 

	
	
	Very good execution of the assignment brief; well-focused, knowledgeable, with some evidence of reading beyond the basic texts into advanced literature. Displays a very good knowledge of the subject matter. Materials well utilised and applied to the empirical setting, with evidence of some critical assessment of the materials and/or setting arising from the application of theory to practice. Good critical grasp of relevant theories and concepts. 
	70-79% 

	Pass with 
Merit
 

	60%-69%
good analysis
covers most relevant materials
limited evidence of critical thinking and originality in thought
	Well-structured and well-focused answer. Comprehensive, although not complete. Showing understanding based on an ability to marshal information and to support arguments with appropriate examples. Some pieces of information or examples go beyond the lecture material in either depth or breadth. Materials are mostly utilised and applied to the empirical setting, with evidence of some forms of critical assessment of the materials and/or setting arising from the application of theory to practice. Sound grasp of relevant theories and concepts. Approach generally analytical, but with some parts remaining descriptive and some reasoning unexplained.
	65-69% 
 

	
	
	As above but either occasionally lacking accuracy or with few examples or lack of application of theory to practice. 
	60-64% 

	Pass
 

	50%-59%
adequate analysis
minor omissions and/or errors in understanding of materials
no evidence of critical thinking and originality in thought
	Concise but accurate.  Based largely on lecture material or basic texts.  Information presented clearly but lacking any originality, tending to be descriptive in approach. Limited evidence of reading beyond the basic texts. References to advanced texts do not show that they have been adequately read and understood and do not show application to the empirical setting. Some attempts to apply theory to practice, but without demonstrating critical assessment of either. 
	55-59% 

	
	
	As above but with occasional weaknesses of accuracy, understanding, reasoning or logic. Remains at surface descriptive level; the empirical setting is described and recommendations for practice are listed without adequate justification and explanation. 
	50-54% 

	Fail
 

	40%-49%
major errors and/or omissions in understanding of materials

	Answer incomplete, with lapses in accuracy, understanding, reasoning or logic.  Examples are either not used or their relevance is not adequately explained. Heavy reliance on lecture materials. Almost entirely descriptive in approach, involving description of theory and practice without clear understanding of theory or application to practice explained. Recommendations for practice not explained or justified. Weak understanding of the subject matter displayed; containing significant errors and/or irrelevancies. Poorly structured and with poor reasoning and logic. 
	45-49% 

	
	
	As above but with serious omissions or major errors.  Presentation and structure poor.  Examples inadequate or absent. Some material irrelevant to the question, or relevancy not explained. 
	40-44% 

	
	
30%-39%
complete omission and/or error in understanding of materials coupled with lack of relevance
	Inadequate execution of the brief. Limited understanding of subject area and containing serious errors. Sections partly or substantially irrelevant. Poorly structured and poorly written. Displays little knowledge of the subject matter. Remains at descriptive level without explanation of relevance to practice.
Displays no scientific understanding and instead utilises vague general knowledge or unsupported assertions that are not backed up with evidence and not clearly made relevant to the question.  Some key words or phrases repeated but without displaying understanding.  
	30-39% 

	
	
	Seriously inadequate execution of the brief. Failure to focus upon the question. Devoid of understanding of subject area. Claims to knowledge not supported or explained. Large sections irrelevant. No application of theory to practice.
Rudimentary knowledge of the subject area.  Serious and fundamental errors in understanding. 
	20-29% 

	
	
	Little hint of any relevant scientific knowledge.  May be an answer to a different question. 
	10-19% 

	
	
	No knowledge relevant to the question. 
	1-9% 

	
	
	No submission/plagiarised in entirety.  
	0% 
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